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The EPL-5500 is the first of a eH generation of ultra 
compact laser printers. Not much bigger than a toaster, 
it’s perfect for the small office. And it offers the best 
performance and value in the personal laser printer 
market. A combination of true 600 dpi resolution, 
Bi-Resolution improvement Technology (BiRITech) and 
super fine toners give you clear, crisp graphics and 
text that even epee competitors’ models can't 
match. At 8 pages per minute (the first print can be in 
less than 20 seconds) the EPL-5500 won't waste your 
valuable time. And it has full compatibility with DOS 
and Windows applications and offers optional 
PostScript L2 compatibility, network connectivity and 
a 250 sheet second paper tray. In short, a better value 


personal laser printer isn't going to pop up anywhere. 
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* The ‘Australian Businéss ind&x’ is a computerised register of Australian business’s with more than 1,000, O00 Foor pene 
CD-ROM, to. guide your marketing and research into and beyond the 21st COREE Ym enng : 


Tis ‘Australian Busindsg Index’ provides a complete profile of Australia’s business sector and corr munity on CDRom for-your. desktop 
personak computer in both Windows and DOS interfaces. = 
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An exclusive feature of the  dabspaees is the inclusion of a compréhensive profile on ao Australia Bein paics pepaine over 200,000 
Facsimile Numbers, and over 200,000 Fmpanies with employee Size ae t 
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So when you need marketing pov 
tunities and to reach your sales mi 
The Australian Business Index 15 
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oT at’Your ad@ettios to prodtiee an saetirate Li analysis of markets, to reveal new sales oppor- 
ket quickly, reliably and cost-efficiently. 
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Also included 1s a complete Database. ae Australiat 
including State, Federal; and Local council intorma on with contac 
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Once the information is compiled you can easily print mailing lea Camels 
telemarketing reports, or even export your data to your favourite, dytahase 
package. You can even add information to the- data already on-line making it a 
truly individualised listing for your own marketing or sales team. Also pice he 

Australian Business Index is reviewed and updated every 6 months it 1s ‘a very 
complete and up to date picture of current markets. 
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“The Direct Marketing Companion for Nustralian Business” \ 


- iN \pillion plus Australian Businesses on CD-ROM 

- Microsoft Windows and MS-DOS interfaces available 
_~ Fully Printable and Expofting to all major formats 
_- AustraliamGovernment IDETE Yay Wom walsele we erorere (are! SR | 
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NSW: Eyecatchers Grolig. (02) 439-6950 : 
VIC: Computer Confidere (03) 9866-6222 
TAS:. Computer & Multinies ia Technologies (002) 430 880 f | 
SA:  CitiSoft + (08) 373 S000" . 
‘ el: (02) 829-3120 an 


a / E.maii address: aipharia @ zip. com, au 











INTERNET 


COMPUSERVE™ 





UNIX™ 


All trademarks are the property of their respective ow 


UNLIMITED 
5S YEAR WARRANTY TOLL FREE SUPPORT 





II toll: free O800 65 3962 for your nearest dealer 


FE ULTIMATE 3D GAMING EXPERIENCE 


3D Blaster packs a real mean punch and if you're not fast enough, it'll blow your mind away too! 


_ 3D Blaster turbocharges game play with lightning fast action and 
super realistic colours and true 3D graphics. Exploding missiles, 
jaw shattering kicks and dare devil race drivers - they're all wait- 
ing to get YOU. So get in shape - sharpen those reflexes, build up 

| stamina and hone concentration skills. And do it FAST ! 


CREATIVE CREATIVE PACIFIC PTY LTD 


32 - 34 Dickson Avenue, Artarmon, NSW 2064, Australia 
PAC ole Fel C fe: (02) 9906 8887 ~—- Fax: (02) 9906 5577 _InfoLine: (02) 9906 5135 





3D Blaster, 3D Blaster logo & Creative logo are trademarks of Creative Technology Ltd. All other trademarks are the property of their respective holders and are hereby recognised as such. 








If you don’t know ... 
If you don’t know what you are 
looking for, you’re not likely to find 
it — I’ve lost count of the number of 
times I’ve had to repeat that simple 
maxim recently to disillusioned ‘net 
surfers. ‘I haven’t been able to find 
anything useful on the World Wide 
Web,’ they generally say. 

First, you need need to decide what it 
is you want from the ‘net. It’s like buy- 
ing a computer — you have to have a 
need for it. If you don’t have a need, it 
doesn’t matter what sort of computer 
you have — a 386 is just as good at 
doing nothing as a Pentium Pro. 

If you feel frustrated by what you 
haven’t found on the Internet, ask 
yourself, seriously, ‘What am | 
looking for?’ ‘What do I hope to 
achieve through the ‘net?’ The 
Internet is big enough to 
accommodate almost every human 
interest — games, communications, 
learning, business, sex, news, even 
socialising. In the topics covered the 
Internet is much like a huge 
bookstore with an up-to-the-minute 
magazine stand. But — you don’t get 
much benefit from a bookstore if you 
just wander around looking for 
‘something’ to read. 

So, before you log on to the 
Internet, decide on a ‘task’ in which 
the Internet can help you. Virtual art 
galleries are big on the ‘net at the 
moment — you might find and visit 
as many of them as you can (this is a 
great activity for a group of friends). 

The research — and the tricks you 
learn along the way — are worth the 
experience in themselves. If you do a 
good job finding those galleries, or 
hints on French cooking, or Pentium- 
hardware related tips, or Excel 
macros, you’ll be ready to tackle 
other surfing projects. And put the 
Internet to good use. 
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This month’s in depth reviews 


Real Win95 Software 28 
While every software publisher has been 
scrambling to put the Win95 logo on its 
boxes, most of these packages are tarted 
up, old 16-bit software. John Hepworth 
reports on the real 32-bit packages that 
are available now. , 





Waltzing Matilda 

— on CD-ROM 36 
ee ee ee 
Link Harris takes a look at the history of 
an Australian icon. 


=i” —”sWalitzing Matilda -Austraiia's Favourite Song 
| Tools Edit Controls Bookmarks Pages Interaction Help 
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Phone Disc 38 
Ever thought about sitting down and typ- 
ing in the White or Yellow pages so you 
have all those contacts on your computer? 
Don’t bother — as Angela Booth found, 
it’s already been done for you. 
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Facts and opinions to think about 


Industry Updates 8 
Win9S lures CD publishers / RadioMail 
Remote / Softcop / Multilingual 

Internet / Virtual reality / Compuserve’s 
Internet Explorer / Standard CD 

labels / Microsoft on the ‘net / IBM 
Virtual World 


Write Bytes 24 
Here’s your chance to air or view your 
gripe about the personal computer indus- 
try, or to ask about a problem you’ve been 
unable to solve. 


Write On 80 
Stephen O’Brien has seen the Gate to the 
Road Ahead. 


Romblings 82 
Save me from zealots, evangelists, and 
from others who see their chosen 
computer as a religion and not as a tool, 
says John Hepworth. 


Trev’s Tirade 83 
You and I have to pay through the nose 
for years for the Telstra infra-structure — 
it’s about time we reaped some reward, 


reckons Trevor Sheffield. 
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_NEW PRODUCTS REGULARS 


To make your PC work harder 


Effective Solutions 16 
TraxData 8x CD-ROM / Pressworks 
PowerPack / Corel Home Series CD- 
ROMs / What 
Went Where 

/ NEC = 
Versa 
500D 


Release Updates 64 
NeoClassics CD / Bright presentations / 
Website Beyond 2000 / Useful site finder / 
Easy Web access / Easy Win95 Web access 
/ ASAP / Budget software / TrackMan 
Marble / Courseware / Slash STD and ISD 





calls on the Web / FaxWorks Pro LAN for 
Windows NT / Zaurus K-PDA / V.34 Voice 
Modem / Web shopping / AutoMated 
Payroll / Personal Tutor High School 
Maths / Brother Plain Paper Fax / PC- 
Logo / Fargo FotoFUN / Catalog / 
RiadaConvert — The Conversion 
Encyclopaedia / Stingray 8422 / Lotus 
Word Pro for Windows 3.1 / PC-cillin 95. 
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Columns and offers 


Windows Wonderland a 
John Hepworth gives some timely advice 
for PC users unsatisfied with Win95 who 
wish to return to DOS or DOS and 
Windows 3.11. 


That’s Entertainment 50 
It’s back to work time — and time to 
think about breaking the New Year up 
with some fun. Eric Holroyd gives plenty 
of choice here to get the year rolling. 
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Educational Software 56 
This month Anne Glover has gathered a 
bunch of programs that.are sure to help 
1996 become a successful year educationally. 
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GeoWorld 62 


As well as upgrading his computer, Peter 
Campbell has been running Ensemble on a 
Pentium with Win9S. 


Subscribe 66 


Subscribe or extend your subscription this 
month for your chance to win a Qmedia 
multimedia computer system from IImage 
Digital valued at over $2500. 


BUYERS GUIDE 
Advice for computer buyers 


Buyer’s Guide 99 
Our Buyers Guide this month covers 
Printers — workhorse dot matrix’, 
colourful ink jets and quality-print 
lasers. In addition to the most complete 
listing of PC printers ever published in 
Australia, we’ve worked out the cost of 
running the printers in a typical business 
situation over three years. Check out the 
Guide for the thought-provoking results 
— considering the over-all cost of 
printing could save you thousands of 
dollars per year. 

As our Portable PC listing this month 
shows, the price of portables continues 
to drop, while the features rise. Even 
Pentium-based portables have dropped 
below $4000 and 486 systems are at the 
best prices ever. If you’ve been thinking 
of making the ‘portable move’, now’s a 
good time to as 


BUYER SIGUIDE 


March’s Buyers Guide covers hundreds 
of 486 and Pentium Desktop Systems, 
with a comprehensive listing of all major 
PC brands in Australia. The Pentium 
market is getting hot: prices are 
dropping while features are being added 
and the bundles get bigger. The March 
Guide also has our first comparative 
listing for CD drives where quad-speed 
has become the standard, but the new 8x 
drives have raised the ante. 

April’s Buyers Guide details Upgrade 
Monitors with a list that includes some 
big new players who are putting pressure 
on the established brands; and Modems, 
where feature-adding is the trend, while 
prices remain static. 





COMING... 
NEXT MONTH 


Compare hundreds of 
486 & Pentium systems 
— where are the bargains? 








Industry Updates is provided by NEWSBYTES, 
the world’s largest independent network of computer journalists 





Win95 lures CD publishers 


Windows 95, with its 32-bit he told Newsbytes, led many By the end of this year, 


ye 
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technology and a design 
that pays more attention to 
the needs of games and mul- 
timedia software, will lure 
many CD-ROM publishers 
away from DOS. However, 
says a recent study by 
research firm InfoTech, this 
will not happen overnight. 
‘There was quite a lot of 
overhead associated with 
Windows 3.1,’ said Ted Pine, 
chairman of InfoTech. That, 


publishers of entertainment 
and games CD-ROMs to 


stick with the DOS platform 


and their own proprietary 
technology. However, 
Microsoft has addressed 
many of those developers’ 
concerns in the new release. 
‘When they sat down and 
did Windows 95,’ Pine said, 
‘one of the areas that they 
definitely targeted was the 
gaming community.’ 


RadioMail Remote 


RadioMail’s newly rolled out 
RadioMail Remote 
Management is meant to 
bring money-saving Internet, 
fax and paging ‘message 
management’ on either a 
wired or wireless basis, 
maintained Steven Rand, VP 
of marketing and sales, in an 
interview with Newsbytes. 
‘A key advantage of 
RadioMail is that it inte- 
grates ‘seamlessly’ with other 
wireless environments,’ Rand 
told Newsbytes. But users do 


not need to employ 
RadioMail’s two-way wire- 
less messaging services on 
RAM, Ardis, and CDPD 
(cellular digital packet data) 
wireless networks to utilise 
RadioMail Remote 
Management or its new per- 
sonal RadioMailBox. 

The new RadioMailBox, 
which comes with a ‘mobile 
Internet address’, is designed 
to supply connectivity 
through either a pager or a 
landline, cellular, or RF 


though, CD-ROMs meant 
for Windows 95 will 
remain a small minority. 
Only 1.2% of all CD-ROM 
titles in print were 
‘Windows 95-native’ at the 
end of 1995. Pine said it 
will take about two years 
for Windows 95 games CD- 
ROMs to take off, simply 
because that is the typical 
development cycle for 
games. 


(radio frequency) modem 
hooked up to a notebook PC. 

The user will be able to 
send or receive an e-mail, 
fax, or pager message over 
phone lines or wirelessly, 
merely by launching the 
RadioMailBox application, 
saving on costly wireless air- 
time by avoiding ‘complicat- 
ed log-on procedures,’ 
Newsbytes was told. For 
more information contact 
Access Public Relations, US 
(415) 904 7070. 
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Australia has a new high standard in personal 
computing - and that standard is Summit. Summit 
systems are designed to handle the most demanding 
applications with ease. 


- Vv 
— | 


pe 











Our ultimate system is based on the latest innovative 
S| technology from the ground up. Like our PCI Bus 
| Motherboard with the new Intel Triton chipset II, with 
Meee § Mode 4 On Board Fast Disk Controller, and 256k 
a §=6Pipeline Burst Synchronous cache RAM Built in - this 
hf gives you up to 30% Improved Performance! 


fa And to complement this, the fastest EIDE hard disk 
4. available - the superb Western Digital Caviar 1.08 GB 


"25 §6- with an average access time of a mere 8.3msec! 


=~ And for High performance true colour, professional 
apa quality video and real time 3D rendering, our Graphics 
are second to none. Using The Matrox Millennium 64 
"= bit next generation Graphics Accelerator card, we 
“deliver you the world's fastest video acceleration at an 
=) 2) amazing 61 million winmarks! The Millennium employs 
ot anew high speed memory technology - Windows RAM 
Jy - up to 50% faster than the fastest VRAM available! 
The Millennium is capable of resolutions up to 
1600x1200 in 16.7million colours, and refresh rates up 
to 200Hz! And the millennium is upgradeable to a 
whopping 8Mb of WRAM! 
And if you're still not convinced - check out our 
pricing - it's designed to make our competitors weep! 
So, if you aspire to the very peak in technology, with 
stacks of features and an affordable price - come out 
on tep with Summit! 
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MINTEL PENTIUM 133MHzZ CPU BINTEL PENTIUM" 133MHz CPU 
MPCI BUS MOTHERBOARD WITH INTEL TRITON CHIPSET fl, 256K CACHE, MODE wPCI BUS MOTHERBOARD WITH INTEL TRITON CHIPSET II, MODE 4 ON BOARD 
4 ON Boarp FAST DISK CONTROLLER, 16550 UART & FAST PORTS FAST DISK CONTROLLER, 16550 UART & FAST PORTS 
: @ 256K PIPELINE BURST SYNCHRONOUS CACHE RAM BUILT IN 
M@i6MB RAM - EXPANDABLE TO 128MB UP TO 30% IMPROVED PERFORMANCE! 
MWESTERN DiciTaAL EIDE 1.068 HARD DISK DRIVE @32MeB RAM - EXPANDABLE TO 128MB 
(FASTEST AVAILABLE EIDE HDD - 8.3MSEC AVERAGE ACCESS TIME) Stee een EIDE 1 OGE HaeeiDisK DRIVE 
m2 Ms VRAM DIAMOND STEALTH PCI GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR CARD (FASTEST AVAILABLE EIDE HDD - 8.3MSEC AVERAGE ACCESS TIME) 
wis" MAG DIGITAL Ni SVGA CoLOUR MONITOR m4 MB WRAM MATROX MILLENIUM PCI GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR CARD 
mi7’ VIEWSONIC DIGITAL NI SVGA CoLoUR MONITOR 
MCREATIVE X6 HEX SPEED CD ROM Drive (Kopak PHOTO CD COMPATIBLE 
4 , ( ) MCREATIVE X6 HEX SPEED CD ROM DRIVE (KODAK PHOTO CD COMPATIBLE) | 
oe a 32 as & PLAY COMPLIANT SOUND CARD, INCLUDES SOUND BLASTER 32 "PLUG & PLAY’ COMPLIANT SOUND CARD, INCLUDES . = 
by -" CRORE SPEAKERS & MICROPHONE 
@3.5° Fiorpy Disk DRIVE, QUALITY HONEYWELL 101 KEYBOARD & MS MOUSE @3.5" FLOPPY DISK DRIVE, QUALITY HONEYWELL 101 KEYBOARD & MS MOUSE ail 
MWiINDOWS (95 & HUGE CREATIVE SOFTWARE/CD BUNDLE WITH 23 TITLES! MWINDOWS 95 & HUGE CREATIVE SOFTWARE/CD BUNDLE WITH 23 TITLES! 
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AVAILABLE RETAIL FROM. 


DIGIWORLD - MELBOURNE DIGIWORLD NSW, GREENWAY SHOPPING CENTRE 
214 LATROBE STREET, MELB, Vic 3001 SHOP 22C,HORWOOD PL, PARRAMATTA, NSW 2150 


TEL 03 9663 6699 Fax 03 9663 6696 TEL O2 891 5757 #42Fax O02 891 5283 
WHOLESALE & DEALER ENQUIRES - 
159 ELEY ROAD, BLACKBURN SOUTH, VICTORIA, 3130 
AEST ERARNSION TELEPHONE: (03) 9886 3422 #£FACSIMILE: (03)9886 35/77 


Products & prices subject to alteration without notice. E & OE. All irademarks are the property of their respective owners. * Based on 3 Year Rental, to finance approved customers. PROTO/DWAPC512 


The Internet is headed for a 
major shakeout, in which 
telephone companies will 
rise to the fore with pack- 
FeYetseMerelaitclela@-tacematc yale tem 
tional help for consumers, 
fefelaiaCioitiiarmslaremelig-teitel ays 
services for businesses, 
and access and electronic 
commerce for consumers 
and businesses alike, pre- 
dict analysts from the US 
Gls Ci-mCi gels] on 


O]Um omg) e](s M-eslalelial io 
development, China’s com- 
puter market will be grow- 
ing fast. Statistics show that 
computer sales were 
expected to reach RMB55 
evi olam (Ubeh mom sl iiitela) me lias 
ing 1995, up 40% from 1994. 
About 1 million PCs were 
sold in ‘95, half of which 
were purchased by Chinese 
families, with 486-class 
machines taking a market 
share of 55% and Pentiums 
7- to 8%. China is expected 
to become the second 
largest computer market in 
the world by the year 2000. 


Newspaper readers in the 
Hite) <'fom-ic-r- Morell (9 Bir.) (ms) 9) 
to a new type of ‘paper’ 
from next spring. A four- 
erolisjerclapmrelecielaiitiiimesiip 
elaeiiareMmigeMeor-ial (mela lelel ep 
Fuji Television Network, 
Mitsubishi Electric, and 
Mitsubishi, have established 
Electronic News Service. 
The new company will send 
an electronic edition of the 
Sankei Shimbun to special 
subscriber terminals via 
Fuji Television’s channel 8 
sender in Tokyo. 
oitisiioidle-lecm Tim erh mc leelele®: 
40,000 yen ($400) to enroll 
in the service and receive a 
receiver/reader after which 
Pe maeliiielpacis level ei(eameyi 
1200 yen ($12) will be levied 
in lieu of a newspaper sub- 
scription fee. If tests are 
successful next spring, the 
service will be extended to 
the Osaka region and even- 
tually to all of Japan via the 
stations of the Fuji 
Television Network. 





Softcop 


The Internet offers an easy 
way for software publishers 
to let potential customers 
try out their wares before 
they buy, provided they can 
make sure the customers can 
do no more than try the 
software until they pay for 
it. SoftCop International 
claims to have a better way 
of doing this. 
Try-before-you-buy soft- 
ware samplers are not a new 
idea. Several companies have 
produced CD-ROM disks 
containing limited versions 
of software for users to test, 
then unlock using a key 
obtained by making a tele- 
phone call and supplying a 
credit card number. The idea 
has not taken off, though. 
Tony Moran, vice-presi- 
dent of marketing and sales 


at SoftCop, told Newsbytes 
that this is largely because 
previous ways of limiting 
use of the software have 
been ‘very easy to end-run’, 
and have not offered ven- 
dors enough control of the 
registration process. 

Moran said SoftCop’s 
Purchase Preview software 
can ensure that every copy 
of the software is paid for, 
and if desired can even 
authorise the software for 
use On just one personal 
computer, requiring the cus- 
tomer to re-register if he or 
she wants to move the pack- 
age to a different machine. 

Besides being used with 
software distributed over the 
Internet or other online ser- 
vices, Purchase Preview can 
be used with preview soft- 


Multilingual internet 


Bill Gates, chairman of 
Microsoft said that the presi- 
dent of France was wrong 
when he said English would 
drive the French language off 
the information superhighway. 

President Jacques Chirac 
warned French-speaking 
nations that their language 
must be seen and heard on the 
Internet or future generations 
of French speakers would be 
economically and culturally 
marginalised. He made his 
comments while attending the 
sixth Francophone summit in 
the West African state of Benin. 

‘That’s certainly not right, 
although the Internet did catch 
on first in the United States, so 
almost 80% of users are in the 
United States right now,’ Gates 
told French television viewers. 

He said other languages 
would make their way onto 
the Internet. ‘As it spreads 


1996 


around the world every coun- 
try will be using its own lan- 
guage, so there’s no doubt 
there will be a lot of French,’ 
said Gates through an inter- 
preter during a TF1 television 
interview. He was in Europe as 
part of a worldwide tour to 
promote his new book The 
Road Abead. 

While in London Gates oper- 
ated a model of Charles ~ 
Babbage’s mid-1800s comput- 
ing machine and told visitors 
at the London Science 
Museum that computers will 
be so small in 50 years that 
the machine itself won’t even 
be noticed. “Today, you don’t 
think about electricity, and 
what a wonderful thing that is. 
It’s just there,’ said Gates. 

Gates also talked about 
Microsoft software that com- 
bines voice, text, moving pic- 
tures, still images, and 


ware supplied on a CD- 
ROM or on a diskette 
inserted in a publication. 

Moran said SoftCop recom- 
mends that publishers limit 
use of their software by turn- 
ing off selected functions 
such as printing. However, 
they also have the option of 
allowing the software to be 
loaded a certain number of 
times before it stops work- 
ing, he said. 

If a customer decides to buy 
a piece of the software, he or 
she has to make a telephone 
call to arrange payment and 
obtain a code to unlock the 
software’s full function. It 
will soon be possible to do 
this with a modem connec- 
tion, SoftCop said. For more 
information contact SoftCop, 
US (905) 681 3269. 


graphics and lets computer 
users compose their own fic- 
tional movies using cartoon 
characters and settings. 
Virtual reality 

When a museum visitor asked 
about virtual reality, Gates 
said, “The ability to pretend 
you’re somewhere ts some- 
thing I’m very excited about.’ 
However, he cautioned that 
more work needs to be done 
to improve the helmet tech- 
nology which he called ‘a little 
slow’ and said causes ‘some 
people to get seasick.’ 

On the topic of computer 
use for a wide range of appli- 
cations, Gates said, ‘We need 
to get better movie capability. 
We need to get better music 
capability,’ He pointed out 
that PC makers have been 
adding features, while holding 
prices steady, rather than 
offering cheaper machines. 
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=... Make newsletters, stationery, advertising, 

tm __ ‘lyers or brochures in minutes! Dozens of 
templates and powerful page pilots quide you 
easily. Now anyone can create professional 
designs in minutes. 

CD/Disk RRP $89 








=a Designworks 3 

Create posters, fliers, cards, certificates, 
|. menus, invitations, logos and more quickly 
13/GH) and easily. Includes 100 fonts, 2800 clipart 
| images and dozens of templates. 
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“ CD/Disk RRP $89__ if & 
NEW Add Ons = °29.%> rv ( 4° 
ede Border Creator: Create original fully ; . 
f=’ scalable borders to use in any DTP program 4 & 
r or Word Processor. Complete with 40 ¢ 5 
= examples and 100 Clipart. 3 


Kids Fonts: Designed for little monsters, 


eee |Win 95 
Kids Fonts are ideal for sneaky grown-ups : 


as welll Includes fonts such as Pizza, Pasta S 
; sh — 95 
Scary Monster and 17 others. Fonts, Clip, Photos 49.7 > RRP 


(each complete with a spiral bound reference manual) 





= 100 Headline Fonts: Contains 100 original 1500 Photos: Professional photo images in 
Mes TrueType fonts that will add a fresh look to all 24 bit colour organised into easy to use 
sour documents. 100 Designer fonts also categories. Use each photo as often as you 
<<; available. like. CD ONLY 





==, 1000 Fonts: Ideal for presentations, posters, 
3 newsletters and reports - these 1,000 
— TrueType designer fonts will lift your 
‘ey everyday designs. CD ONLY 


» ClipArt Gallery: 600 pieces of full colour 
@ Clipart in 12 categories including Business, 
~~ People & Transport. Includes free Clipart 
Browser. 





_ 5000 Pictures: Illustrate your documents 
5.’ with full colour images in CGM format. Easy 
= to modify in your favourite draw programs or 
@ Designworks. CD ONLY 


ClipArt Portfolio: 600 pieces of full colour 
Clipart in 12 categories including 
Computers,Education, Sport. Includes free 
Clipart Browser. 








UETerdelagt-telt: mar: Mm (-recel ale] 
developer of design and 
authoring software for mul- 
timedia presentations, has 
Taleveltiaterctemaal-m-Weclircleli tay 
of a Netscape Navigator 

ed Sle mimiela@elivere Auic i= mere) | & 
tent. Introduced at a recent 
WETelgelait-telt: Mert m ee] 
ence, Shockwave was 

fe [AIT=3 fo) ol Tem Comer gine mitli merle 
timedia content to the 
World Wide Web. 


Sun Microsystems and 
Netscape Communications 
have announced a new 
relcelele-Tnaleuiite miclerejercle(omcels 
creating and customising 
orelralelenccrmacciauiveld @- lala, 
Internet software applica- 
tions, called JavaScript. 
The new language is 
designed to work with 
both Sun’s Java and the 
hypertext markup lan- 
guage (HTML) to create 
interactive content for the 
internet and other net- 
works, officials said. The 
browser can be down- 
loaded from Netscape’s 
World Wide Web site, 
which is at 
http://home.netscape.com/. 
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Updates 


Compuserve’s Internet Explorer 


In a move designed to 
strengthen its ‘open’ online 
Internet World Wide Web 
strategy, Compuserve said it 
has reached an agreement 
with Microsoft to license its 
Internet Explorer Web 
browser. 

Compuserve officials said it 
will include a customised ver- 
sion of Internet Explorer in 
upcoming versions of the 


company’s retail and corpo- 
rate Internet suite software 
packages. 

An Internet Explorer version 
will also be available for 
downloading and use on 
Compuserve’s own online ser- 
vice, as well as its new Wow 
consumer online service. 

For more information, Web 
users can access Microsoft’s 
home page at http://www. 


Standard CD labels 


The Interactive Multimedia 
Association (IMA) has 
announced a labeling plan 
meant to help CD-ROM buy- 
ers make sure the titles they 
buy will work with their 
computers. The IMA said it 
hopes its CD-Match program 
will reduce retail returns of 
multimedia titles, currently 
running at about 30%. 

The program will put stan- 
dardised labels on CD-ROM 
software, indicating the hard- 
ware and software needed to 


run each disc. The label will 


list requirements under eight 
headings: operating system, 
CPU type and speed, hard 
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drive space, memory, graph- 
ics, CD-ROM speed, audio, 
and other needs. 

Since many PC owners may 
not be sure how their 
machines stack up on all 
those counts, the IMA also 
plans to provide free software 
that, when run on a PC, will 
provide a listing of its fea- 
tures in a format that corre- 
sponds to the CD-Match 
label. 

Ken Christie, the IMA’s vice- 
president of marketing, told 
Newsbytes this software will 
also give PC owners a way to 
check that their new PCs have 
in fact been delivered with the 


microsoft.com/ , or 
Compuserve’s at 
http:/Awww.compuserve.com/ 
. Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer can be downloaded 
from http:/Awww.microsoft. 
com/windows/. Compuserve 
customers can download 
Internet Explorer from both 
Compuserve’s home page, as 
well as Spry’s Web site at 
http://www.spry.com/ . 


advertised features. For that 
reason, and because of com- 
plications that would be asso- 
ciated with labeling hardware, 
the IMA does not foresee CD- 
Match labels appearing on 
hardware. 

Christie said the CD Match 
labeling system is ready to go 
and detailed specifications are 
available to software produc- 
ers now. The IMA has posted 
details on its World Wide 
Web page at 
http://(www.ima.org, including 
sample labels and the free 
computer-assessment soft- 
ware, which runs on a variety 
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‘Why have they 
forgotten me?” 





Muscular Dystrophy isn’t very well known, so 
governments don’t get behind it like they could. 
Not enough votes in it, you see. It often gets 
confused with other, better funded causes, so it 
tends to go unnoticed. Forgotten. 

That doesn’t change the fact that it cripples and 
kills. And that young people all over Australia 
are in desperate need of your help. 


A $10 (or more) contribution could make the 
difference. Send it to Muscular Dystrophy As- 
sociation. GPO Box 9932 in your capital city. 


Please don’t forget. 





—— Jogether, we can beat 
Muscular Dystrophy 


MOFFATT SHARP 12998D 
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1995’s Most 
Popular 


For a FREE KIT 

of Australia's top 
selling accounting 
software, just fill in 
the coupon 
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Attaché gives you 
serious, instant and 
accurate information 
about your business 
finances - cash posi- 
tion, trial balances, 
customers, suppliers, 
stock, payroll, general 
ledger, and more. 

See for yourself ee 
more businesses install 





Attaché, according to 
independent eUNeyS 
We'll send you a kit 
without charge or 
obligation. 


& 





Attac 


Serious Accounting Software 


he 





Fax: 1 800 659 301 (Free call) 


Dealers/Consultants Country Wide 


Mail to: Attaché Software Australia Pty. Ltd. PO Box 1070, North Sydney, 
NSW Australia 2059 or Phone (02) 9929 8700 Please send me a free kit. 


Name 


(please print) 


Company 





Address 








Postcode 





Business Phone {_} SSCS. Employees 


Type of Business 
Areas of Interest (please tick) 
C11 Cash Book CO) Products 


Lj Cash Register Cj Suppliers 
(0 General Ledger O Invoicing 
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L] Payroll 
L] Customers (} Purchase Order 
CL] Report Writer C7 Other 


Industry Updates 





Microsoft on the ‘net 


‘Integration and continuity.’ 
Those are the words 
Microsoft Chairman Bill 
Gates used during his 
keynote speech at an all-day 
briefing session for reporters 
and analysts to describe 
Microsoft’s newly developed 
Internet strategy in mid- 
December. 

The integration part has 
already started, with 
Microsoft issuing a a paper 
blizzard of announcements 
about cross-relationships 
with other companies. 

Perhaps the most surprising 
of those was the deal with 
Compuserve, in which the 
online subscription service 
agreed to license Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer and said it 


will include a customised ver- 


sion of that Web browser 
software in upcoming ver- 
sions of its Internet In a Box, 
Internet In a Box for Kids, 
Mosaic In A Box, and 
Internet Office. It will also be 
included in Compuserve’s 
new consumer online service 
being developed under the 
name Wow. 

Gates said Microsoft will 
continue to distribute 
Explorer at no charge. The 
company is working on ver- 
sions of Explorer for Apple 
Computer’s Macintosh oper- 
ating system and for 
Windows 3.1. 

In what was reported by the 
Associated Press as, literally, 
an eleventh-hour decision 
Wednesday, Gates also 
announced a licensing deal 
with Sun Microsystems for 
Java, a programming lan- 
guage for the Internet. 

The company also 
announced development of 
an interactive 3D multimedia 
animation technology for the 
Internet called virtual reality 
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modeling language 
(ActiveVRML). Microsoft 
said ActiveVRML is opti- 
mised for authoring and play- 
back on personal computers 
and allows content authors to 
deliver 3D multimedia effects 
easily on the Internet. 

During his speech, Gates 
articulated another of his 
visions of computing. He pre- 
dicted businesses will adopt 
the Internet for internal busi- 
ness use for communication 
with employees, supplier and 
customers via, what he 
called, the ‘Intranet’, and pre- 
dicted that Internet applica- 


tions will likely emerge faster 
than those for the general 
consumer market. 

Gates said Microsoft will 
offer free Internet add-ons 
sometime next year for its 
Windows 95 and Windows 
NT products, and demon- 
strated test versions of some 
of those add-ons, which are 
designed to allow users to 
more easily Web pages or to 
organise a Web page into a 
nest of folders. The add-ons 
will be distributed over the 
Internet at no cost and will 
also be pre-installed by some 
2G rimakcns: 


IBM Virtual World 


IBM Virtual World, newly available on the Web as a free down- 
loadable demo, represents the kind of ‘collaborative’ environ- 
ment that will soon appear in software ranging from systems 
management to data warehousing, and that will also play a key 
role in electronic commerce on the Web, predicts IBM. 


IBM’s new three-dimensional 3D Virtual World belongs in the 
same general category of ‘groupware’ front ends that Lotus has 
aiso pioneered. ‘IBM is used to doing things like systems man- 
agement and databases. But with Virtual World, IBM is entering 
the bold new area of ‘social computing’ in a big way,’ elaborated 
a spokesman during an interview with Newsbytes. 

‘IBM Virtual World is also a critical piece of 1BM’s Internet strat- 
egy, because it represents a new kind of interface that we 
believe will be critical to the widespread adoption of electronic 
commerce. The bottom line is that Virtual World goes beyond 
the 2D static environment into a place where you're working 
with and interacting with other people,’ he continued. 

IBM will incorporate virtual reality (VR) into front ends for its 
own products, including offerings like systems management 
and data warehousing, the IBM exec revealed. 

IBM's new Virtual World actually consists of three sets of 3D 
‘locations’, according to the executive. One of these, the 
Community Forum, is the ‘center for social computing’, with VR 
chat rooms where people can meet and interact by industry, 
geographic areas, or user group. In another area of IBM Virtual 
World, drawn from the Los Angeles Public Library, you can 
search for a variety of old, rare documents in The Historical 
Library, in addition to viewing digitised photos from the fibrary’s 
Shades of LA collection that show daily life in Los Angeles at 
the turn of the 20th century. 

In a third place, The Solution Center, you can find out about 13 
different kinds of products and services from IBM and Lotus, 
ranging from application development and database manage- 
ment to hardware and networking, moving to hyperlinked Web 
pages for more information. The free IBM Virtual World demo is 
available from the Web at http://www.software.ipbm.com. 





-Your first step to discovering 
a whole new world 
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All the software you need 1s included, as well as 
your registration and ten hours online with 
Microplex, Australia s premiere Internet service 
provider, 


Cal Microglex ty 9 él ryOUr Bes 
decler or one of our fine distributors: 


NSW: Dicker Data 
(02) 5252122 

QLD: — Electronic Accessories 
(075) 593 4442 

SA Techworks 

(08) 410 3100 

VIC: Modem Connection 
(03) 948 26557 

TAS:  Computerland Hobart 
(002) 310 119 


Starter Kit 
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Each month we Feature a Selection of hardware and software products 
to help you wwOrkK more effectively 


TraxData 8x CD-ROM 


The fasted CD drive on the block! 


Two times one is two. Two times two is four. Two times four is 
eight. A familiar chant from the schoolroom. Now it’s an indica- 
tion of the speed increases of CD-ROM drives. Early drives could 
access the huge amount of information on a CD-ROM, but they 
did it very, very slowly. Typically they had data transfer rates of 
around 150KB/sec, and average access of nearly half a second — 
dramatically slower than a hard disk. Since then there have been 
faster CD-ROM drives than those original single-speed drives. 
Double speed have been popular for a long while, and quad 
speeds have sold very well for a year or so, while a few 6x speed 
drives have been released. 

Now TraxData has release its TraxROM TX8422, an 8x speed 
drive with a data throughput of 1200KB/sec — almost exactly 
eight times faster than those original single speed CD-ROM dri- 
ves, and in the same league as many hard disk drives. Average 
access is 227ms, faster than single and double speed drives, 
though significantly slower than a hard disk. Given that a CD- 
ROM can be optimised for access before it is stamped, the 8x 
speed drive gives performance dramatically better than CD-ROM 
drives in lower speed categories. 

The TraxData 8x drive is a half-height, internal drive with 
an IDE interface. It comes complete with a data cable and an 
audio cable, but no controller is in the package as it would 
normally be connected to an existing IDE controller as a slave 
to the hard drive. Alternatively, it could be connected to a sec- 
ondary IDE controller, or to an IDE interface on those more 
recent sound cards that uses IDE instead of proprietary inter- 
faces. A single disk with driver software is included in the 
package, as is single A5 double-sided sheet of installation 
instructions. 
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Installation 
in a system with a single IDE hard drive is quite 
straight-forward. Just open the computer case, mount the drive, 


== 


Ce eee fied 
iii es 


and plug in the IDE, power and audio cables. Then run the 
installation program to load the drivers onto the hard disk and 
to up-date autoexec.bat and config.sys. Then reboot, and the 
drive 1s recognised and operational. 

The front of the drive has a standard appearance. A motorised 
tray takes most of the width and half the height of the front of 
the drive. Beneath it is a headphone socket and volume control, 
a LED to indicate drive activity, and two buttons. One of these 
is used to open and close the CD tray, while the other starts an 
audio CD playing. 

In use the drive had sparkling performance, exactly as the 
benchmark results would predict. It ran under DOS, Windows 


TraxData 8x Generic 2x Generic 1x 


Avg Access (ms) 227.4 295.8 473.8 
Full Stroke Access (ms) 408.3 582.8 807.2 
Data Transfer (KB/sec) 1190.1 298.3 148.5 


Compared to a double speed (2x) CD-drive and a single speed 
(1x), the TraxData 8x drive’s data transfer rate is fast! 


3.1 and Windows 95 with no problems, though no 32-bit drivers 
for Windows 95 were included and it used the 16-bit Windows 
3.1 drivers under both Windows 3.1 and Windows 95. 

The performance of the TraxData 8x CD-ROM drive is 
impressive. For some time sales of single and double speed CD- 
ROM drives have been diminishing. The release of 8x drives 
means that now even quad speed drives will only appeal to buy- 
ers who are particularly price sensitive. — John Hepworth 


Pressworks PowerPack CD 
Easy DTP plus fonts and clipart 





I reviewed the Pressworks DTP software in the October ‘95 
issue, and said then that it was ‘most intuitive and practical, 
and that its Page Pilots document design system were the easi- 
est I'd ever used.’ Eight of these Pilots are built in to help users 
set up newsletters, business manuals, personalised stationery 
and so on, and what intrigued me was the Cue Card that 
popped up after I’d finished my Pilot assisted design to offer 
even more help in adding graphics, effects and text. 

My original review copy came eight HD floppies and took 
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TraxData 8x CD-ROM 
$1114, from TraxData (03) 9870 5955. 


Who's it for? The fastest CD drive you can urrently buy. 
What’s it for? CD use where speed is important. 
Pluses: Speed and compatibility. 

/Minuses: The price. 


some little while to install. The PowerPack version came to me 
on CD and includes the complete Pressworks 2 software and 
three extra modules called Headline Fonts, Clipart Portfolio 
and PowerTable. 

This last item is a knockout little spreadsheet program which 
is very easy to use and lets you quickly design tables and grids 
using colour to highlight various sections for effect and read- 
ability. I knocked up a little table comparing items of footwear 
then saved it in the approved manner, later being able to 
import it into another document and resize and position it to 
suit by using the ‘ears’ provided on the frame containing tt. 

PowerTable would be very useful in making striking looking 
order forms and price lists, for example, and the powerful cal- 
culation functions it contains let you quickly do real spread- 
sheet totals and percentages. 

Desktop publishing is all about mixing text and graphics, and the 
ability to insert graphics just where you want them is a must in any 
DTP software. Pressworks 2 does that, of course, and makes it 
much easier with the addition of the Clipart Portfolio. This is a col- 
lection of 600 or so graphic images divided into a dozen categories 
like Agriculture, Holidays, Industry, Sport, Education and so on. 
The Clipart Browser lets you flip between the categories and 
shows each one as a screen full of thumbnails in full colour. 

TrueType fonts are great! But having said that, I’d also have to 
say that to some users it’s a bit like collecting stamps in that 
they cram as many as possible into their Windows directories 
‘in case they’ll be needed for a special job one day.’ Indeed, | 
spoke to a chap just the other day who told me that Windows 


The most advanced Web Publishing Studio in Australia 


TERMINATOR e@ | 
JUDGMENT DAY. 


Virtual Reality - 3D Graphics - Multimedia - Productions from only $90 a page 


Using the same industrial Strength 
SILICON GRAPHICS Computers 
used to make the Stunning Effects in 





to create the effects in your 
Internet Site and Power 
your Internet Connection .. 
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95 apparently won’t let him have any more than 975 TrueType 
fonts in his installation! I’ll admit that I’ve been through that 
kind of thinking, but nowadays I’m a bit more judicious with 
my precious hard disk space. 

This collection of Headline Fonts consists of mostly very use- 


Corel Home Series CD-ROMs 


Need to keep the pre-schoolers busy? 








The Corel corporation is justifiably well known for its high-end 
graphics products, but of late it has been spreading its wings 
and moving into new areas of software publishing. Its new 
Home series CD-ROMs is divided into two main subcategories 
—— stories and games. The series contains many titles that are 
story books for early readers and pre-readers, and also contains 
some CD-ROMs with games that are aimed at children of pri- 
mary school age. 

The first three storybooks are titled Blue Tortoise, Red Rhino 
and Green Bear. Aimed at the 3 to 6 year old child, a narrator 
reads a story in either English or Spanish while displaying the 
matching text beneath an animated picture. If a child wants to 
know the sound of a word they can click on it in the text 
beneath the picture and hear it correctly pronounced. Outline 
drawings of each of the frames in the story can be coloured in 
by a child, and printed out on a mono or colour printer. 

Aimed at a slightly older audience are NN’nN Toymakers and 
Nickolai’s Trains. Nominally aimed at ages 4 to 10 and 4 to 8, 
they are probably of most interest to the 4 to 7 age band. A nar- 
rator reads both these stories, with matching text and animat- 
ed video on screen. Both also have many interactive activities 
for the child. NN’nN Toymakers is just in English, while 
Nickolai’s Trains is in English and Japanese. 

Aimed at children in the later years of primary school are four 
more titles in the Home series, Wild Cards has seven card 
games — Crazy Eights, Hearts, Fish, Old Maid, War, Twenty- 
One, and Klondike. Wild Board Games has five traditional 
board games — Chess, Checkers, Reversi, Snakes and Ladders, 
and Switch Puzzle. Adventures With Edison combines some 
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ful fonts and I’ve decided to allow most of them to stay on my 
system. There’s a really useful organiser called FontGroups, 
which has has built in groups with fonts already sorted out, like 
Everyday, Classic, Modern, Fancy and so on. There’s a facility 
to create your own groups or folders if you wish and every font 
can be viewed on screen to help you decide its grouping. 

These features make work less humdrum and and documents 
easier to work with. This Pressworks PowerPack CD is good 
compromise between a word processer with some DTP features 
and an over-the-top, full-featured DTP package. It’s features 
are just right for producing small, high-quality documents, or 
occasional larger jobs. — Eric Holroyd 


Pressworks 2 PowerPack CD 
$129, from Europress, (02) 748 4847, fax (02) 748 2990. 


Who's it for? Best suited for those who need to DTP small 
documents; suited for occasional larger documents. Ideal for 
producing forms in-house. 

© Pluses: Easy to set-up and use; FontGroups. 

& Minuses: Too many fonts! 


BLUE TORTOISE 
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arcade-type games with educational activities in science, music 
and logic. Finally, Arcade Mania has three arcade games — 
Nova 3, Neutrino, and Lunar Fox. 

All of the Corel Home CD ROMs are well designed and 
presented, but they do demand a fast computer (486 or bet- 
ter) and a fast CD ROM (double speed is adequate, quad 
speed or higher very desirable) if long pauses between scenes 
are to be avoided. — JH 


Corel Home series CDs 

$69 each, from Merisel, (02) 9936 1000, fax (02) 9936 1111. 

What is it? Multi-lingual stories and activities for pre-schoolers. 

Who’s it for? Pre-schoolers who can use a computer on their own. 

O° Pluses: Well designed entertainment; multi-lingual titles. 

6 Minuses: Best-suited for North American kids; lack of 
depth to programs makes them expensive ‘toys’. 





Measure your blood pressure with clinical accuracy in 
your own home or office. Simply connect the 
DynaPulse 200M to a serial port and your computer 
turns into a sophistciated blood pressure & cardiovas- 
cular monitoring system. The effects over a period of 
time of changing stress levels, diet, exercise, and mec- 
ication become readily apparent. This technology pro- 
vides an accurate on screen graph of pulse wave- 
forms. This is a valuable visual tool for arrhythmia 
detection and measurement accuracy validation. More 
importantly, systolic, diastolic and mean arterial pres- 
sures are actually measured rather than calculated. 

Cat. No. 16000 Blood Pressure Monitoring System $acg 


SIMM RAM Tester 


This RAM tester incorporates a microprocessor and a 
programmable delay line to auto test and dispiay infor- 
mation about the SIMM under test. SIMM size may be 
64K to 16Mb in 30-pin format, or 1Mb to 32Mb in 72- 
pin format. it will quickly identify the size and configu- 
ration of the memory module under test as well as 
identifying true or fake parity. The test speed can be 
adjusted from 40 ns to 120 ns with a resolution of 1 ns. 
Cat. No.3174 RAM Tester $1499 


2.5 HDD Mounting Frame 


Includes mounting rails to allow 2.5” HDD to be mount- 
ed in a 3.5” bay as well as screws and 5.25” power/IDE 
cable adapter. 

Cat. No. 6243 2.5” HDD Mounting Frame 


PCMCIA Ethernet Adapter 


$16 






This Ethernet PCMCIA adapter is switchless, software 
configurable, and provides full support for the PCMCIA 
card information structure (CiS) 

« Both RJ-45 and BNC connectors provided 

* 10 Mbps transfer rate 

« Extensive driver support including Noveli Netware 
3.X, 4.X ODI Driver, NDIS Driver and Packet Driver 

¢« NE-2000 driver compatible 

* No external power supply required 

Cat. No. 11256 Ethernet Adapter PCMCIA BNC/UTP $439 


Phone:(043) 89 8444 


Australia-Wide Express Courier (To 3kg) 
We welcome Bankcard VISA Mastercard 


FreeFax 1 800 625 777 








16650 UARTS 

The 16650 is a direct replacement for the 16550 & 
16450 UARTS and amongst other features, increases 
the transmit and receive FIFO buffers from 16 bytes 


to 32 bytes. 
Cat. No. 8378 


Ethernet Hubs 


16650 UART $35 





Both the 8 & 16 Port Hubs perform full 10 Mbps 
Ethernet multi-port repeater functions including pre- 
amble regeneration and fragment extension. They are 
fully compliant with IEEE802.3 10Base2 and 10BaseT 
standards. In addition, the 16 Port Hub maybe free 
standing or rack mountable. A Jabber function auto- 
matically isolates network faults (auto partition). Both 


models include one BNC connector. 
Cat. No. 11269 8 Port 10BaseT Hub 
Cat. No. 11268 16 Port 10BaseT Hub 


$329 
$465 


Communications Synchronous Card 


* Powerful serial communication adapter (uses 
Hitachi HD64570) 

* Muiti-protocois supported: Bit sync, Byte sync, 
Async 

« Built-in DMA for fast data transmission 

¢ Built-in 32-byte FIFO for transmit/receive data 

* Large data buffer: 256K bytes dual-ported RAM 

¢ Communication interface RS232 or V35 selectable 
by jumper 

* Sync i/O rate up to 7M bps 

* Async I/O rate up to 1M bps 

« Supports DOS & Windows drivers 

e Supperis syne programming interface 

Cat. No. 2572 Communications Synchronous Card $925 


Surge Suppressors 


Complete RS-232 surge protection. The perfect 
defence against power fluctuations, spikes, cross 
talk, induced transients & close proximity lightning 
strikes. 

Cat. No. 8386 RS232 DB25 $59 
Cat. No. 8387 RS422 DBS $59 
Complete 10BaseT protection. Surge protection pre- 
vents connections being lost on the network. 


Cat. No. 8388 10BaseT RJ45 1 Port $59 
Cat. No. 8389 10BaseTt RJ45 4Port $120 
Cat. No. 8390 10BaseT RJ45 8 Port $245 
Cat. No. 8391 10Basef RJ45 12 Port $335 
Cat. No. 8392 10BaseT BNC 1 Port $59 


Dealer Enquiries Welcome 


PO Box 90 Bateau Bay NSW 2261 


Vamtest Pty Ltd trading as MicroGram Computers 
ACN 003 062 100 


Fam Com 












uters 


Network UTP Cable Tracer & Tester 


Twelve locators are included with this tester to allow 12 
individual cables to be traced and identified at once. 
Also checks cables for open circuits, shorts and 
crossed wires. The master unit has an easy to read 
LCD display. 


Cat. No. 11513 Network UTP Cable Tracer & Tester $799 


55 Key Programmable POS Keyboard 


Our top of the line keyboard featuring very robust con- 
struction, compact size, down foadable key assign- 
ments (eg switch from breakfast to lunch menus), 
multi-level programming, ability to download entire 55 
key template into internal non-volatile memory in 7 
secs!, keyboard emulation(wedge) interface with 
optional RS-232 interface and internal 2KB non- 
volatile memory. 

Cat. No. 8356 55 Key POS Keyboard 


Upgrade Your BIOS 
Upgrade your — 
BiOS to sup- 
port Large 
Hard drives 
up to 8.4GB 
capacity. 
Implements 
LBA mode iff 
not native and 
will autocon- 
figure the 
CMOS _ with 
the hard dive == 


3550 
















parameters. No software drivers are required. 
Cat. No. 2564 


Bi-directional Parallel Printer Cards 


HOD iSA BIOS Card 559 





Available as 1, 2 or 3 port, these bi-directional parallel 
ports have an 83 byte FIFO buffer that can be config- 
ured to LPT1 (3BC), LPT2 (378), LPT3 (278), LPT4 
(268), LPT5 (27C) or LPT6 (26C) and set on interrupts 
3 through to 15. 


Cat. No, 2314 1 Port $59 
Cat. No. 2315 2 Port S72 
Cat. No. 2316 3 port $97 
E&OE Ail prices include sales tax MICROGRAM 0296 


Fax: (043) 89 8388 
$10 


We welcome Bankcard VISA Mastercard 


FreeFax 1 800 625 777 


New Products 


What Went Where 


Here’s a basic, DOS-based cash book 


How do you keep your financial records? On scraps of paper, 
shoved into a shoe box with the cheque stubs for the year? How 
does your accountant or tax agent greet you — with raised eye- 
brows and deep sighs? If either of these apply to you, it’s time 
you got methodical and started to use your computer to record 
your income and expenses. Then, at tax time or at any other 
time you need to see an accountant or bank manager, it’s much 
easier to print out a report that lists all your financial activities. 
It’s also much easier to know exactly what your commitments 


are, and what ts in the bank to meet those commitments. 
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Select an account and the main WWW window appears. 
There are four main areas on this screen. These cover data 
entry, maintenance, reports and miscellaneous. 

Under the heading of Data Entry is a menu with options for 
entry of details of cheques, deposits, other transactions, hold- 
ing funds, and monthly reconciliation. The maintenance menu 
is used to create and edit codes for income, expense and trans- 
fers, as well as opening balances, and adjusting details of unrec- 
onciled payments or deposits. 

There are several reports available, which can be viewed on 
screen, printed, or send to a disk file. These are payments, 
income, account summaries, transaction journal, cheque list, and 
data export. The miscellaneous menu is used to backup data to 





floppy, restore data, year end update, configure 
the system, format floppies, and re-index files. 
Data entry is quite convenient, with cheque 

: numbers automatically incrementing and 
bank statement reconciliation being quite 


Other trasvaect ies 1 SCUU rl Seamer report b 

Re tding Munde 4 Vrensectinn Journal report easy. Transactions can be split over more 

Boathty recone lLintian - a ae te ings than one category. Reports are also simple to 
create, clear, and informative. Speed of the 
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There are plenty of high end accounting 
packages, but these are expensive, complicat- 
ed to use, and are aimed at people running a 
business. There are entry-level cash-book 
programs such as Quicken and Microsoft 
Money, but most of these are Windows- 
based, which means that a 386 or better with 
a lot of hard disk space and RAM is required. 
What is needed is an entry-level cash-book | 
program that runs under DOS, making it | 
compatible with all those older machines out 
there as well as being able to run on newer | | 
and faster machines inciuding those that are | 
running Windows. | 

What Went Where is one such program. | 
Designed more for personal use than for business, it is easy to 
install and use, making it relatively easy to keep a computerised 
record of your transactions, and to reconcile your bank state- 
ment when it arrives each month. It can also create reports on 
screen or print them out, and export data in several formats. 
These are Attache, CCH, Lotus, Solution 6, and ASCII text. 

After using the automatic installation program to create new 
directories on the hard disk, and to copy the various files into 
them, the command WWW is used to start What Went 
Where. Optionally it can look only at a single bank account, 
but if you have more than one account it can be set up to han- 


dle them all. 
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system is excellent, even on slow systems 
like a 286 — WWW will fit on a 1.2 MB 
floppy disk (the program plus data files con- 
taining a few transactions), and run on a 286 
with 640 KB of RAM! It will also run in a 
DOS box under Windows. 


WWW is a very good personal cash book. 
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While is not as pretty as either Microsoft Money or Quicken, 
it does the job and runs on far less ambitious computers. 
WWW does not include invoicing, and it is this that makes 
WWW less suitable for business records. — JH 


What Went Where 4.1 

$99.50, from MultiSoft International, (03) 9792 1788. 

What is it? Personal cash book for DOS 

What's it for? Shoe box replacement. 

Pluses: Easy to use, DOS-based; suitable for use on 286. 
Minuses: No invoicing function. 


NEC Versa 500D 
Portable colour under $4000 


New from NEC is a high performance and high value laptop 
that lacks none of the necessary features while having a 
price competitive with any in the market. It’s the NEC Versa 
500D, which has a Cyrix 486 DX4-75 processor, a 340MB 
hard drive, accelerated video, and a colour LCD screen. 
Standard RAM is either 4- or 8MB, expandable to 24MB 
with a single DIMM module. It has a built-in trackball, and 
two PC Card (PCMCIA) slots. Street price ranges from 
under $3000 to around $3500 depending on RAM — great 
value for a quality laptop with these features! 

Opening up the package reveals a compact computer which 
is almost exactly A4 in size at 29cm wide, 23 deep and S$ 
thick. Weight, including the battery, is just 2.8kg. Also in the 
same package is a brief manual which covers in its 90 pages 
the hardware and operational aspects of the computer itself. 
Three floppy disks contain drivers and utilities, while the 
review machine also had a neat carry case that had separate 
compartment for the computer itself and for the power adap- 
tor. DOS 6.x and Windows 3.1 were installed, however flop- 
py disks for these were not in the review package. 

With the screen closed down over the keyboard only a few con- 
nectors are visible. The power inlet socket and PC Card slot cover 


are on the left side, and the floppy disk drive on the right side. 
There is an external combined keyboard/mouse connector on the 
to be plugged in. An _ optiona 
adaptor allows both an external keyboard and a mouse to share 


this port. Be-side the keyboard connector is a cover for the exter- 


“Performance is 
excellent, with CPU 
speed falling midway 
between a DX2-50 and 
a DX4-100, while the 
keyboard and screen 
are very good” 


typical laptop layout without a separate numeric keypad, 
though there is an embedded numeric keypad within the 
alpha key area which is accessed by pressing the Fn key. 
Unfortunately the ‘special function’ markings on the key- 
board are in pale blue on a mid-gray key and are a bit hard 
to read. 


rear, allowing either 


nal ports: video, seri- 
al and parallel are 
provided. 

At the front edge 
of the screen is the 
latch. Opening the 
case reveals a key- 
board towards the 
rear of the deck, 
trackball 
and two buttons in 
front of it. The 
keyboard has a 


with a 


[ ‘. SOFT AUSTRALIA distributes 
the next generation of Microsoft’ Software 


Windows95 


WindowsNT 


Back Office 


Access 


Office95 


PowerPoint 


For your nearest dealer contact q>* SOFT AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Phone: (07) 3252 3555 Fax: (07) 3252 3905 
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The keyboard has very good feel, and touch-typing at nor- 
mal speed and accuracy was no problem. The trackball is as 
good as any on a laptop, but not quite as accurate and com- 
fortable to use as the touchpads on some other laptops. 

Immediately behind the keyboard, and near the left screen 
hinge, is the power switch. This is a push-button switch in a 


“It has all the 
commonly needed 
features, without 


protective well. It takes 
press 
switch it on or off, 


a positive to 
eliminating any risk of 
unintentionally turning 
the computer on and 


flattening the battery, 


any that cost a lot 
but are rarely used” 


Between the screen 
hinges is an LCD status 
display with 11 icons. The 
first indicates if an exter- 


or accidentally turning 
it off and losing work. 


nal AC power supply is 
connected. The second, 
which looks like a drip- 
ping tap, shows if the 
power management fea- 
tures are enabled. Next is 
an icon which shows if the 


| rik 

Katemict Rony 
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battery is in use, and 
blinks when the battery 
runs low. The Suspend 
mode icon blinks if the 
computer 1s in ‘save-to- 
disk’ mode. Next three 
icons are used to show 
hard and floppy disk 
activity, and to indicate if 
there is a PC—CARD 
aees iyereal, Ieee 
four icons in the status 
display are NumLock, 
ScrollLock, CapsLock and 
PadLock. The first three 
of these have the usual 
functions, while PadLock 
enables the special func- 
tions of many of the other 
keys. 

The screen itself is a backlit passive matrix colour screen 
approximately 24cm on the diagonal. It is clear and sharp, 
and is visible in all indoor and most outdoor lighting situa- 
tions. It’s quite usable in filtered sunlight, though in full 
direct sun it is, like virtually all colour LCD screens, hard to 
read. But then, none of us should consider working in the 
blazing sun anyway! 

The built-in display is the standard VGA resolution of 640 
by 480 in 16 or 256 colours. The external video port has 
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three resolutions: 640 by 480, 800 by 600 and 1024 by 768. 
It’s easy to toggle between the internal and the external 
screens, however they cannot be used at the same time — 
something that would useful when giving a presentation as it 
would allow the presenter to use the internal screen while 
allowing the audience to see an external monitor. 

The PC Card slots are one Type H and one Type III. They 
are located on the left side of the computer, behind a hinged 
cover. Unfortunately, when the cover is opened it can’t be 
retracted and is a little vulnerable. AC power supply is a 
compact external transformer. 

Battery life 1s adequate. NEC only claims a two-hour battery 
life, which is achievable even with fairly constant disk activi- 
ty. Intermittent use, which allows the power management 
software to function, can extend this quite considerably. 

—— The NEC Versa 
500D is a very 
desirable laptop. It 
has all the com- 
monly needed fea- 
tures, without any 


aye uneccessary  fea- 
tures that cost a lot 
but rarely 


used. At the same 
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very competitive. 
It’s Performance is 
excellent, with 
CPU speed falling 
midway between a 
DX2-50 and a 
DX4-100. The key- 
board has a solid 
feel, while the 
screen is of the 
high quality exp- 
ected from NEC 
and is very good. 
Disk and _ video 
speed are likewise 
very good. Battery 
life is very reason- 
able, though not as 
good as some other 
laptops. — JH 


NEC Versa 500D 
$3757, from NEC Information Systems Australia, (02) 9930 2000. 


What's it for? High performance mobile computing 

Pluses: Excellent performance, low price for its 
specification. 

Minuses: Blue special function markings on keys are hard 
to read; PC Card slot cover vulnerable when open. 


DISCOVER REAL PROGRAMMING POWER 


Incredible power. Total flexibility. 
Highest professional quality, lightning fast, true stand-alone .EXEs. 
And not one single line of code! 


NEW! 


Build Windows 95° 


A True Craftsman always uses the VERY BEST tool ee 


Visual Basic Delphi Layout 





Irve, Stand-alone EXEs (no run time!) No Yes Yes 
Permits development without any code No No Yes 
Generates Editable, Compilable code in 

your choice of languages No No Yes 
Completely Open Architecture, (++ based No No Yes 
Highest professional quality output No Yes Yes 
Automatic cross-platform support No No Yes 
Powerful Integrated Database No No Yes 
Unlimited free support No No Yes 
Ease of Use Difficult | Very Difficult Easy 
Speed of Development Moderate Moderate Super-fast 
Ease of Learning Moderate | Very Difficult | Very Simple 


Available in Graphical DOS, Windows 3.x, 
Windows 95, and NT versions 


LAYOUT 


The Power to Build Programs 
Without Programming 


Instant, automatic cross-platform compiling 
Capabilities between all versions. 









Powerful inbuilt object-oriented database 
plus SQL, dBase, ODBC options 


Unlimited free technical support. 


FREE INFORMATION DISK 


s< Ask about our internationally acclaimed 


CLEARLY SUPERIOR! correspondence courses in programming 
NOTHING ELSE COMPARES! 


Vt SSS SS 


: bjectives — PHONE (07)3279 5551 


; a Place, Westlake QLD 4074 FAX (07 3279 4494 








Here’s your chance to air your view or gripe about 
the personal computer industry, or to ask about a 


problem you’ve been unable to solve. 


Sorry ... 


Sorry to have dragged you 


away from your e-mail, but 
I felt that I needed to thank 
Your Computer, Longman 
Australia and Sybex for 
the five Windows 95 book 
I received in the mail today 
(as a Winner in the October 
issue’s Longman’s 
competition]. 

Congratulations on the mag- 
azine’s new look and the 
comprehensive coverage of 
the PC world from an 
Australian perspective. Keep 
up the good work! 

Luke Duguid 


Thanks ... 

The December issue’s 486 
table was just what I needed 
at just the right time. I had 
made up my mind to buy 
our oldest son a 486 for 
Christmas but neither my 
wife or I knew where to start 
looking. The detailed listings 
in that issue let our ‘fingers 
do the walking’. They also 
showed us that if we 
shopped around we get a 
Pentium for the same price 
as a 486 — and that’s just 
what we did. 

My thanks to Denis 
Gallagher and the rest of 
your team which did a great 
job listing all of those com- 
puters. You saved me weeks 
of running around compar- 
ing price and models. 

Alan Brummer 


BBS phone lines 
On the 1st of February, all 
BBS’ operating in Australia 
will be charged commercial 
rental fees for their phone 
lines, regardless of whether 
they are commercial ventures 
or not. This will effectively 
double the cost of renting a 
line for BBS usage. 

Telstra have sent notifica- 
tion of the action by regis- 
tered mail to all Sysops in the 
Australian BBS registry list- 
ing. I believe this is not only 
discriminatory in its nature, 
but their method of deciding 
who to apply these charges 
to is grossly inaccurate. The 
registry listing is an unofficial 
listing, and does not contain 
the numbers of all BBS’ in 
this country. It also does not 
include ‘mail only’ systems 
which simply process e-mail. 
This listing nearly entirely 
consists of the names and 
numbers of purely amateur 
systems that are either free 
access or depend on user’s 
donations to cover some 
costs and part time systems 
that run at a loss and the 
expense of their operators. 

I would like to point out 
that many of these systems 
are run by kids in the 13- to 
15-year-old age bracket, who 
are very computer literate, 
mainly due to the free 
exchange of information 
provided by the BBS com- 
munity. They run their ser- 
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vice on their parent’s phone 
line part-time, or use a line- 
sharing device to automati- 
cally switch data calls to 
their modem. As you can 
imagine, when Dad gets a 
certified letter from Telstra 
saying his home phone line 
is now considered a business 
line, charged at twice the 
yearly rental, it is very likely 
to spell the end of his 
son’s/daughter’s BBS. 

I have contacted Austel and 
the Telecommunications 
Industry Ombudsman’s 
office to voice my com- 
plaints, and have been 
assured that they are con- 
cerned about Telstra’s deci- 
sion and that it is being 
reviewed. 

Adam Harrison 


Night City BBS 


It appears that The National 
BBS Registry listing was not 
used exclusively to determine 
which lines were to be 
charged at business rates. | 
know of three BBS’ that are 
not advertised any place, are 
completely private, and have 
never been registered, that 
received the letter. 

It also seems that the pro- 
claimed intention to charge 
all BBS lines at business 
rates is a ‘try on’ — if no 
one complains, what an easy 
source of revenue; if the 
protest is too loud for com- 
fort, we'll let the idea slip for 





Write 
Lor 
Jake Kenndey 
Write Bytes 
Your Computer 
PO Box 199 
Alexandria 
NSW 2015 
Fax (02) 353 
0720 


a year and try again. It 
reminds me of the timed 
local call debacle that raises 
its head every year or so. The 
first time [then] Telecom sug- 
gested it, there was a loud, 
sustained roar of protest 
from the public. The protest 
has lessened each time the 
issue has been raised, and | 
don't doubt that within sever- 
al years we'll see timed local 
calls (albeit, at competitive 
rates) when the public 
protest has been worn away. 

The worry with Telstra 
declaring that BBS lines are 
‘business’ is that it opens the 
door to the spectre of any line 
with a modem connected to it 
should also be charged at the 
higher ‘business’ rate. After 
all, Telstra’s reasoning is that 
BBS’ put a heavier load on 
the phone network than a 
residential voice line, so the 
data lines should be charged 
at the higher ‘business’ rate 
($139.80 per year for a resi- 
dential line; $248.80 per year 
of a business line). Note that 
the Telstra is not necessarily 
saying that BBS’ are being 
used for business purposes, 
rather, that they put a heavier 
load on the phone network 
and therefore should pay 
more. 

| spoke to Telstra this morn- 
ing (18 December) about the 
issue. It’s still early days — 
they are working on the next 
step, which is to differentiate 








MURDER, SEX 
AND SUSPENS 


In The Most Exhilarating Race To The lop Of The Corporate Ladder. 





Microforum’s Virtual Corporation, the first totally voice-controlled 


(keyboard optional) CD-ROM game for Windows® ‘95, takes you into a 
cold-blooded world where only the strong survive 


Virtual Corporation transports you into the not too distant future where 
you are given the opportunity of becoming President of Pogodyne 
Systems, the most powerful Internet corporation in the world. Starting 
on the lowest rung of the corporate ladder, you begin an exhilarating 
race to the top of the corporation where you will experience it all 


The road to becoming master of your own destiny, rests upon your 
ability to form alliances within the heart of the Virtual Corporation 
No one is secure. Nothing is as it seems. Intrigue, relationships, 
espionage and constant surveillance are but a few of the elements 
you must learn to master in order to make it to the Presidency. 
Microforum’s Virtual Corporation provides sensational interactivity 
thanks to use of the latest voice-recognition technology. No voice 


training is required. You simply talk to the various characters in the 
game by using the microphone provided for you 


¢ The next step up in voice-operated, interactive CD-ROM 
¢ Simulated, real-time interactivity with live actors 


¢ Stunning 3D virtual environments, graphics & animation 
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 


Windows*95, Double Speed CD-ROM, 486DX/50, Accelerated SVGA card (640x480 colours) 


¢ Actual interactive games within the game itself! 
8 MB RAM, Windows Supported Sound Card, Mouse 


RECOMMENDED: 486DX/66, 486DX-4/75, 486DX-4/100 or any Pentium based system 
Accelerated Video Card, Triple or Quad Spin CD-ROM, Joystick 


CViccoforum) 


¢ Challenging and intriguing story scenario 


a true 32 bit game 
for Windows” 95 


Distributed in Australia by Pactronics Ph (02) 417 7255 or (07) 3854 1982. 


MADE IN CANADA 


Available from leading software stockists including Harvey Norman, Memdex, Games’R’Us, Metrosoft, Computerland Southport, Meghead, Software 4 You 
All other trademarks and registered trademarks are of their respective companies. Microforum’s Virtual Corporation™ is a trademark of Microforum Inc. 


Letters 


‘commercial’ BBS systems 
from the pure ‘hobby’ sys- 
tems. Not an easy exercise. 


Useless CDs 

For Christmas I bought five 
games CDs as presents for my 
husband and children. We 
have three computers, all less 
than two years old. The com- 
puters are all well-known 
brands and have worked with- 
out any pro-blems with a large 
selection of programs. 
However, of the five CDs I 
bought, two of them wouldn’t 
run properly on any of the 
machines, two of them worked 
fine with two of the machines, 
and the fifth one worked with 
all three computers. 

Before I bought the CDs, I 
checked the boxes to make 
sure they were suitable to 
use on our computers, all of 
which are MPC 486s. The 
CDs that won’t work on any 
of the machines say on the 
box that the sound card they 
need must be a ‘Windows- 
compatible’. We’ve never 
had trouble with the sound 
cards before under Windows, 
although most of the games 
we play are from DOS. Two 
of the cards are from Sound 
Galaxy and the other one is 
a SoundBlaster. 

When I took the CDs back, 
the dealer said he couldn’t 
take them back because the 
shrink wrap had been 
remov-ed. He also said, 
without trying the CDs, 
there was nothing wrong 
with them and I should have 
my computers checked out 
(which he would do for a 
$50 fee for each computer 
plus a charge for any new 
components and labour). 

There is nothing wrong with 
our computers. What can I 
do? I'd be be happy to 
exchange the CDs for ones 


that do work, but the dealer 
wasn't very helpful. 
Louise Herzfeld 


If it makes you feel any better, 
the current ‘return’ rate for CDs 
is about 30%. Most of these 
are returned for the same rea- 
son you want to return yours 
— they won't work with a par- 
ticular computer even though 
(according to the specs on the 
box) they should. A reputable 
dealer will take details of the 
computer system and then 
take the CDs back, either for 
exchange or refund, and then 
return the discs to the CD pub- 
lisher for credit. 

In any event, you have a 
rignt to expect a working prod- 
uct — after all, that’s what 
you paid for. Contact your 
local Consumer Affairs office 
and complain. Also, find your- 
self a reputable dealer. 


Mug volunteer 


I work in marketing for an 
importing company. We bring 
in a number of product lines 
from more than a dozen dif- 
ferent companies and sell to 
over a hundred dealers. At a 
marketing meeting recently 
we decided that a monthly 
newsletter to the dealers is 
needed to keep them 
informed about new products 
and special deals we offer. 
Like a mug, I volunteered to 
do the newsletter. 

We have a LANtastic net- 
work (which we chose after I 
showed my boss an article on 
peer-to-peer networking in 
your magazine last year) with 
a mix of 486s and Pentiums. 
The PC I will use to produce 
the newsletter is a DX2-66 
486 with 8MB or RAM. But 
I’m not sure about which DTP 
package to use? As well as the 
very pricey top-end packages, 
there are about half-dozen 
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others for around $200. Also, 
what type of graphics software 
would you suggest to handle 
scans since we will scan colour 
brochures from overseas sup- 
pliers for illustrations in our 
newsletters. 

What sort of software and 
hardware do you use to pro- 
duce Your Computer? 


The actual DTP work on the 
magazine is done on an old 
workhorse — a 40MHz 386, 
connected with LANtastic to a 
33MHz 486 server, which 
actually does most of the 
work. We’ve boosted the origi- 
nal configuration of the 386 
to 8MB of RAM and have 
recently added a 21-inch NEC 
colour monitor and a Matrox 
Impressions video card with 
4MB of VRAM to give us a 
1600 by 1200 display (this 
size and resolution is neces- 
sary to be able to read the 
text on a displayed double- 
page spread). 

The DTP software we use is 
Quarkxpress version 3.3; for 
handling the graphics — 
screen captures and scanned 
images — we use Picture 
Pubtisher 5.0. The tables in the 
magazine are initially set up in 
a tabbed Word 6.0 document 
and then imported into Quark. 
Text is prepared in WordStar — 
an old DOS word processor 
that doesn’t require the use of 
a mouse (this makes for very 
fast subbing and writing). We 
use CorelDraw 4 occasionally 
for ‘fancy heads’ and small 
graphics, like those used with 
our Desktop and Printer 
Updates in the ‘Release 
Updates’ section. 

We've tried a number of 
other software packages over 
the years, but always go back 
to that software mentioned 
above. Besides, the less soft- 
ware we use, the more effi- 


ciently we can produce the 
magazine (with Windows pack- 
ages, it often takes almost as 
long to open a document and 
to save it, as it does to do the 
task at hand). 


Buy now or 
later? 

My old 486 is ready for 
replacement. I’ve been look- 
ing at Pentium systems, but 
every time | decide on one, 
there’s a new one with a 
faster chip. I just read in your 
magazine about a new 
133MHz system and IJ almost 
bought a 75MHz Pentium a 
couple months ago. 

Should I buy a 133MHz 
Pentium? They seem to be 
quite expensive compared to 
slower Pentiums, but I don’t 
want to buy a computer that 
will be obsolete in 6 months. 


No Pentium system will be 
‘obsolete’ for some time, 
although faster systems will 
certainly continue to hit the 
streets (the first of the 
Pentium Pros are already out). 
My suggestion is you don’t 
wait, but buy the fastest 
Pentium with the biggest hard 
disk you can afford today. A 
computer system is really only 
obsolete when it won’t run the 
latest software releases; using 
that criterium, 486s are only 
just now reaching obsoles- 
cence, some four years after 
their initial introduction. 
Pentiums are likely to have 
the same ‘life-expectancy’, if 
not longer. Of course, if you 
stop upgrading your software, 
the Pentium is likely to last 
for a good many years — | 
know a chap who has been 
using a 286 for almost 10 
years. It’s had a new hard 
disk and a memory expan- 
sion card added, and never 
misses a beat. 
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Win95 Software 


While every software publisher has been scrambling 

to put the Win95 logo on its boxes, most of these packages 
are tarted up, old 16-bit software. John Hepworth reports on 
the real 32-bit packages that are available now. 





indows 95 is a great step 
forward, with long file 
names, right-click to 


quick menus, property sheets and 
easier uninstall. It also has better 


a multi-tasking, adds multi-threading, 





and has better addressing and mem- 


| ory management. While Win 95 can 


run most DOS or Windows 3.1 pro- 
grams, the greatest 
upgrade to it is to be able to run 
programs that use its new features 
and its new programming interface 
and user interface. For that you'll 
need real, native mode 32-bit soft- 
GresMikentnatinstes@enc: 

It’s nearly six months now since 


reason To 


the release of Windows 95, plenty 
of time for native mode Windows 
95 programs to be released. A 
steady stream of native mode 
Windows 95 applications have been 
hitting the shelves of computer 
stores over the last few months. 
While still outnumbered by 
Windows 3.1 titles, there are now 
native-mode Windows 95 applica- 
tions in most categories. There are 
full featured office suites from 
Microsoft, Lotus, and ... Novell 
(maybe). Integrated office applica- 
tions come from Claris and 
Microsoft. Graphics have been 
released by Corel, and Micrografx. 
Antiviral utilities are from McAfee, 
Symantec and Touchstone, and 
CAD from DesignCAD 3D. Utilities 
are from Symantec, Starfish, and 
Quarterdeck. PIMs from Janna and 
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Microsoft. Languages, project man- 
agement, and databases are from 
Microsoft, and networking from 
Artisoft. Desktop Publishing is from 
Adobe and Microsoft. 

If you have a Pentium and are run- 
ning Win95, you'll need applica- 
tions like those here to take 
advantage of al! that 
Running old 16-bit software on 
such a system is like having a V8 


power. 


and only first gear. 
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(Pelliphving paver ‘or the creative professional 


Adobe PageMaker’ 6.0 


The first Adobe Windows 95 
native-mode products are the desk- 
top publishing program PageMaker 
6.0, image editor Photoshop 3.04, 
and drawing software Illustrator 
4.03. Windows 95 versions of the 
remaining Adobe products will be 
released during 1996, and will be 
certified by Microsoft as Windows 
95 logo compliant. By exploiting 


the Windows 95 features of 32-bit 
addressing and multiple threads of 
execution, they boost the perfor- 
mance of power-hungry graphics 
applications. 

Desktop Publishing and graphics 
programs often manipulate files of 
more than 10MB is size, and the 32- 
bit technology gives major perfor- 
mance improvements. PageMaker 6.0 
now supports the Kodak Precision 
Colour Management System, and has 
other colour features including the 
ability to use the CMYK support built 
into Windows 95. 


AlphaBlox 





Bigger is not always better! In soft- 
ware many programs are getting 
bigger in the number of features, 
bigger in the number of disks in the 
package, bigger in the amount of 
RAM and hard disk space they 
require. AlphaBlox is a new product 
that reverses this trend, It is a set of 
components that enhance all the 
programs you use every day, with 


each of the programs in the AlphaBlox 
set being compact and fast. There is a 
series of calculators, simple database, 
‘yellow sticky labels’ and menu systems. 
AlphaBlox offers simple solutions to real 
problems and is easy to integrate into 
your working day. 


Artisoft 
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Windows 95 has built-in networking 
with full compatibility with Windows for 
Workgroups and Windows NT. It also 
has clients for Novell’s Netware, but it 
does not have Lantastic support. Now 
Artisoft, publisher of Lantastic peer-to- 
peer networking software for DOS and 
OS/2, has released Windows 95 worksta- 
tion and server versions of Lantastic. 
Windows 95 computers can be worksta- 
tions and/or servers in a Lantastic net- 
work that also has DOS or OS/2 
workstations and servers. Lantastic for 
Windows 95 lets you create flexible small 
to medium size networks that include 
computers running Windows 95 as well 
as other popular operating systems. 


Borland 
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“= Database Power Made Easy 


Paradox 7.0 is a powerful and program- 
mable database manager for Windows 
95 and Windows NT. Compatible with 
previous Paradox for Windows versions, 
this new version adds property sheets, 
long files names and full exploitation of 
the Windows 95 environment to speed 
you through projects faster and easier. It 
has Windows 95 look and feel, complete 
with tab-style controls in the Visual 
Forms Designer. Data types include 
number, text, date, time, graphics and 
multimedia. 


Claris 

ClarisWorks Office 4.0 (known in the 
USA as just ClarisWorks 4.0) is a seam- 
lessly integrated word-processor, spread- 
sheet, database, graphics, 
presentations package for business, edu- 
cation and home. Providing excellent 
performance and ease of use while main- 


and 


taining an exceptionally compact size. It 
is totally centred on the document, 
allowing any or all of the modules to be 
used and combined in a single document 
to create a desired result. ClarisWorks 
Office has all the features that most peo- 
ple need, without adding the features 
that slow it down or take lots of memo- 
ry or hard disk space. 

Other Claris products for Windows 95 
are Claris Draw and Filemaker Pro, a 
simple to use database package. 
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Corel released its CorelDraw 6 Suite for 
Windows 95 a few days before Windows 
95 itself! It’s a full graphics suite, with 


the centrepiece being the well-known 
CorelDraw vector graphics program, 
which can be used by entry-level as well 
as professional graphics users. 

There are many other programs in the 
same box as CorelDraw, some also 
available independently. Corel 
PhotoPaintis an art program for bit- 
mapped graphics that is used for paint- 
ing and photo 
Presents is a business graphics program 


retouching. Corel 


for creating overheads, presentations 
and more. There are two 3D applica- 
tions in the suite starting with Corel 
Dream 3D for modeling and rendering, 
and Corel Motion 3D for 3D anima- 
tion. Rounding out the suite are 25,000 
clipart images and symbols, and thou- 
sands of photos, fonts, and even hun- 
dreds of 3D models. 

The Corel programs for Windows 95 
not only have new features, but they 
show the speed improvements from 
multi-threading under Windows 95S. 
There are other performance improve- 
ments from the better memory manage- 
ment of Windows 95, with Corel 
PhotoPaint for Windows 95 being able 
to load larger images than the Windows 
3.1 equivalent on systems with identical 
amounts of RAM. 

Many other Corel products will be 
released for Windows 95 in 1996. These 
include CorelVideo , Corel CD Creator 
Version 2, Corel Ventura 6, and 
CorelCAD 


DesignCAD 3D 

DesignCAD 3D is one of the first and 
most affordable CAD packages for 
Windows 95. It offers three-dimensional 
design, solid modeling, realistic render- 
ing, and even 3D animation. It offers a 
programming interface for Visual Basic 
and C+, a two-dimensional drafting 
mode, new dimensioning commands, 
and enhanced editing features. OLE sup- 
port makes it easy to insert a drawing 
created with DesignCAD 3D into a 
word-processor document. Aimed at 
professional architects, engineers and 
other designers, its relatively low price 
and ease of use makes it invaluable for 


more casual users of CAD. Price of 
DesignCAD 3D is $699. 
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Janna Contact 95 





A contact manager that is more than just 
a phone book and scheduler, Janna 
Contact 95 manages contacts and every- 
thing to do with them — letters, e-mail, 
faxes, spreadsheets, presentations, voice 
notes, and video clips. It’s integrated 
contact management and document 
management. It also is network enabled, 
so that a workgroup can share contacts 
and schedules, and you can delegate 
tasks and collaborate on documents. 


Lotus 





SmartSuite 96 combines powerful appli- 
cations with a focus on workgroup col- 
laboration. They offer an effective way 
for workgroups to communicate, collab- 
orate and coordinate on documents and 
projects. The SmartCenter improves the 
layout of the Windows 95 desktop, mak- 
ing it easier for people to manage and 
find their applications and files. 
Designed to look like file cabinet draw- 
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ers, SmartCenter provides a single place 
to store, access and launch applications, 
documents, SmartMasters, online help 
and more. 

Windows 95 programs in SmartSuite 
are Freelance Graphics 96, WordPro 96, 
and Approach 96. There are also 
Windows 3.1 versions of the 1-2-3 
spreadsheet, Organizer, and ScreenCam. 
Native mode versions of 1-2-3 and 
Organizer will be available in early to 
mid 1996 

All modules in SmartSuite 96 are avail- 
able in individual packages as well as in 
the integrated suite. 


McAfee 

The dominant supplier of DOS-based 
anti-viral software is McAfee. Logically, 
it was one of the first to release Windows 
95 virus detection software. McAfee 
VirusScan for Windows 95 uses an 
Explorer-type interface for tight integra- 
tion within Windows 95. It supports all 
the Windows 95 conventions such as 32- 
bit protected-mode operation, context 
menus, property pages, browsers, long 
file names, and tabbed dialogues. 


Micrografx 





Micrografx is well known for its graph- 
ics products for Windows. It was one of 
the very first publishers of Windows 
software, back in the days of Windows 
2.x. It’s no wonder that they were one of 
the earliest companies to release prod- 
ucts for Windows 95. They currently 





have three native mode Windows 95 
packages. First and foremost is their 
ABC Graphics Suite. This has several 
Windows 95 native-mode programs and 
one Windows 3.1 program, which can 
run under Windows 95. 

The first native mode program in the 
suite is ABC Flowcharter 6.0, which 
offers arguably the best diagramming 
and flowcharting tools in a Windows 
program. Designer 6.0 is a top-end vec- 
tor drawing and illustration package 
which is a direct competitor for 
CorelDRAW. Picture Publisher 6.0 is 
used to create and edit bit-mapped 
images, including editing and retouching 
scanned images. Media Manager is used 
to access clipart from the other modules 
in the suite or from your favourite word 
processor. Instant 3D creates 3D text. 
The Windows 3.1 program in the suite is 
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SnapGraphics, which quickly and simply 
creates diagrams and charts for business 
and similar uses. 

The other Windows 95 native-mode 
Micrografx programs are Micrografx 
Draw, an entry to intermediate level vec- 
tor drawing package, and Crayola Art 
Studio 2, which is a multimedia art play- 
room where children can draw, colour, 
paint, play activities, and explore their 
creativity. 


Microsoft 
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Microsoftt 





Microsoft, as expected has a vast array 
of Windows 95 programs. Office for 
Windows 95 was released on August 
24, the same day as the release of 
Windows 95. With Word for Windows 
7, Excel 7, Powerpoint, and Schedule+ 
in the standard pack, plus Access in the 
professional pack it covers all the 
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bases. Word for Windows 7 and Excel 
7 are amongst the leaders in the word 
processing and spreadsheet categories 
for price, features and market penetra- 
tion. Powerpoint is likewise a widely 
used presentation graphics package. 
Schedule+ has been greatly improved 
from the simple diary program of the 
previous version and now has become 
a genuinely useful tool to manage a 
busy life. The addition of the Access 
database to the professional version of 
the Office package means that all the 
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common software functions required 
by many professionals and businesses 
are in a single package. 

Microsoft Plus! is an add-on for 
Windows 95 that contains functions 
that arguably should have been includ- 
ed in the basic Windows 95 package. It 
has tools, including some interesting 


screen savers, to enhance the appear- 
ance of the Windows 95 desktop. 
There are also wallpapers, sounds, 
fonts, colour schemes and photo-real- 
istic icons. System Agents work behind 
the scenes to automate PC mainte- 
nance by scanning disks for errors, 
defragmenting drives, and even tuning 
drives compressed with DriveSpace. 
Finally, Plus! includes an Internet 
Jumpstart Kit with a Web browser and 
setup wizards. 

Project Management from Microsoft 
comes in the form of their Project for 
Windows 95S. It helps managers ‘sell’ 
their projects to management, and 
then communicate assignments, dead- 
lines, changes and project status with 
their workgroup. Project has e-mail 
‘hooks’ to help carry out the commu- 
nications tasks needed to get a project 
finished on time and under budget!. 

Works for Windows 95 is Microsoft’s 
entry-level integrated software pack- 
age. It combines in a single and eco- 
nomical program modules for all the 
common office and home computer 
tasks. There is a word processor, 
spreadsheet, database, graphics, and 
communications. While these modules 
are not as full-featured and ambitious 
as those in the full-fledged ‘Office’ 
suites they do meet the real needs of 
real people, at a fraction of the cost of 
Microsoft Office for Windows 95. 

Adobe PageMaker and Corel Ventura 
may be the leading Windows Desktop 
Publishing (DTP) programs, but 
Publisher for Windows 95 (from 
Microsoft, naturally) is an excellent 
compromise for many people. Not 
only is it far cheaper than the two mar- 
ket leaders, but it is easier to learn and 
use which makes it more suitable for 
those who are not full-time graphics or 
publishing professionals. 

There are many languages and compil- 
ers that can be used to create Windows 
95 programs. Three compilers from 
Microsoft have particular parts to play. 
These are Microsoft FORTRAN 
PowerStation 4.0 for Windows 95, 
Visual C++ 4.0, and Visual Basic, which 
comes in standard, professional and 
enterprise editions. 


Novell 

Novell is readying a Windows 95 ver- 
sion of its PerfectOffice suite for 
release at the end of February 1996. 
Unfortunately, as we go to press there 
is no firm information about its fea- 
tures or price. Contact Novell on (02) 
BME SOL sears 
PerfectOffice features and price. 
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Get more hard disk space 
dan better performance now! 


> > CleanSweep oh 


o* Cleanup for Windows 95 





In the DOS and Windows 3.1 world, 
QEMM was one of the first and best 
ways to load programs into upper mem- 
ory blocks and carry out other tasks to 
maximise memory under the 640KB bar- 


rier. Now QEMMS8 is here, ready to do 


the same with Windows 95. Its the 
newest version of this well-regarded 
memory management program. 

Quarterdeck has two other Windows 
95 utility programs. CleanSweep is a 
32-bit uninstaller for Windows 95. 
CleanSweep uses automated Wizards 
to make it simple to use. It’s a great 
way to clean up old 16-bit applications 
from your desktop, and to properly 
manage your new 32-bit environment. 
MagnaRAMz2 could be the answer if 
you don’t have enough RAM. It does- 
n’t add more physical memory, but it 
does let Windows use that RAM more 
effectively. 


Starfish Software 

Sidekick 95 is a Personal Information 
Manager that appeals to a broad range 
of Windows 95 users. More than just 


an address book or calendar, it’s a flex- 
ible way to stay on top of schedules, 
contacts, expenses and to do’s. It 
offers productivity and ease of use, 
and is designed to suit the needs of the 
individual computer user. Sidekick 95 
has several views: Cardfile, Calendar, 
Write, Expense, Reminder, and 
EarthTime. It is very customisable, and 
all its tools offer great flexibility. 

Sick of searching all over for the files 
and information you need? Dashboard 
puts everything you need in a small bar 
across the screen. There are shortcuts 
to popular applications and Windows 
95 features, a calendar, memory usage, 
hard disk space, printer information 
and other information available at a 
glance. The 32-bit Dashboard is a 
tightly engineered product that is fast, 
friendly and very functional, with most 
functionality accessible on the first 
level of the user interface and pull- 
down menus. 


Symantec 
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From the days of the earliest PCs, back 
in the days of DOS 1, the Norton 
Utilities have been synonymous with 
disk repair, recover and disaster protec- 
tion. Symantec released a preview edi- 
tion of their Norton Utilities for 
Windows 95 to coincide with the pre- 
view edition of Windows 95. itself. 
Then, in the same week that Windows 
95 was released, Symantec has a match- 


ing release. Norton Utilities for 


Windows 95 is a vital tool for anyone 
who relies on a computer running 
Windows 95. If you are about to install 
Windows 95 on one or more machines, 
the Norton Utilities for Windows 95 is 
a great way to sort out potential prob- 
lems first, and not have them surface 
part way through the installation. It’s 
also a great way to repair disk problems 
and corrupted files. 
Norton Navigator is 
Symantec product, this time aimed at 
enhancing the Windows 95 desktop 
desktops, enhanced 
taskbars and more. If you need more 
than is offered by the Windows 95 
desktop, Norton Navigator could be 


another 


with multiple 


for you. Norton AntiVirus is another 
defence against the dreaded virus 


attack. It was the first anti-viral 
software product released for 
Windows 95. 

Another product published by 


Symantec is WinFax PRO 7.0 for 
Windows 95. It is a 32-bit multi-task- 
ing, multi-threaded program that oper- 
ates in the background even while 
other computer-intensive applications 
are running. Jt can use a mini receiver 
called the CommBar so the full appli- 
cation of WinFax Pro does not need to 
be loaded to receive faxes or data. The 
CommBar also indicates messages are 
waiting and otherwise show the com- 
munications status. 

Need to remotely control a computer? 
The Symantec product pcANYWHERE 
has been the answer for many years in 
the Windows 3.1 arena. Now 
pcANYWHERE32 offers the same solu- 
tion for Windows 95 and NT. 
Compatible with pcANYWHERE for 
Windows 3.1 it allows remote control 
via modems, cable and LAN connec- 
tions. It gives mobile staff remote but 
secure access to corporate networks, lets 
support staff ‘look over the shoulder’ of 
those they are helping, and has many 
more possible applications. 


Touchstone 


Viruses are as much of a threat under 
Windows 95 as they were under DOS, as 
was evident with the initial infection of 
many Win95 floppies with the write pro- 


February 1996 yourcomputer 33 


‘Winds Software 





tection removed, Internet, e-mail, flop- 
pies carried from machine to machine, 
and even documents are potential ways 
for a virus to infect a machine. PC- 
CILLIN is designed to detect viruses 
from many sources, and offers a substan- 
tial defence to these intruders. 
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Need business graphics and _ illustra- 
tions? Then you should certainly not 
look any further than Visio. It takes a 
slightly different tack to the other pre- 
sentation graphics programs, and the 
result is an easy to use but very power- 
ful program that really does make it 
easy to produce an intersting chart or 
business illustration, even when under 
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Contact Details 


Adobe 
(02) 418 8488 
PageMaker 6.0 $1295 
AlphaBlox Australia 
(02) 221 2444 
AlphaBlox $135 
Artisoft 
(02) 9988 4643 
Lantastic Win 95 (from) $158 
Borland 
(02) 9911 1000 
Paradox 7.0 $499 
Claris 
(02) 452 8585 
Claris Draw $199 
ClarisWorks Office 4.0 $199 
Filemaker Pro $349 
ComputerWare for Micros. 
(02) 252 3546 
McAfee VirusScan for Win 95 $129 


Corel 

(Distributed by Merisel) 

(02) 9936 1000 
CorelDRAW 6 $999 

DesignCAD 
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(Distributed by Software Suppliers) 
(02) 888 1955 
DesignCAD 3D $699 
Janna 
(Distributed by Bitware) 
(02) 418 9344 
Janna Contact 95 $295 
Lotus 
008 252 408 
SmartSuite 96 $819 
Micrografx 
(02) 415 2642 
Crayola Art Studio 2 $69 
Draw $95 
Graphics Suite $595 
Microsoft 
(02) 870 2100 
Access $509 
FORTRAN compiler $739 to $1229 
Office Professional $919 
Office Standard $769 
Plus! $59 
Project for Windows 95 $799 
Publisher $119 
Visual Basic Professional $759 


pressure. Not only are there many pre- 
defined shapes, but they can be manip- 
aici different and 
interesting ways. Visio supports the 
Microsoft Office Binder, providing 


many 


easy links between MS applications, 
making it particularly easy to incorpo- 
rate a Visio chart into a document. 


Conclusion 


Windows 95 has offered software 
developers many opportunities to 
devise new software, and to redesign, 
rethink and improve existing products. 
Programmers have risen to the chal- 
lenge, and have created new products 
that look good, exploit the new user 
interface, and which have more fea- 
tures and usually more performance 
than their predecessors. More 
Windows 95 native-mode products are 
on the way, and it won’t be too long 
before the majority of packages on 
retailer’s shelves are Windows 95 
native mode. 


Visual Basic standard $159 

Visual C+ + from $769 

Works for Windows 95 $79 on floppy, 
$119 on CD-ROM 


Symantec 
(02) 879 6577 


Norton AntiVirus $129 

Norton Navigator $159 

Norton Utilities for Win 95 $199 
pcANYWHERE32 $239 

WinFax PRO 7.0 $149 


Quarterdeck, Starfish and Touchstone 
(Distributed by Marketing Results) 
(02) 899 5888 


CleanSweep 95 (Quarterdeck) $59.95 
Dashboard 95 (Starfish) $89.95 
MagnaRAM2 (Quarterdeck) $79.95 
PC-CILLIN (Touchstone) $109.95 
QEMM8s (Quarterdeck) $129.95 
Sidekick 95 (Starfish) $89.95 


Visio 
(Distributed by Merisel) 
(02) 9936 1000 

Visio 4.0 $290 

Visio Technical $585 





RITRON QUAD SYSTEM 87, Sa/Ece [3505 RITRON HEX-SPEED SYSTEM 


UPGRADE TO POWER MULTIMEDIA COMPUTING BOaY! PGRADE TO THE NEXT COMPUTING GENERATION 
Choosing the right system a NMCLUDE 7 FREE These systems combine a Plus 15 CDs software litles:eCreative/ 
: configuration has never We ad 7D SOFTWARE TITLES: Re Creative Hex- Speed CD Ensemble/ WaveStudio 2.0/ Soundo ‘Le/ 
been so easy -simply (eames Microsoft- Works/ fs with the cpu of Mosiac/Talking Scheduler & TextAssist 
Fagot’. match your needs & (iii te 95/ ~ your choice. Exploring Grolier Encyclopedia GAMES: eSpace 
vip re wee to the choices “angerous Creatures/Golf & CD | the world of Hulk e Shadow Caster e Populus || « 

































here and you are well Sampler and Yellow & White Pages multimedia 1s now Ultima Vil e Seven Cities of Gold e 


¥ oy eleee jasten chan ever Veager's Air Combat e Ultima 
efore. Lac every Underworld e The ate ll 


system is powerful in its 
| - own rights and will handle ff 
today's complex & adva 
software irre. gts 
ent fl eg 


‘+; onthe waytoexploring Pane Dis. * 20 Mbytes FREE| _. 
at the world of multimedia. SHAREWARE GA ES. . 
















Each & every system 1s 
powerful in its own rights¢§ 
Ril will handle today's complex 
software applications quite easily. 


i QUAD-SPEED AYEAR PARTS 8 a ‘ WARRANTY 
(A D-ROM ORIVE | ‘liesetiiy © (FIRST 2 YEAR ON-SITE) MELB MET AREA 


, 4 HOUR FREE TRAINING COURSE 
* Quad- Speed TAX EX_TAX INC 
be fe wk ok oF ke & * 


. ig, OXe-00 MOT cenit STF 199¢ 
Sas iio el DX4-100........ $1800 $2090 


1 MEG 
Video Card» 14" SVGA NL. Mon-1024 x Cyrix x86-100... $1790 $2080 
768mm 0.28mm D.Pe 1.44 3.5° F.0D, Pentium™ 75 ..... $1920 $2220 
»@ Ritron Mouse Pad e Mouse & Pentium™ 90 ..... $2020 $2340 
oystick e101 Keyboard e16-bit Pentium™ 100 ...$2090 $2410), 
Sound Card e Magnetic Pentium™ 120 ...$2190 $2520 | 
Shielded SpKi © £2: :2e.e es apse Pentium™ 133 ...$2480 $2840 


* i 









4 YEAR PARTS & LABOUR WARRANTY 
FIRST ace ON-SITE) MELB MET AREA 





Popa CD- ROM drivesd b MEG 
RAM ¢850 MEG H.D.D e{ MEG Video 

Card #14" SVGAN.I. Mon-1024x 768mm VAZ-OU oe 
0,.28mm 0.Fe1.44 3.5" F.D.D. @Ritron DA4- 100 oe $1980 
Mouse Pad eMouse & Joystick e101 Cyrix5x86-100... $1970 
Keyboard ¢ 16-bit Sound Card Magnetic Pentium” 75 ..... $2090 
a Shielded Speakers =. @ et Hee ae 

je Workgr FO! iam 2a 
Taos 8 ty vais mentium™ 120 $2370 


WP Windows 3.11 vo 
P Windows 95 i HARM 61) . $2650 
















































Workaroups foréSss==se= aie With HEX-SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE...$I26 extra] = REE HOME DELIVERY & SETUP- 
Windows 3 of Trace ¢ ai FREE HOME DELIVERY & SETUP-| 4 HOUR FREE TRAINING COURSE MELBOURNE METRO AREA ONL 











oiour Pe 


"SOFTWARE FEATURES: Microsoft Money The easy way to nine volume of multimedia [te 


Microsoft Works: All-in-one manage your personal finances encylopedia covering 26 G00 
integrated package including modules Generate reports. balance your books articies in 93 major categories. 
for handling spreadsheet. database or prepare tax informations or track your 7 800 photos. animations & 
correspondence. The twelve Works finances for home loans. etc videos 800 maps. 250 interactive 
Wizard practically design your Microsoft Enearta’95: The world's charts & more! 


DRIVES-| 4B, FCs we 
EASYTOUSE «~~... J 
“a manual & bonus 
documents for you after some questions data on every imaginable subject RIE Phone Dlse: Austratian tels 


Removable Cartridge a Ns rvare included 
about your needs 1s answered! matter cal a Mm ae, Twent & fax numbers with search facil j = es 
: i  PAMDIITE $3 st t jude: 4 MEG F é $01 5 ant | eee ee speat- S5MB cheat Gi 3 E 
sys ems include: F 
RITRON COMPUTER SYSTEMS H.D.D.- GREAT VALUEI{@ 1.44 MEG 35 a storage & backup. As fast as a hard drive 
CPU TYPE @ Mini or Baby AT casing @2 SPG Ports®10l VY Ay yr f’ 


D.D 
TAX EX. TAX INC keyboard @ 14" SUPER VGA ON £ 
486DX2-80 SD 1065 $1299 (apeeea PITCH) Colour nance (We UPGRODES 


PEL) ¢ & 100 neneeocees 1099 $1340 VGA Cards in 486 machines AT NO EXTRA Yr j M : pig 
Cyrix 5x86-100 ...... COST (Up to 1280 x 1024) Pentium systems a ma 

Cyri x 5x86-120....... ACEI AA Re olad-Specd 
Pentium™ 75* ....... oa pete agor Ral $3894 


Pentium™ 90* eeeeee ae ~ a 
Pentium™ 100* ..... TEA ag "2 Speed 2s = m 
Pentium™ 120 iy Ro CACTI $549 f) 1.27GB wesTerN DIGITAL f0ms $408 $409 
Pentium™ 133 ae pall OO Ble dig With easy-to- Aiea oORtienone All CD. 1 GB SCS! HD ioms $561 $460 

ae, Ss abil beadeaddbel ROM drives are Kodak PhotoCD” compatible. «16-| 1,0G8 WESTERN DIGTAL AOms = = S610 = $500 
r1NT sh ge ad ied bit Sound Cards Stereo Speakers « Software titles: ALL NEW MASSIVE & FAST SCS1 HOD 


AUREL MAT CEM Microsott Encartage/Worke/Money/Golt SIGBSCSIHD — 7200Ibm_ $1220 $1000 
Amplified Stereo Speakers tes ded RERS is "No SAE he eee a ne Bo 


a 2GB 30: SCSI ee FASTSCS! 2 $1952 $1600 
| over 55 MS titles and has 8 Windows games. E WITH 3 YEAR WARRANTY 
| Hay aalien po ONE E Shielded with eed n 
@ — 


D ROM DRIVES jm + ARD DRIVE BIL . OR, i ie 
ae i 22 Watt weet QUAD-SPEED CD ROM DAIWE NEW MONI hae 
Eu setae 220 Hx 1 


Telanh 
Economical 24-bit 
16.7 million true 
colour handheld : 
scanner. User =a #5 


SYOQUEST EZ135%" wa 







































| p 

enn Greyscale 
e: , handheld 
fiftieth scanner 












































































1-9 0+ 
I ss. 25 $4.75 | panasonic | : id 
: F IDE INTEARACE.... Meo oiisrsicuies once S24 Peete eee i oe 
180 D mme Sih bey ge ae i] PANASONIC 562{ Panasonic Interface $129 | » 45" XGA Di tal Palos 24 
"Macintosh C10181 ies ° Fel 








































SAVE! SAVE! f 
| MEW HEX-SPEED CD ROM DRVE ..... $329 | @ #17" XGA Digital MPAll 1280x1004 # 
RDBOARD BOXES ae are © $17" XGA Dighal MPRI 1300x700 










































Do 1-9 26+ 100+ | (0. 26mmDoPic ee 
30 PIN SIMM i acca 

" BSED Lot: 6.95 1M x 9-70 With Parity$63 $61 $57 |® sng eh of 

5'4 OYDo 1.95 $10.95 | 4M x 9-70 With Parity $199 $189 $185 Bear Management Software 

Bhi Side $14. "se 313.95 | 72 PIN SIMM FOR PENTIUM™ Processor 8. THE men OA 









4M X 8-70 No Parity $199 $195 $179 


: : a: : 
4M X 9-70 With Parity$219 $209 $199 486DX2-66#256K Cache LB. $260 


486DX2-80#256K Cache L.B NEW! ....$279 






y¥vyv vy ABB ABAAABAS A= 
| Mar Ci ROS OFT bbe Mths Ia 
















: HS rmanc 8M X 9-70 No Parity $389 $379 $369 | 4s6Dx4-100#256K Cache L.B NEW! . car 
a » Digital ei joystick § ~ SEL “FB 3B 32. Sound Carde He, bak CD: ROM 16M X 8-70 No Parity$779 $769 $749 | Cyrix 5x86-100 PCI NEW!................. $44 
mye Works with Windows eter =f") oriveeCS100 stereo speakers* Telex | 16M X 9-70 With Parity $849 $819 PENTIUM™ Toe  eiiAiEWrac 


“ Ticrophone *23 software titles 





A or DOS-based NEW EDO ee Latest RAM technology|PENTIUM™ S0MHz@ PCI/ISA i aamgs72 










































game* Precise & swift . | 5B Value 16/ i 6X- 1 5 seoceanes $509 1-9 RUN SOFTWARE PENTIUM™ 100MHz® PCIHIS —'s a oh 4 
response * Bundled with : 3B 16 Value Sound Cards Hex Speed CD- 4M $289 $370 APPLICATIONS 20% Saal ais peste Seihe j or 
MechWarrior 2 CD- “0M Drives SBS30 stereo speakers eS es SUIT ONLY t Z% POI/Eea ......... 





BM = =$549 $499 MOTHERBOARDS WITH 



















ig ROM ver. the hottest eae eae: sgl. °15 software titles 16M ‘$1049 $999 TRITON GHPSETS ME Con SS da Sta 
: BUNS oN: Hex $ a rade Kit ... $349 ew PCT ; 
i WOW! WHAT de, oged, CD-ROM | Sives OE PU aa rob “ Hse “808 With 0x20 .. $328 
nterfaces uits ound Card or CD-ROM BM Douce “Meet | Me 
¥ interface with IDE interfaces 1 AIDS DDS ie LALLA a “1/0 on MB With OX4- 100 $349 


A RIPPER OF 
| A JOYSTICK! 









&B Discovery CD32/4X ..... $649 
3B 32 Sound Card» Quad Speed CD-ROM 
rivee stereo spkrs* mic *26 software ues 
4 €6 Value Edition PnP ....... $18 














NUL IT VETWNZ RONI FREE carasocum 


Sit 
SERIOUS COMPUTER pediny A. C.H. 005 428 431 PRICES CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, 





ES rab HED ote if 10% AUSTRALIA ALWAYS AHEAD HE LS ST TECHNOLOGY & PRODUCTS 





Pa LX300 264 Cos Draft Orit males ~ tae 

















® |'HEAD OFFICE: 56 Renver Rd Gravion victorial 3168 i (03) 9543 7877 
6 I CO ONE ae aia in as ie value Sonn pad: H - rintiaces De MELB: 48 ABeckett St. City. Pr (03) 9663 6151, Fax (03) 9639 1841. Computers: (03) 9639 1640 
Pa LQ300 276 Cos Draft, 24 pin dot mat ........... seg nterface* software include | VERMONT: 190 Rooks Rd n (03) 9874 8888. Ne (03 9874 298 = 
i> With colour option AR AR, ae fat) Sound Blaster 32 PrP’ cece $289 | OAKLEIGH: 2AN0C Huntinadale Rd. a 03) 9562 8939. Fax: 03) 5562 8040 Lee 
Stylus Pro 7200p/ ful colour A4 NEW! ....... =ntry- “levelSB 16- bit sound Card Upgradable fall yigRTHCOTE: 423 High St. Ph (03) 9489 8866. Fax:\03) 9489 8131 f = 
La Stylus 820 720x360dpi b/w Ad NEW!............ 05) included 













ADELAIDE: 241-243 Wright St. Ph. (08) 2117200. Fax: iy 211 7273 
| SYDNEY: 74 Parramatta Re, Peis . Hn : Fax: (Oe) 516 5024s. a 


Fax: 03) 9879 3027 
Hy store apen till & lays. Box Hill stare open aturdays. 
Tax Exempt sales: RITRONICS WHOLESALE Ph. (03) 9543 2166 pax (03)9543 2648 > 
RIE BULLETIN BOARD Ph: (03) 9562 7877 For Specials, info & Shareware = 
E-MAIL: rie @ ozemail.com.au 









Ig Stylus Colour Ils 720x3600p) full colour 4 NEW, Sound Blaster Awe32 PnP $479 
P' Stylus Colour Il 720x720dp: tuil colour A4 NEW! tre, 28 16-bit Sound Cards Upgradable to Wave 


F' EPL 9000 6000p; 8ppmn, laser, ASNEW! ...... Betis Leen CD-ROM interfaces software 
nclude 

ed ae , Phone Blaster SGSCHASC CHC e KSEE ESS $599 

Jata/Fax modem, Answering Machine, 

speakerphone and multimedia all-in-one-card E MAIL ORDER: Ph:(03) 9543 7877 Fax: ey ee 8295 

«Kalman Ancilla™ Communication software Mail Order Hotline 1-800 33 


ih 
id TT a a a a . TT TTT ae ee ee ey Pentium™, OverDrive ~ & intel486"" a Tea UA deinen eor the WichCOPO TOR 









# a! Stylus Cetaur Ils 
ff psf dake! 


YY YY SYYYVYVVYYEEVYEYYYYy! 




















Link Harris takes a look at the history of an Australian icon 


ustralia’s favourite song is 
celebrating its centenary, 
and thanks to Sydney’s 


Webster Publishing you can buy 
into a budget-priced hundredth 
birthday party. 











chika A 


cis 


The Waltzing Matilda CD-ROM 
takes you to see 20 varied live per- 
formances. A few of these are of 
related songs that illustrate how 
Waltzing Matilda has infused into 
our culture, such as Eric Bogle wrap- 
ping himself around The Band 
Played Waltzing Matilda or Gina 
Jeffries singing Advance Australia 
Fair at the National Anthem Song 
Poll. However, it’s Banjo Paterson’s 
classic ballad that scores most of the 
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viewing time, with renditions rang- 
ing from classic folk treatments to a 
French schoolgirl crooning in heavily 
accented English and group of 
Japanese hamming it up at a karaoke 
party. My favourite is the singalong 





y Matilita — Australia’s Favourite Sang 
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Waltzing Matilda has many clips and videos which show the influence of the song on Australia. 


in the North Gregory Hotel (the 
scene of Waltzing Matilda’s 1895 
debut in Winton, Queensland), com- 
plete with elephantine piano lady. 
There are 50 additional video clips, 
including two dramatised portrayals 
of the song. One features actors in a 
bush setting, and the other is an ani- 
mation the kids will love. Another 
video shows Pro Hart explaining his 
Waltzing Matilda paintings. From the 
accompanying text I learned that Pro 


is shortened from ‘Professor’, a nick- 
name bestowed by Hart’s mates 
because he was so cluey about the 
bush. The on-line Art Gallery holds 
24 of Hart’s paintings and sculptures 
as well as 10 works by Hugh Sawrey. 
In the Photo Gallery you'll find 100 
stills ranging from blade shearing and 
scenes from a cattle auction to early 
portraits and a shot of the bank at 
Carcoar, New South Wales — the 
first one robbed in Australia. There’s 
also heaps of history on the life and 
times of Banjo Paterson, including 
the text of most of his poems, some 
with narrations. 

This disc is the first of Webster’s 
‘price-breaking’ product range, but 
the features haven’t suffered a cor- 
responding slashing. The videos 
are good sized and good quality, 
with full user controls, and the 
other goodies would fill a 
Christmas stocking. For instance, a 
click (or keystroke) lets you view 
any part as a slide show or switch 
to Browse mode, with reduced res- 
olution video, for rapid scanning. | 
particularly like the way you can 
select pages (including videos and 
stills) to create a custom book and 
save this as a file for future view- 
ing. Highlighting, user 
searching, copying and printing — 
the choices are enormous, and 
there’s an on-line tutorial to take 
you through the lot. 


notes, 


Superb printed manual 

There’s also a superb printed man- 
ual, which shames the miserly 
memos that masquerade as manu- 


als for most CD-ROMs. Although 
not a big deal, it’s too bad the vol- 
ume control it describes didn’t 
make it onto the disc. More disap- 
pointing, however, is the poor 
sound synchronisation on some of 
the videos. Another frustration is 
the terse titles given to many of 
the videos and stills — these tanta- 
lise without fully identifying what 
you're seeing, as could be easily 
done with an accompanying text 
box. Sometimes you can put it all 
together by recognising the scene 
in another part of the CD-ROM 
-— and sometimes not. 

Minimum requirements are an 
MPC compliant 386DX running 
Windows 3.1, with a sound card 
and 256-colour display driver. 
Waltzing Matilda Australia's 
Favourite Song, $19.95 is produced by 
Webster Publishing Pty Ltd, (02) 9975 
1466; fax (02) 452 3493. 
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Oh there once was a swagman camped in the 
billabongs, 

4 Under the shade of a Coolibah tree: 

| And he sang as he looked at the ald billy 
+ boiling, 

Yvho'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me. 












Yvho'll come a-waltzing Matilda my darling 
Vvho'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me. 

Waltzing Matilda and leading a water-bag, 
V¥ho'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me. 










Down came a jumbuck to drink at the 
waterhole, 

Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him in 
glee, 

And he sang as he stowed him away in his yy 
toiusmfene Lan 
Waltzing Matilda - Au... 12:08 PM 
Waltzing Matilda provides an understanding of the forces that shaped both Banjo Patterson 
and Australia. 
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Partition List. 


Select : 
PartitionMagic’s 
powertul a 
functions with 

a simple mouse 

click. 


Phone or fax your order today... 








PartitionMagic includes both OS/2 and DOS 32-bit executables with the same 
easy-to-use point and click interface. 


partition in the 
Partition List. 


Use pop-up 
menus to 
quickly access 
PartitionMagic 
functions. 





Phone: (02) 9 904 1988 Fax: (02) 9.993 9401 ( Quotes & other software enquiries welcome!) 
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Ever thought about sitting down and typing in the White or Yellow 
pages so you have all those contacts on your computer? Don’t 


bother — as Angela Booth found, it’s already been done for you. 


ust think, every white and 

yellow page phone book in 

Australia is now available on 
CD-ROM. With a couple of mouse 
clicks you can track down the per- 
son who borrowed $300 from you 
in 1982, and whom you haven’t 
sighted since. You can round up 
everyone you went to high school 
with for a reunion, and you can 
make a start on the family history 
you've been meaning to write. 

In a more serious vein, the reason- 
able price of these new phone 
books on disc means that SOHO 
operators can easily put extensive 
telemarketing or direct mail plans 
into action. You can also create 
your own mailing lists, without 
having to rent them. For example, 
if you’ve set up a desktop publish- 
ing business, you can target the 
other small businesses in your own 
and neighbouring post codes, 
designing lists as and when you 
want them. Your mail-outs won’t 
take much time, and will cost you 
just the price of the original phone 
disc, rather than having to pay hun- 
dreds of dollars for each individual 
mailing list. 

The time-saving aspect is what 
makes these discs so popular. You 
don’t have to key in data yourself, 
you can tag the records that you’re 
interested in, and can import the 
data directly into your word pro- 
cessing program for a merge, or can 
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Ba Start oo S 


Get started right away with Oz on Disc’s easy interface: type into a aaa 
of fields, 2 Be click to start your search. 
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Reale.” 
Dioplay 


Company Name: | Your Computer 


Postcode: | 


Suburb: | 


State: | 


Telephone: | 
Area Code: loz 


Line of Business: | 


Fotal: 2 


Enter search criteria, then click on the 
| SEARCH button or press F3 to start looking 


import the records into your database or 
contact manager. 

This type of software is immensely 
popular in the US, and is gaining in pop- 
ularity here. 

At the moment, the capabilities of these 
phone lists are reasonably simple. 
However, this is also one of the benefits. 
The programs are easy to use: just put the 
disc into the drive and you’ve got a mail- 


ing ready to go out within a few minutes. 


Basic phone discs 

Oz on Disc is a good starter program if 
you want to see what phone books on 
disc can do for your business. For less 
than $40, you get the complete 
Australian and New Zealand phone 
directories, as well as a demo version of 
the 1stAct contact manager. 

You can search the residential numbers 

via STD code, initials, suburb or phone 
number, so you have lots of options. The 
business numbers can be searched via 
STD code, company name, business clas- 
sification, suburb and phone number. 
You can tag multiple records, and then 
export them to your IstAct or your own 
contact manager. 
The Australian Phonedise contains all 
110 phone _ books, 
Whether your friends are in Dubbo or 
Darwin, you can find them on the disc, 
which includes both DOS and Windows 
versions of the program. 

You can find business as well as resi- 
dential addresses, and fax numbers. 


Australia-wide. 
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Name 
















P Smith 

AN & JE Smith 

PH Smith 

Ww Smith 

KF Smith 

DB & 5 Sydney-Smith 
JE Smith 

JB Smith 

5 Smith 

N Smith 

L Smith 








Record: 1 of 5898 
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Searching is easy, just 
type the name into the 
field, and as much 
additional data as you 
know(for example the 
area code etc. The disc has some 6.5 mil- 
lion listings, and is current to the end of 
October 1995. New editions are pro- 





duced twice a year. 

As a bonus, there’s a free copy of Office 
Accelerator included. This program is a 
simple contact management database, 
which allows you to access the Phonedisc 


from within your word processor (Word, 
Ami Pro, WordPerfect). 


Advanced phone discs 

Australia on Dise’s installation routine is 
complicated by the fact that you have to 
phone the company after installation, to 
gain a response code, which is really a 
password to gain access to the program. 
You must make this phone call during 
business hours, so don’t bother installing 
the program on the weekend. 

The program comes in two versions, 
for DOS and Windows, and you’re pro- 
vided with both. In addition it ships with 
a diskette of fax numbers for businesses, 
and the full version of the Contacts Plus 
contacts manager. The manual is excel- 
lent, and will have you doing your first 
mailing within an hour. 

Contacts Plus for DOS is a full-featured 
contacts manager. If you don’t have a 
contacts manager you'll appreciate it, 
and even if you do, take a look at this 
program. It integrates completely with 
the phone discs, is amazingly speedy, and 
does everything you expect from a con- 
tacts manager and more. Although it’s a 
DOS program, it runs under Windows 





Call your friends or locate a company any place in the country 
using Australian Phonedisc. 


well. It includes all the usual contact 
manager features such as unlimited 
records, notes, fax integration, a word 
processor, mailing labels, and a time and 
schedule manager. 
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@ Look on the discs as raw data. The best way 
to use them is to conduct a couple of test 
mailings, and see how many envelopes are 
returned. This will give you an idea of your 
discs’ general accuracy. From this first step, 
send out your mailings, then gauge the returns 
and responses to heighten the effectiveness of 
your future mailings. 

@ if you’re not sure which Yellow Pages 
categories wouid be the best target for your 
mailing, do a test mailing in within a smail range 
of post codes to all appropriate categories. Use 
the response to tune your category selection 
before doing a mass mail out. 

@ Keep records of the number of letters sent 
out to which categories and the responses — 
particularly those that lead to a sale. As you 
build a history of your mail outs and the 
resulting sales, you'll be able to tune your 
mailings to get the best response. 

® Don't rely solely on the discs. The best way 
to compile mailing lists for your business is still 
the old-fashioned way, by hand, of previous 
customers, or of people who have personally 
expressed an interest in your product or service. 
@ Disc providers put out outdates every six 
months: get the update. Nothing gets old faster 
than phone numbers. 
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can copy them individually to the clip- 
board. Lots of options are provided to 
| print out mailing labels and the like. 

AOD is a simple program to use, and 


Book Sydney 0 : : 

cq ; takes up little space on your hard drive, 

Initiate 0 less than 3 megs. 

Street Num 0 : 

Aguete : The latest version of the program 

Address 2 0 (November 1995) has a new mapping 

Suburb g 5 

wo . feature. This allows you to select any 

‘ae t 8 area within Australia, and send your 
one 0 ' : 

etna ; choice to AOD. This feature works well 

sea | : and is very easy to use. 

Asie Code 0 


DTMS Marketing Pro is easy to install: 
simply type in your name, and the serial 
number provided with the documenta- 





| | : | | 
Search List — | ? Help 


tion. The program is designed for 
Windows, and runs well under both 3.1 
and Windows 95. 

As the name suggests, this program’s 
primary focus is marketing. You’re 
offered two main searching options, a 





If you’re running the DOS version of 
Australia On Disc, you can click on the 
Contacts Plus menu option to have your 
records copied into the database of your 
choice. If you’re running the Windows 
version of AOD, then you need to export 
the records to the program. Just click on 
the Export option under the File menu, 
and then import into Contacts Plus. 

Brylar charges for phone support. You 
can opt for either Contacts Plus support, 
or the phone disc, or both. If you opt for 
both, it’s $140 within the Sydney metro 
area and $190 outside the metro area. 

If you have your own contacts manag- 
er, and don’t want to use Contacts Plus, 
it’s still easy to integrate data on the 
phone discs for a mailing. You can 
export your records in an ASCII flavour, 
then import into your program. I tested 
the exports with Maximizer and Tracker, 
and the imports went smoothly. If you 
need to get out a mailing quickly and 
don’t want to rummage through your 
manuals, the easiest way is to export to a 
file, then simply merge the records with 
a form file created in a word processor. 

The simplest way of all is to copy indi- 
vidual records to the Windows clipboard 
and paste into your word processor file 
(this is the easiest way to get from 1 to $ 
letters done in the shortest time). 

The discs are simplicity itself to use. 
Just place the residential or business CD- 
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Brylar’s Australia On Disc for Windows has an ultra-easy interface: you'll be 
productive with it immediately. You can export the data into various formats, or 
gisetly into yeur word processing Program: 
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List search and a Text search. The List 


















ROM into your drive, and start the pro- 


gram. Fill in the details you want into the 
Search screen. At a minimum, you'll 
want to key in the phone books you 
want to search, plus the business classifi- 
cation, if you’re using the business direc- 
tory. Click on Search, and then List. 
Once you have the list in front of you, 
you can tag the records you want to 
export to your contacts manager, or you 


search allows you to tag your choices in 
a list of records (or, you can choose all 
records). The Text Search allows you to 
search for keywords such as a name, a 
suburb or part of a word in a classifica- 
tion. Searching is made easy because you 
can use Boolean operators, such as AND, 
OR and NOT. Searching is ultra-quick. 
After you’ve completed your search 


BRYLAR’S Australia’s Complete 
Electronic Phone Book 


just got even better..... 


® Australia-wide 
business and 
residential listings, 
updated twice 
yearly 

@ Over 95,000 Fax 
Numbers 

® Includes new 8 
digit numbers 


Directories - = 2¢2/ New Mapping Software Included 
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Use Australia On Disc’s new mapping facilities to map out your search results or choose search areas graphically from anywhere in Australia. 


* Radius searches from Mapping Software 
* Select Postcodes using point & click from a map 
° “Wild Card” searches 
¢ Thematic shading of search results on a map 
* Flexible report printing 
¢ Mailing label generation & printing 
¢ Select record tagging and random record tagging 
¢ Save search facility 
« List merge facility 
* Export to ASCII format 
¢ Export to Microsoft Word™ Merge Format 
¢ Export to Tracker™ (selected versions) 
e Seamless Interface with Contacts PLUS™ 
¢ De-duplication of records 
¢ Full auto-dialling facility 
_ © Field look-up tabies 
e Word searches with fields 
¢ Standard business classifications 








Australia On Disc™ 
Single CD-ROM 


eusiness ory $350 
pe carmen ete a only at 5 5 0 








To find out more, call us on 
(02) 261-8555 










SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 
IBM compatible personal computer with MS-DOS 3.3 or higher 
(Windows™ optional); 4Mb of RAM (8Mb recommended); 
12Mb of hard disk space; CD-ROM drive. 
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Brylar’s Australia On Disc for Windows now comes standard with a mapping feature: 
just click on the area you want for a phone listing. 


you can use various options to create 
your list. You can go through the 
records and tag the ones you want, or 
you can choose to randomly tag every 
mth record. 

Searches are presorted by default, and 
you can choose whichever sort is best for 
you, say by National post office Presort, 
or by post code (business names are sort- 
ed alphabetically within the post code 
order). 

Marketing Pro exports your data in lots 
of formats. You can choose to export to 
Lotus 1-2-3, various word processors 
including WordStar, Word and 
WordPerfect, and dBase, as well as in 


several ASCII formats. 
smoothly, and easily import into your 


Exports go 


choice of outside program. 


A free copy of Office Accelerator is | 


provided with Marketing Pro. This 


program installs into your word 
processor of choice, and makes it easy 
to do mail merges or find an address or 
phone number from the phone disc 
from within your word processor. No 
support is provided, although you can 
buy a printed manual for Office 
Accelerator for $45. 

Should you invest in one of the phone 
discs for your business? If you do regular 


mailouts, then you can’t lose, because 


The ultimate protection against 

















Oz on Disc Telerom for DOS and 


Windows, $39.95, from Read Only 
Memory, (02) 564 6700. 

Who's it for? Home users; basic 
starter disc for SOHO users. 
@pPluses: Easy to use, no more 
bulky phone directories. 

© Minuses: At the price, none. 


Australian Phonedisc for DOS and 
Windows, $99.95, from DTMS, (03) 
9853 2500. 

Who’s it for? SOHO users. 
@OPpluses: Excellent value, easy to use. 
© Minuses: Requires CD drive. 


Brylar’s Australia On Disc for DOS 
and Windows, $550 for both 
Business and Residential discs, $350 
for individual discs; from Brylar Pty 
Lid, (02) 261 8555. 

Who’s it for? Business users and 
professional marketers. 

© Pluses: Easy to use, comes with 
a copy of DOS Contacts Plus, which 
is integrated into the program. 
@winuses: You need to call the 
provider for a ‘response code’, so 
don’t install outside office hours. 
You'll need to call again if you want 
to put the program onto another 
computer, or if your hard disc 
crashes. 


DTMS Marketing Pro for Windows, 
$595, from DTMS, (03) 9853 2500. 
Who’s it for? Business users and 
professional marketers. 

©Pluses: Good value. easy to use; 
includes Accelerator for simple mail 


ACT ANG D) 


Vi C s merges. 
_ The Ultimate Hardware Ifa orruption | © Minuses: No contact manager 
Defence Against Virus Corruption Fully recommended and endorsed by: software 


Queensland University of Technology Australia 
Bradford University in the U_K. 


(p) = gg =teg mie). a =) -fon of on rel, | the time saved is invaluable. If you aren’t 
, sure about the discs, then buy one of the 
smaller programs and test it. That might 
be all you need. The discs are all easy to 
use, and if you’re prepared to put a little 
extra effort into your mailings by remov- 


ing duplicates from the records, you'll 


against viruses 
a MUST for all computers 
PHONE or FAX 
FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS 


V GARD saawhen only the best will do . 


Developed. Designed and Manufactured by 


QUESTWILL ENTERPRISES 


160 Crocked Lane, North Richmond NSW 2754 Australia 


save even more money. 
Tel: 61-45-711-508 Fax: 61-45-713-396 
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DESIGN GROUP DTIS80 





The orginal Telephone Directory on a single CD ROM. Contains all 
110 Business & Residential telephone books Australia wide. 


Use it for: 





PROSPECTING * 


Sales people and business owners use 
Phonedisc to source leads and customers 






RESEARCHING i 


Marketers use Phonedisc for research 
and analysis 


FUNDRAISING _ 


Schools, charities and clubs use use 





Phonedisc to seek potenial donors. 


Rela Niiicetsi ee” 


Use Phonedisc to find businesses, 
products and services 


Kole Vil (em a3) 8: a 


Use Phonedisc to locate relative and friends 


JOB SEEKING Y 


Use Phonedisc to look up potential employers 
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Marketing Pro is the Marketing Tool of Professionals. With enhanced features 
it is like an advanced Phonedisc, giving you printing (lists and mailing labels) 
and exporting capabilities. Use Marketing Pro for all your marketing needs ~ 
direct mail, telemarketing, sales prospecting. From as little as $595.00 





Desktop Marketing Systems Pty Ltd acn 065 913 377 
87 Willsmere Road, Kew. Victoria. Tel: (03)9853 2500 Fax: (03)9853 9499 
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r 7. 
GPO TR 


Timely 
Advice 











John Hepworth gives some timely advice for PC users unsatisfied with 
Windows 95 who wish to return to DOS or DOS and Windows 3.11 


J t’s easy to uninstall Windows 95. 
After all, if you take the ‘brute 
force and ignorance’ approach 

you can use a previous version of 
DOS and reformat your hard disk. 
This does get rid of Windows 95, but 
it also removes all your applications 
and data files. What you really want 
to do is not just remove Windows 95, 
but to return to your previous oper- 
ating system, typically DOS on its 
own or the combination of DOS and 
Windows 3.1. You also want to have 
all your applications work properly 
after this is done, and to have all 
your data files safe and secure. 
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You can remove Windows 95 — but returning to DOS/Windows 3.1 


takes care! 

Prevention is better than cure, or so 
my mother taught me. It’s the same 
with removing Windows 95. If you 
take the right precautions when 
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installing it, removal of Windows 95 
and a return to DOS/Windows 3.1 
becomes simple, but shouldn’t be 
taken lightly. Removing Windows 95 
from your system is only half the job. 
The other half is restoring DOS and 
Windows 3.1, including all the settings 
for your application programs and the 
DLLs and other files they have put in 
the various Windows directories. 


Safe installation of 
Windows 95 
Microsoft advises you to install 
Windows 95 in one of two ways. The 
first is to install into the same 
directory that con- 
tained Windows 
3.1. While the ad- 
vantage is that all 
your groups and 
settings are adopted 
and up-graded dur- 
ing the install, it is a 
bit of a one-way 
street. If you want 
to remove Windows 
95 you can get back 
to where you start- 
ed, but you will face 
some difficulties and 
may need to ‘go 
round the block a 
couple of times’. 
The second instal- 
lation method recommended by 
Microsoft is to your 
Windows directory to something like 
Windows.31, then _ install 





rename 


and 


Windows 95 into a newly created 
Windows 95 directory. This does 
give you a simple way to return to 
Windows 3.1, but does not migrate 
your word processor, spreadsheet or 
other programs from Windows 3.1 
to Windows 95. 

There is a third, and better way. It 
saves your Windows 3.1 setup and 
also migrates your applications to 
Windows 95. This is to backup your 
Windows directory (and all its subdi- 
rectories) before starting to install 
Windows 95. At the same time, to be 
doubly sure, backup your DOS direc- 
tory, and also config.sys, autoexec.bat 
and any driver files that either of 
these call. 

How do you backup these files and 
directories? If you have a tape drive, 
make a full backup of your system, 
or at least backup the root directory 
of drive C, and also backup the DOS 
directory, Windows directory and 
any other directories beneath it. 
Make sure you verify those backups 
with the backup utility program! 

If you don’t have a tape drive you 
should backup these directories to 
floppy disk or, if you have plenty of 
room on your hard disk, just use 
XCopy to make a copy of the 
\Windows and \DOS directories, and 
critical files from the root directory, 
giving the directories new names at 
the same time. 

The command which will backup 
the Windows directory to a directo- 
ry with different name is: 


Xcopy C:\Windows C:\Windows.31 /S /E. 

Then create a backup of the DOS 
directory with: 

Xcopy C:\DOS C:\DOS.OLD /S /E. 

Finally, make copies of your autoex- 
ec.bat and config.sys files and all those 
drivers and put them somewhere you 
can easily find them. 

Once you have made the backups to 
tape, floppy or to a different directory, 
there is another thing you should do 
before starting to install Windows 95. 
This is to make a startup or boot flop- 
py disk for your previous DOS ver- 
sion. This is done with the command: 

Fonmiateas/s 

Onto this disk copy from your DOS 
directory the sys.com program, as you 
will need it later to put DOS back on 
the hard disk. 

To remove Windows 95, and to 
restore DOS/Windows 95 from back- 
up there are a few things to do. You 
must backup, to tape or floppy, any 


important data files, such as docu- 
ments, spreadsheets, databases, 
graphics and accounting data. Then 
if anything goes wrong in the process 
you haven’t lost hours or work, or 
even the critical information that you 
and your business rely on. 

Next you have to find any files or 
directories that have long file names, 
and convert them to valid 8.3 file 
and directory names. You have to 
replace the Windows 95 boot files in 
the hard disk root directory with 
DOS boot files. Then you have to 
remove the Windows 95 files and 
rename the backup Windows 3.1 
and old DOS directories. 


Long file names to 8.3 

The Windows 95 Scandisk program 
is used to convert long file names 
and long directory names to valid 
8.3 file names. Windows 95 also 
allows some disk volume names 


“YOUR ONE STOP 


that DOS can’t accept, and Scandisk 
can also convert invalid volume 
names to valid names. 

There are a few steps required to 
run Scandisk and convert those 
names. Start up your system. When 
the Windows 95 desktop appears 
use My Computer or the Explorer 
to copy two files to the root direc- 
tory. These are Scandisk.exe and 
Scandisk.ini, both of which should 
be in the \Windows\Command 
directory. Then start up Notepad, 
or any other ASCII editor, and edit 
C:\Scandisk.ini. 

There are two changes to be made 
to the copy of Scandisk.Ini that 1s in 
the root directory. Look in it for a 
section labelled [Environment]. In 
that section are several options, but 
the important ones at the moment 
are labelcheck and spacecheck. Edit 
the line with ‘labelcheck’ to read 
‘labelcheck = on’, and the line 


the World of Communications. 


MODEM SHOP!’ 


about the Internet. 
the benefits of Data/Fox. 


with Australian Made 


Top Quality — Professional Service — Expert Advice and Outstanding Support 
For further information, availability and price contact: Jol Robertson 
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Shop 2, 44 Hampden Road ARTARMON NSW 2064 
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that reads ‘spacecheck’ to read 
‘spacecheck = on’. 

Save the changes, and restart the 
system. At the beginning of the boot 
process a prompt appears that says 
‘Starting Windows 95’. Press F8 
while it is on screen, and a menu 
appears. Select the menu entry that 
says ‘Command Prompt’. This will 
give you a DOS-like prompt. 

Now, run Scandisk to check vol- 
ume labels for invalid characters, 
and also look for invalid spaces in 
file names. Just type in ‘scandisk’ at 
the prompt, and include on the 
same command line the drive letter 
of the drive to be checked. Scandisk 
C: will check the C drive, for exam- 
ple, but you should check all the 
hard drives on your system before 
going any further. 


Reload DOS 
and Windows 3.1 


If you have created that boot floppy 
for your previous DOS version, it’s 
time to use it to make your hard 
disk boot DOS and not Windows 
95. Put that floppy into drive A and 
restart the system. When the DOS 
prompt appears, use the following 
command to put the DOS boot files 
into the root directory of drive C: 
SYS C:\ 

When SYS has finished, and the 
DOS prompt reappears, delete the 
following files from C:\. 

config.sys 
autoexec.bat 
winboot.* 
setuplog.* 
bootlog.” 
detlog.* 

Now it’s time to open drive A and 
reboot the system. Then check the 
\Windows directory (and its subdirec- 
tories) for any files you want to save, 
and copy them to a new directory. 
You can now remove the \Windows 
directory with  Deltree, 
favourite DOS-based file manager, or 
any suitable combination of DOS 


your 


commands. 
If you either made a backup copy 
of your Windows 3.1 directory on 
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7 Windows 95 


the hard disk, it’s now time to 
rename that directory as \Windows. 
and to copy your original autoex- 
ec.bat and config.sys files to C:\. If 
the backups are on tape or floppy, 
just restore them. If, however, you 
installed Windows 95 into the 
directory that held your copy of 
Windows 3.1, and didn’t make a 
backup, you'll have to reload 
Windows 3.1 from the distribution 
floppies or CD-ROM, and will 
probably have to reinstall all your 
applications as well. 

The whole process above sounds 
far more complicated than it is in 
practice, though it is time consuming 
at best. Provided you have a backup 
of your Windows directory it is rela- 
tively painless. If you have to reinstall 
all your applications, it can be 
tedious and, if you have many pro- 
grams on the system, can take half a 
day or even more. 

Just remember — prevention is bet- 
ter than cure. Most people who make 
the change to Windows 95 are happy 
with it and have no need or intention 
to revert to DOS and Windows 3.1. 
Just in case you might be one with a 
computer or program that does not 
suit Windows 95, or just have a per- 
sonal preference for Windows 3.1, 
you should make those backups 
before installing Windows 95, and 
have far less problems if you ever 
need to go back to Windows 3.1. 


Windows 95 Resource Kit 
The Windows 95 manuals are very 
slim. They are designed for average 
users, with fairly standard systems. 
For these people and systems they 
are quite good at covering installa- 
tion and getting started. But for 
those who need more help in run- 
ning Windows 95 there are literally 
hundreds of books aimed at readers 
of all levels of skill and experience. 
Some of these will be reviewed in 
Your Computer 

For those who need detailed tech- 
nical information there is one fabu- 
lous source, ‘right from the horse’s 
mouth’, It’s the Windows 95 
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Microsoft 0a | 


Resource Kit. If you have the CD- 
ROM version of Windows 95, the 
Resource Kit is in Help File format. 

Look for it in the \Admin 
\Reskit\Helpfile directory on the 
CD-ROM. Having the Resource Kit 
on disk is great — but to read it you 
have to be sitting at the computer, 
and if you are having real problems 
the system may not be in a state to 
eee) 2 (CID. 

Fortunately the Resource Kit is 
also available as a book from 
Microsoft Press. It contains virtual- 
ly the same content as the on-line 
Resource Kit, but has some useful 
utility programs. It can also be read 
away from a computer, or when the 
computer is incapable of accessing 
the help file on the CD-ROM. 

After the usual introductory sec- 
tions comes a Deployment Planning 
Guide, which contains a great deal of 
detailed advice on planning the 
installation of Windows 95 through- 
out a large organisation. It has one 
chapter on Deployment Planning 
Basics, and another on Deployment 
Strategies. Next comes a section on 
installation, several chapters on 
Windows 95 Setup, which cover all 
the network and individual scenarios 
imaginable, including various types 
of workstation and server installa- 
tions. Absolutely invaluable is the 
chapter entitled Setup Technical 
Discussion, which covers a huge 
amount of information about the 
setup process. 

There are some four chapters on 
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Windows 95 | 


Windows 95 Networking. These 
cover the built-in networking in 
Windows 95, networking with 
other Microsoft networks such as 
Windows NT. Others cover net- 
working with Netware, LANtastic, 
Banyan Vines, Dec Pathworks, IBM 
OS/2 LAN Server, SunSoft PC-NFS, 
and also host connectivity and 
Windows 95. There is even a chap- 
logon, browsing, and 
resource sharing, with networking 
chapters ending with a detailed net- 
work technical discussion. 


ter on 


The System Management section 
covers security, user profiles and sys- 
tem policies, remote administration. 
There’s a chapter on performance 
tuning, another on system configura- 
tion, plus more on system configura- 
tion, including Plug ‘n Play, devices, 
disks and file systems, and multime- 
dia. More chapters cover application 


support, printing and fonts. 


Communications gets several chap- 


ters. After an introductory chapter. 


there are several chapters that cover 
an introduction to Windows 95 com- 
munications, modems and communi- 
cations tools, electronic mail and 
Microsoft exchange, Microsoft fax, 
dial-up networking and mobile com- 
puting, the Microsoft Network. The 
final chapter in the Communications 
Section is Internet access. 


Windows 95 Reference 


The last of the resource Kit is titled 
Windows 95 Reference. It covers the 
Windows 95 Architecture, Network 
Architecture, the Registry, interna- 
tional editions of Windows 95, and 
finally general troubleshooting. 
There are essential appendixes that 
follow, starting with an invaluable 
one that contains a summary of com- 
mand-line commands. Other appen- 


dices cover lists of all the Windows 


95 system files and .INF Files, 
Msbatch.inf Parameters, and more. 
The Windows 95 Resource Kit is 
well titled. it is a fundamental and 
vital resource of essential technical 
information. Any user beyond 
entry-level or possibly intermediate 
level needs a copy close to hand, as 
does every network administrator 
or company help-desk staff. It isn’t 
the sort of thing you read cover to 
cover for entertainment, though it 
is well written and does reward 
those who study it thoroughly. 
Anyone with a copy will dip into it 
when problems arise, and should be 
pretty confident of finding an 
appropriate and accurate answer. 
The Windows 95 Resource Kit is 
published by Microsoft Press. It comes 
with bundled floppy or CD-ROM 
with the same content as the book in 
help file format and also some utilities. 
Price is around $99, 
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Quality Assurance System and 
easy maintenance of that system. 

Through a simple step-by- | 
step methodology, it takes you 
through all the requirements 
of the AS/ISO 9000 series. 

A free demonstration disk 
is available on request. For 
further information, contact: 


20/20 QUALITY FOCUS 
97 Old Cleveland Road, Stones Corner Q 4120 


QOSDK™ is the answer! 


Quality System Development Kit, QSDK™ is 
the only software package that provides a 
comprehensive AS/ISO 9000 software tool kit. 

QSDK™ is a streamlined set of management tools 
which allows a methodical approach to developing a 
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CONFIGURATION 

of Model MS-200E and Super MS-200E 

(1) Steering Wheel (9) Trim AX 

(2) Fire Button (10) Trim AY 

(3) Start Button (11) 15 Pin External Joystick Connector 
(4) Hub (12) Rudder 

(5) Throttle (13) Turbo 1 For Fire Button 

(6) Brake (14) Turbo 2 For Start Button 

(7) Accelerator (15) LED Indicator 

( 


8) Hub Position Lock (16) Mode Switch (rear) 


Distributed in Australia by Pactronics 
Phone Sydney (02) 417 1522 Brisbane (07) 3854 1982 


Available from all good computer retailers 





It's back to work time — 


ck to work! 


and time to think about breaking the New Year up with some fun. 


Eric Holroyd gives plenty of choice here to get the year rolling. 


Warlords Ii CD 











I know quite a few war gamers who played the original 


Warlords for literally months, so they’ll be pleased to 
see this follow-up. As before, it features huge armies 
with many brave heroes — yet might is not always the 
ultimate factor in winning a specific battle. Instead, you 
need to use diplomacy and strategy — normal enough 
traits you might say — but when combined with the 
magic powers you can gain along the way they become 
powerful weapons indeed. 

It’s a fantasy game of great depth with 60 specifically 
created worlds on the CD-ROM and a random feature 
to create an absolutely unlimited number of newer 
worlds. Then there’s an editor/scenario builder function 
which lets you edit existing worlds if you wish. Player 
choice is wide too, and you can play against the com- 
puter or go head to head with another human via 
modem or e-mail. If you’re one of the growing band of 
network players you'll be pleased to know that up to 
eight players can battle it out in grand unrestricted style 
over a network. 

The brilliant graphics are in Super VGA with music 
tracks and sound effects to match. I especially enjoyed 
the ‘Military Advisor’ option which, when invoked, 
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turns the sword cursor into a question mark. A mouse 
click at that point then brings up the Advisor’s opinion 
of the forthcoming combat to help with your battle 
planning. The many other options include: Intense 
Combat — which usually means heavy casualties; Raze 
City — either any time or after its capture; and a diffi- 
culty range which offers ‘I am the greatest’ if you really 
want a tough game. It’s an absorbing game all! round. 
Warlords H CD Rating: 8. 8/10 
RRP: $89.95 

Type: SS/WAR 

Classified: N/A 

Disk space: 5MB 

Sound support: AL/GM/GUS/MV/ROL/SB(PRO) 

Review copy: Directsoft (02) 482 3455. 


Terminal Velocity 








A mixture of action shoot ‘em up and flight sim, this new 
Apogee release has plenty going for it by way of 3D GFX 
and hot sound effects combined with smooth battle fly- 
ing both aloft and in underground tunnels and caves. 

The version I ran was the single-episode shareware 
one whilst the full registered floppy version is $49.95 
and on CD-ROM $69.95. The CD version has some 
full motion cinematic sequences which add much 
atmosphere to the game and installing the complete 
CD version takes up 40MB on the hard disk (that’s a 
whole lot of game!), so Manaccom have included the 
full floppy version on the CD-ROM to give you the 
choice of using cinematics. 

In similar vein to Descent, the underground 


sequences are quite stunning and ran beautifully on 
the office 486 and J] don’t doubt the claim that it’s 
‘awesome on a Pentium’. The texture mapped flight 
graphics give full 360 degree movement with good 
control which makes it a very playable game both in 
air-to-air and ground to air combat. Your view is 
either from inside the cockpit or outside from behind 
your very maneuverable craft — which can bank, 
loop, roll and even do suicide runs. Action is non- 
stop and full on, with some great effects such as 
enemy planes casting translucent shadows. Network 
support for up to 4 players and 2-player modem sup- 
port is included. 

Manaccom’s ‘under $10’ CD-ROM lets you get a sin- 
gle episode feel for the game and I’m told they’re releas- 
ing similar versions of other games such as Down Under 
Dan as ‘tasters’, which I think is a great idea. 

Terminal Velocity Rating: 89/10 
RRP: $9.95 (shareware) 

Type: ARC 

Classified: G 

Sound support: SB and Compatibles 

Review copy: Manacomm (07) 3368 2366 fax (07) 3369 7589. 


Amazon Queen 
Not too many games play directly from the CD but this 
DOS-based game does, and runs pretty well at that too. 
It’s European made and comes with a four language 
booklet, containing German, French and Italtan instruc- 
tions as well as English. 

The basic concept is somewhat tongue in cheek and 
follows the lines of a 1940s Indiana Jones type adven- 
ture movie set in the South American jungles. Your role 
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__ tanita | 





is as Joe King (and I half expected some explorer to 


appear and say ‘You must be Joe King, I presume?’) 


who’s a flyer scheduled to transport the movie star Faye 
Russell to the jungie location of her latest film. A Dutch 
pilot named Anderson muscles in on Joe’s business by 
locking him in his Rio hotel room and tries to fly Faye 
off himself. Your quest is to release Joe from the locked 
room and foil the Dutchman, then fly off to the 
Amazonian jungle where you'll meet fearsome natives, 
get trapped in a dangerous temple, and meet a mad sci- 
entist intent on taking over the world. You must save 
the day and the save the world too from all this. 

A regular graphic adventure screen complete with 
icons and inventory uses the top three quarters as the 
Play Area and the rest for controls. Here you ‘build’ 
instructions on the command line by clicking both an 
Action and an Object from the two areas, so clicking a 
door in the Play Area and Open from the control panel 
makes Joe open it. It all works well in practice and the 
somewhat blocky GFX are compensated for by the nice 
speech and humour in the game generally. 
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That's Entertainment 


Classifications 


G — General (Suitable for all age groups) 





G8+ ~~ Genera! (8 years and over): contains comic horror 
M15+ — Mature (15 years and over): medium level animated violence 
MA15+---Mature (15 years and over): realistic horror 


Amazon Queen 

RRP: $89.95 

Type: GA 

Classified: N/A 

Sound support: AL/ROL/SB 


Rating: 8/10 


Review copy: Metro Games (03) 9329 2999 fax (03) 9329 2995. 


Virtual Pool 














Pve never really been a pool player but am quite 
familiar with snooker, even though I’m very easy to 
beat! Playing this sim has given me a good insight into 
the game of Pool however, as it includes a potted his- 
tory (sorry!) as well as a tutorial and some great 
videos of trick shots. A DOS game, it’ll run OK under 
Windows — in fact I installed and ran it under Win95 
with no problems — with the only proviso being that 
it requires VESA GFX to see the videos properly. The 
game itself is non-VESA and at startup you have the 
option to bypass the opening videos too — an option 


I sometimes wish other games publishers would offer. 


Key to abbreviations 


ADD — Dungeons & Dragons INT -— Internal Sounds 
AL(G) — --- Ad Lib (Gold) MV — Media Vision Card 
ARC — Arcade Action PUZ —— Puzzle Game 

BRD — Board Game ROL —- Roland Sound 
COMP — Compatibles RP — Role Playing 

DRV — Driving Game SB(PRO)— Sound Blaster (Pro) 
EDUC  — Educational SIM — Simulation 

FAN — Fantasy SPT — Sports Game 

GA —- Graphic Adventure $s — Strategic Studies 
GM -- General MIDI WAR — Miltary Strategy 
GUS — Gravis MAX sound card WSC — Windows Sound Cards 
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This is a very good simulation, with extremely good 
control over cue ball placement and the making of 
shots. Press A to aim, V to change your view, B to 
raise butt (the cue, not yours!) then move your cue 
with the mouse and press space to make the shot. 
Easy. And a good play system too, I thought. Your 
first person view is adjustable up and down for a nor- 
mal view of the table, with very quick screen updates, 
or you can have overhead view if you prefer. 

I liked the mass of options, including the very nice 
Amplify which uses coloured lines to show where the 
balls will actually go if you make the shot. This (pic- 
tured alongside) lets you line up shots very accurate- 
ly and was a boon to my own gameplay. You can play 
against the computer or another human and there’s 
network or modem support too, as well as a ‘save 


_ your own trick shots’ feature. 


Virtual Pool 

RRP: $89.95 
Type: SIM 
Classified: G 
Disk space: 14MB 
Sound support: AL(G)/GUS/MV/ROL/SB(PRO) 
Review copy: Sega OziSoft (02) 317 0000. 


Rating: 9/10 


Destruction Derby 








I can see this being a big hit in more ways than one! 


It’s a ‘crash’em up’ car race with fiercely realistic 
action and very detailed wrecks and it plays and dri- 
ves well. Based on mass destruction of the opposition, 
it features four basic play options called Time Trials, 
Wreckin’ Racing, Stock Car, and the Destruction 
Derby of the title. 

Stock Car is classic circuit racing a la Daytona — 
whilst it didn’t have all the stunning graphics of that 
arcade world-beater, it did have a lot of similarities 
for me and I| enjoyed it just as much. Naturally, first 
past the post is the winner but the twist here is to 
cause as many others to smash along the way as you 
can without getting wiped out yourself. Wreckin’ 
Racing is a variation using circuits like figure eights 
and ovals where you score more points for mayhem 
than for actually finishing. The other cars attack 
yours, too, and it’s good strategy to get them to cause 


Want to get more in-depth with the ‘how’, 
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That's Entertainment 


smashes between themselves for even more points. In 
Time Trials it’s just you racing against the clock, test- 
ing your driving skills against the stopwatch with the 
luxury of being able to use all of the roadway. 

The Destruction Derby itself takes place in the 
famous Bowl, where just about anything goes. There 
are no set rules and no set direction, just pure wreck- 
ing — with points gained for wrecking and spinning 
other cars. The last racer ‘alive’ is the winner, who 
gets bonus points (and a lot of driver satisfaction). 


Game-goss 
A quick look at new releases — 
Paparazzi is a two-disc CD set where you're a freelance 





photographer getting candid snapshots of Tinseltown’s stars. 
You sell these to the highest bidder from the tabloid press and 
believe me, you earn every penny. Varied locations, much 
video featuring 60-plus actors, and a lot of humour maintain 
the interest. Strategy and star interviewing skills required. 

No classification given. $79.95, from Activision (02) 869 0955. 
Perfect General Ii has a new scenario disk which offers 
customized campaigns and scenarios for this best selling 
game. Owners of PGII can create their own environments 
complete with rivers and lakes, mountains and forests, 
adding roads, railways and airports to make a realistic 
combat situation. Game length, starting position and 

other details can all be set and there’s customisable 

weather like snow and fog, too. Classified General. 

$29.95, from Directsoft (02) 482 3455, fax (02) 482 3650. 
SU*27 Flanker — Now that the Iron Curtain is no more we're 
getting all kinds of Russian goodies, including this fine combat 
flight sim complete with a tutorial from their experts. A Win95 
CD-ROM, it downloads almost 8Mb to the hard drive and has 
some very realistic missions for you to fly in a hypothetical 
Russia vs Ukraine war. Your awesome Russian craft is loaded 
with weaponry (so is your enemy’s) and there’s a great deal of 
animated violence. Technically accurate and quite fast — there's 
no classification given, and | rate it 89%. $39.95, from from 
Mindscape International, (02) 899 2277, fax (02) 899 2348. 
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a total ripper. 
Destruction Derby 
RRP: $99.95 

Type: ARC/SIM 
Classified: N/A 
Disk space: 14MB 
Sound support: AL(G)/GM/GUS/MV/ROL/SB(PRO) 


Face to Black — Remember Conrad from Flashback: The 
Quest for Identity? Well it's 2190 AD and he’s back from a 
cryogenic slumber in a huge multi-level battle against the 
wicked Morphs. You/he fight through an enormous 3D 
labyrinth using hi-tech weapons and a radio controlled droid 
for reconnaissance help. Wads of weapons, piles of puzzles, 
terrible traps and fast action. With nice GFX and good SFX, 
has great gameplay. No classification given. $99.95, 

from Electronic Arts (02) 9911 3322. 

Celebrity Poker — If you like gambling, computer games and 
TV stars then this combination of all three will appeal. Featuring 
Jonathon Frakes (Star Trek), Morgan Fairchild (Falcon Crest) 
and Joe Piscopo (Saturday Night Live) it has all the thrills and 
variations of real poker and you can play against the stars. If you 
get bored they'll tell you jokes. A Windows CD-ROM, it runs 
nicely under Win95 too. Classified General. $99.95 from 
Directsoft (02) 482 3455. 

PGA Tour 96 has the best interface I've seen, with a screen 
overlay that shadows the swing and flightpath, plus it has a 
‘waggle’ feature which simulates how ‘fat’ or ‘thin’ you'll hit the 
ball. GFX are stunning on the multiple views of each hole on 
two actual championship courses. You play against 14 top 
pros — or step into their shoes — in a TV style golf tour 
complete with commentary. Realistic! $99.95, from Electronic 
Arts (02) 9911 3322. 

Nick Faido’s Golf also has great GFX and uses digitised speech 
for training | / 
sequences | 
and help 
from 
caddies 
who offer 
advice at 
every hole. 
Again 
there's Me .—l—a—— Ss { 
much use of video, a good training section, and two actual 18- 
hole courses to play. Your eight opponents have good artificial 
intelligence and you set the difficulty level with Amateur and Pro 
modes. Player interface is good and the seasonal weather 
changes affecting ball flight is a good feature. Another good 
one. $69.95, from Roadshow New Media (02) 552 8600. 





There are also Duel and Championship options, plus 
a two-player linked mode via serial cable. This one’s 


Rating: 9, #/10 


Review copy: Metro Games (03) 9329 2999 fax (03) 9329 2995. 


Empire Il — The Art of War 

The full 10 meg installation means that the game runs 
independently of the CD-ROM and I found that 
things ran very smoothly that way, although it can be 
run on the CD drive. Graphically speaking, the 
screen’s nice to read and easy on the eyes — with 
troops, 
shown — whilst the sound effects and music are high 
quality when using a 16-bit sound card. 


weaponry and movements all stylistically 


Empire II is a superb war game and very different 
from many others, in that it stretches your war and 
strategy skills to the full by allowing you to develop 
battle tactics and philosophies in some most realistic 
scenarios. If you prefer to build your own wargame 
from the ground up there’s an excellent Scenario 
Editor with great flexibility and control to do just 
that. 

All the factors of real life battle are available in the 
Editor, including ‘rules of combat’ and ‘troop morale’ 
as well as the regular ones of climate, terrain, popula- 
tion density and so on. Ali of this means that you can 
re-create almost any famous battle you can think of, 
edit one of the supplied scenarios, or invent your own 
complete campaign from scratch and witness your 
attempts at trying to control the limitless permuta- 
tlons In waging war. 

When starting play you choose either Sequential or 
Parallel play, two distinct modes designed to address 
personal preferences and playing configurations. The 
first is primarily for one player against the computer 
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whilst the second is mainly for multiple human play- 
ers (either on a single computer or multiple machines 
linked by modem or network). 

Sequential is a specific “turn based” mode whilst 
Parallel mode requires much more “what if” thinking 
as conditions may change substantially by the time 
your orders take effect. Either way, this is one for the 
thinking would-be general, who wants more than a 
basic shoot-up. 

Empire Il — The Art of War 
RRP: $79.95 

Type: WAR/SIM 

Classified: N/A 

Disk space: 1/6/10MB 
Sound support: GUS/MV/ROL/SB(PRO)/WSS 

Review copy: Directsoft (02) 482 3455 fax (02) 482 3650. 


Rating: @ 4/10 


Fax: (02) 9906 5577 
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InfoLine: (02) 9906 5135 
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*'™bpack to School, Uni, 
Work or Preschool 


This month Anne Glover has gathered a bunch of programs that 
are sure to help 1996 become a successful year educationally. 


Fisher Price — Ready for 
School 


Is your little one really ready for 
the big step of going to school? 
This program gives the littlies a 
chance to build their confidence in 
many early learning skills. There 
are heaps of activities, so it almost 
seems like a set of programs on one 
CD-ROM. Kiddies can start at the 
Snack Hut where they take orders 
for ice creams and popcorn. Select 
the right items and the correct 
number. The zebra orders three ice 
creams and two cups of lemonade. 
Then he changes his mind and the 
order needs to be adjusted. The 
child needs to supply the right line 
up of snacks. Here they are work- 
ing on following verbal instructions 
and some simple addition or sub- 
traction. 





ele a 





ame and less confident Kindy Kids can benefit from a 
workout on their basic skills with Fisher Price — Ready for School 
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The World English version of Encarta 96 is is a significant step up, even from 


its multi award winning predecessors 


After they have had their fill of 
junk food, they can listen to the 
animals in the music hall. They will 
be asked simple number questions, 
like, ‘how many animals are in the 
band’ before moving on to the 
word factory. Use letters (capitals 
and small) to build simple words 
with lots of sound, but not a lot of 
phonics. 
words if they are beyond the simple 
letters. The mail needs to be sorted 


Or match pictures to 


in the post office so make sure you 
know those shapes and colours. 
This program provides heaps of 
variety and works on many useful 
skills. It is easy for the child to use 
with no need to drag and wrong 
answers often disappear. A couple 


of sections are much better suited 
to the American audience with 
northern hemisphere seasons on 
the calendar and 911. the emer- 
gency number in the safety and 
manners matching game. 


Encarta Encyclopedia 96 — 
World English Edition 

Every home with school age kids 
needs a decent encyclopaedia. 
Microsoft has now released their 
World English Edition of this qual- 
ity reference title. No longer is the 
USA the centre of the universe, and 
we no longer need to put up with 
all the ‘American English’ in the 
(Although 
still the 


text and voice overs. 
‘encyclopaedia’ is 


American ‘encyclopedia.’) This ver- 
sion of Encarta has more material 
than before on Europe, Asia, 
Australia and New Zealand and it 
has lots of useful features. 

I found this edition easier to use 
than previous versions. It encour- 
ages the kids to explore and to get 
stuck into their serious research. 
We took a guided tour through 
some endangered creatures to meet 
the dugong and then through some 
recent world events. If your really 
keen to keep up to date, then down- 
load updates for twelve months 
from Microsoft’s MSN or web site. 
Remember this will take up more 
space on your hard drive, but will 
be automatically linked to your 
encyclopedia. We slid along the 
time line of man, from the age of 
the mammoth to today and 
checked out all sorts of pop up cat- 
egories from Physical Sciences to 
Sports and Hobbies. Then we 
played a game trying to locate the 
20 natural wonders of the world 
and listened to proverbs in many 
languages. A trace feature lets par- 
ents or teachers set up a series of 
screens for the students to track 
along with ease. 

So after playing around for a 
while it was time to check out this 
new edition, lets look at Australia. 
As I expect, type in the start of a 
word and the pin pointer starts 
finding it for us right away. If your 
spelling is a bit fuzzy, this process 
on modern CD-ROM encyclopae- 
dias helps. All sorts of info from 
Aussie Rules to Uluru and detailed 
maps are provided. Photos of 
Sydney Harbour and Parliament 
House in Canberra appear as well 
as an old photo and more recent 
clip of Paul Keating. The students 
can print out whole articles or part 
of an article also the images for 
their assignments. Just don’t let 
them fall into the trap of only using 
one reference for their assignments. 
Using a range of sources is a vital 
skill for students of all ages as is 
assimilating the material and then 


adapting and presenting it appro- 
priately. 

Encarta is the best and most eco- 
nomical encyclopaedia for the 
home with high school students. 
The reading level is still a bit too 
tough for many primary school 
kids, they tend to look at the pretty 
pictures. Encarta 96 will run on 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, it 
requires 2 or 9 MB to be installed 
on your hard drive. 


Australian INFOPEDIA 


Not as glossy as Encarta but also 
with Australian input, INFOPEDIA 
is a useful alternative. It incorpo- 
rates a couple of extra books to 
make it more than an encyclopae- 
dia. Australian dictionaries, a the- 
saurus and book of quotes are 
thrown in, just to name a few. They 
have also added lots of local mater- 
ial to make this the Australian edi- 
tion. I don’t find it as easy to use as 
Encarta and found the dictionary 
definitions and quotes annoying or 
in my way. Although they can be 
turned off. It is useful to have more 
than one encyclopaedia on CD- 
ROM and as this one is also large- 
ly based on the Funk and Wagnalls 
Encyclopaedia, it will complement 
CD-ROM encyclopaedias other 
than Encarta. It’s a useful program 
if your looking for quotable quotes 
and dictionary definitions. 

Use INFOPEDIA for the serious 
research, but don’t expect the kids 
to spend extra time exploring and 
enjoying the program. This CD- 
ROM takes up 8 MB of your Hard 
Drive and is not a patch on 
Encarta. 


Encarta 96 World Atlas 

The perfect accompaniment to your 
encyclopaedia on CD-ROM, this 
world atlas is the best of breed. 
Spin around the world and zoom in 
to see really detailed maps. Around 
Sydney you will find many suburbs 
such as Caringbah and Pymble. All 
up it’s the atlas with the mostest. 
Not only maps and facts, with def- 
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INFOPEDIA is an alternative encyclopaedia with 
Australian content (top). Packed with statistics and video, 
the Encarta 96 World Atlas will complement any 
encyclopaedia (below) 
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initions and pronunciations, it also 
gives an insight into life in 31 coun- 
tries. Meet families through video 
clips and listen to music from 
almost any country on Earth. 
Articles on life and the economy in 
many nations also complements 
Stats 
on countries can be compared and 
accessed as specified so you can 
check out the number of cars in 


this as ‘more than an atlas.’ 


Australia and India and then com- 
pare your results per capita. Or 
look at the number of cars in 
Australia per capita over the past 
thirty years. 

Movement around the world, is 
via a compass that to me seems a 
bit of a gimmick and awkward to 
use. I’d rather just use the mouse. 
Like Encarta in the early days, this 


February 1996 yourcomputer 57 
2 





58 yourcomputer February 1996 





} Game Selechan Screen 


. = —_— 


Fighting Serpents 











ie Nine fden's Morris 











= 


— 
et 








_ i 


Viu Torere 








i eS gl fi Qaihe te one a. r 2a 





: 
| 
: 
: 
| 
Four-Field Kono. a 
of 
| 
| 
I 





The games are bound to be the most popular part of the Baiidtai s World { Atlas 


young one has huge potential, but I’d 
like to see a bit more fine tuning. We are 
presented with the old Parliament 
House in Canberra (as in the first ver- 
sion, but not later versions of Encarta) 
and it’s not as intuitive as it should be. 
The next edition is likely to be an essen- 
tial home reference tool. 

This program requires Windows 95 
and 9 MB of Hard drive space. I’ve used 
it on the minimum system (486 DX) 
with 8 MB of RAM and it is mighty 
slow, so be prepared. Turning off the 
sound gave me more speed. 


Rand McNally Children’s World 
Atlas 


For a simpler overview for younger 
users the Children’s World Atlas is 
worth examining. This one has much 
less detailed maps, and feels like a kid’s 
home atlas. There are photos and some 
video but they tend to be dark and dis- 
appointing. A small set of stats appears 
with some interesting facts. The focus is 
less on the people and more on loca- 
tions, so it will suit many primary 
school children. It has less depth but is 
simple to operate and a bit less demand- 
ing on your system. 

Unlike the Encarta Atlas, you can’t 
access the locations like an encyclopae- 


dia only major places like country 
names. It’s neat to look at but too super- 
ficial for an atlas on CD-ROM. 

The favourite part of this program will 
no doubt be the games. Play one of six 
games from different parts of the world 
with a friend or the computer. A little bit 
of background on each game is provid- 
ed but I’m sure the kids won’t care, 
they'll just get on with the fun. 


Click Art Incredible 25,000 
Image Pack 


A humongous set of clip art can really 
come in handy for those school projects 
and for home activities this year. Now 
there are sets on CD-ROM that give you 
thousands of pieces of clip art to choose 
from. However, this means I spend 
hours deciding or just browsing through 
the collection. Often I still don’t find 
what’s in my head. 

This collection from T Maker comes 
on a set of three CD-ROMs and pro- 
vides an image browser so you can 
check out a bunch of art at once (thank 
goodness). There are letters and build- 
ings, animals and borders, science and 
sport, enough to keep the whole family 
happy. Not a lot for really little kids but 
primary school and up should be happy. 
The clip art can be simply dropped into 
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desk top publishing pro- 
gram and I got good 
results on an old dot 





matrix printer. Colour 
looks good, but it works 
on a black and white 
printer too. I found most 
of the art to be useful, 
although there is the 


usual pile of American 
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Harvey Norman promotion. We've 
already used the History of Australia in 
one of the kid’s projects and it came up 
well. It doesn’t have everything about 
everything, but that’s OK because the 
kids shouldn’t rely on one reference any- 
way. Primary school kids find these titles 
easy to use and they have a mix of text, 


see if you are getting useful material. 
This one has a mix of cartoon style 
material and realistic art, some people 
like one style more than another. School 
assignments tend to need realistic art so 
those cartoons and stylised drawings 
may not be used by the kids. 

photos, some video and sound. They 
aren’t the 
American titles but they do a straight 


Webster’s History of Australia 

Webster Publishing has produced a 
series of reference titles at the great price 
of $19.95. This one, the History of 
Australia, recently won the title of best 
selling Australian CD-ROM during a 


extravaganzas of some 
forward job at a reasonable price. 
History of Australia is one title parents 
of primary school children will find gets 
lots of use. We used it in an Explorers 
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Webster’s History of Australia is ideal for primary school projects. It is easy to 
navigate and covers more than the usual Federation and explorer subjects. 


MORE 
FUNDS 


The only way to unlock 
the mysteries of 
Multiple Sclerosis is with 
more research. 
And that means more 
funds. With your help a 
cure for MS could be 
only dollars away. 
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Little BIG LAN $95/network 


Ty 





February 1996 yourcomputer 59 


Quick Looks 


Fisher Price — Ready For School, 

$89.95 Windows CD-ROM, from Dataflow (02) 417 9700, fax (02) 417 9797 

What is it? A range of educational activities. 

Who is it for? Children just starting school who can do with a boost, or those starting school 
next year. 

© Pluses: A wide range of solid educational activities. 

S Minuses: Not enough emphasis on phonics and some American focus. 


Encarta Encyclopaedia 96 — World English Edition, 

$79, upgrade from Encarta 95, $59, from Microsoft (02) 870 2110 

What is it? Tne most super dooper encyclopaedia for home users. 

Who is it for? Secondary students and primary students with strong literacy skills 

Oo Pluses: Encarta encourages exploration and learning with its extra features such as 
the Mind Maze game and tours. 
Minuses: Doesn't cater well to those with a low reading age. Could have a block of text 
with simpler language. 


Australian INFOPEDIA, 

$149.95 Windows CD-ROM, from RoadShow New Media 

What is it? An encyclopaedia on CD-ROM for home use. 

Who is it for? Families who want a serious reference title without the glitz. 

fe] Pluses: Australian input is provided. 

—) Minuses: Quotes and dictionary definitions get in my way, it’s not inspirational. 


Encarta 96 World Atlas, 

$79 Windows CD-ROM, from Microsoft (02) 870 2110 

What is it? An atlas with stats and a chance to learn about life in other nations. 

Who is it for? Upper primary and secondary students or schools 
Pluses: Great detail in the maps 

© Minuses: Some material not as up to date as it should be, it could be easier to use. 
I’m waiting for the next edition. 


Children’s World Atlas, 
$59.95 Windows/Mac CD-ROM, from Hot Point (02) 9907 1100, fax (02) 9907 1166 
What is it? An atlas on CD-ROM. 
Who is it for? Primary school children and schools. 
Pluses: Some useful games from around the world. 
® Minuses: | expected extra detail to make it more useful than a traditional atlas. 


Click Art Incredible 25,000 Image pack, 

$69 Windows CD-ROM, from Dataflow 

What is it? A mega bunch of clip art with a browser to see the pics. 

Who is it for? Families and school looking for lots of art. 

te) Pluses: Heaps to choose from and it’s easy to drop the clip art into documents. 
Minuses: Some American themes we won't use. 


Webster’s History of Australia, 

$19.95 CD-ROM, from Webster Publishing (02) 9975 1466, fax (02) 452 3493 

What is it? An Australian reference title on CD-ROM. 

Who is it for? All families with kids in the project years and schools too. 

+) Pluses: Easy to use, it feels like a book and has a good mix of media without being 


over the top. 
Minuses: More depth on many topics would be appreciated. 


The Computer Classroom Level 3, 

$99 per level, from 2N Education (049) 36 1575, fax 1800 805 008 

What is it? Curriculum based lessons on CD-ROM. 

Who is it for? Schools or families with children aged from seven to nine. 
Pluses: Based on the Australian school curriculum. 

& Minuses: This is all work and no play. 


60 yourcomputer February 1996 


project but it covers Federation, the 
World Wars, Bush rangers and much 
more. 

Other Webster titles are worth 
checking out especially if you plan to 
build up your CD-ROM reference sec- 
tion at home. Snakes of Australia and 
Frogs of Australia will be popular in 
many homes especially at the price of 
$19.95, 


Computer Classroom 3 

The third in the Computer Classroom 
series is now available. These program 
cover the Australian school curriculum 
and are useful for schools and as 
homework or catch up exercises at 


home. This one covers material for 
children aged around seven to nine, 
while previous CD-ROMs cover the 
earlier years. 








plastic glass 




















The Computer Classroom is now 
available in three levels covering the 
local curriculum for students aged 
from 4 to 9. 


Each program is an interactive text 
book on disk. It’s not intended to be 
fun and games and many kids will 
absolutely hate them. However if the 
kids are prepared to do a bit of work 
on the computer it can really help their 
progress at school. Parents will get a 
better understanding of the school cur- 
riculum and some idea of their child’s 
strengths and weaknesses. The pro- 
gram is a good one for home school- 
ers, for kids who have missed a lot of 
school or who are falling behind and 
even for parents to set up structured 
homework. 

Level three covers reading, 3D 
shapes, fractions, division and lots 
more. ye 
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aucatian’ ~ Interactive animated & talking 14 ms lead your child on 
a fun adventure through basic learning skills! ALPHABET, SPELLING, 
VOCABULARY, READING, WRITING, BASIC MATHS & MORE Improves school 
work & computer skills. 





EINSTEIN Jr.'s 


CLASSROOM -New enhanced 
version features 20 educational programs packed 


AWARD WINNING ‘YEARN 2 LEARN’ SERIES DINOSOFT DINOSAURS 


SNOOPY & The FLINTSTONES ~ A variety of Animated & talking dinosaus 


with sound, music, animation & great graphics for affordable titles with fun & challenging games that ES Oe 
more learning fun. Kids of all ages love studying improve learning skills for kids aged 3-10. peCDIen $0 acre naes 
‘ learning. Teacher-developed 


with this comprehensive collection & the varying . 
difficulty levels challenge everyone in the family! & kid tested. 
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3 full version 
CD-ROMS. 


Kids education & 
entertainment, 
games, resource 
art and much more, 
Packs to suit every 
interest and age goup at 
incedible prices. 





AVAILABLE 
AT ALL GOOD 
COMPUTER STORES! 


WESTCOAST 





LANGUAGE > 
CD-ROM 


Captivates kids of all ages, 
introducing them to a foreign language. 
Award winning software incorporating 
bilingual music, animation & live action 
video in an easy-to-operate interactive 
program that makes learning fun! 
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GEOWORKS ENSEMBLE 2.0(1) 


As well as upgrading his computer, Peter Campbell has been 


running Ensemble on a Pentium with Win95. 


have a confession to make. I 

have stripped much of the 

innards out of my old 286 and 
am now using a 486 computer. 
Why? Is it more productive? 

Well, it takes me just as long to 
think of a subject to write about. It 
takes me just as long to research the 
subject. I can’t type any faster. I still 
get interrupted by just as many 
phone calls. And McGruether the 
cat still distracts me by rattling the 
doorknob when she wants to be let 
ji OU, Or lye vecl, SO, ore Cree 0% 


text work, such as writing this col- 
umn, it makes very little difference. 

On the other hand, when laying out 
a newsletter with embedded graph- 
ics, the extra power of the 486 does 
speed up the process. It is also of 
benefit when printing complex 
graphics. But the main reason for the 
upgrade, which is being undertaken 
in stages, is none of these. 

DOS is showing its age, despite the 
good work put in by Microsoft, 
Novell and IBM to improve it. 
Ensemble, too, is now a few years 
old. While it contains 
many advanced fea- 
tures that other appli- 
cation suites cannot 
match without growing 


Winner of Your Computer's Software of the Year Award in 1992 and 1994, 


THE WORKS FOR ONLY #199.00* 


Now you too, can expertence the multi-tasking, windowing, graphical environment GEOS. 


Contacts 


to an alarming size, Ensemble, too, is 
a few years old. 

Enthusiasts tell me that the way to 
go is to use OS/2 Warp, and the 
bonus software which comes with 
it, to bridge the gap. So keep watch- 
ing this space and | will tell you 
how well it does this. 


Upgrading 

It you have a 286 or 386, and at least 
2MB of RAM, the least expensive 
upgrade may well be the fitting of a 
larger, new hard disk drive. Not only 
will it let you do away with memory- 
consuming and speed-reducing disk 
compression, but the drive is likely to 
be faster. Typically the access time 
will be no more than half that of early 


i'd like to hear about your Geoworks problems and/or 


Ensemble 2.0(1) is the full featured package with GeoWrite, GeoDraw, GeoFile, GeoCalec, the 
GeoManager file organiser and all of the useful extras, together with the easy-to-use GEOS 
graphical user interface. 

Not only do you get the full Ensemble package, we will also give you, AT NO EXTRA COST, 
Font Collection 1 (contains 35 different type faces for business, fun and newsletters), Clip Art 
Collection 1 (containing over 700 images for all occasions), the Escape and Quintessence games 
packs (9 great games to play) and the Avery Laser Label Templates. Altogether that is 

a saving of nearly 50% off the normal price. 


And of course, we will still provide you with 90 days free technical support, too. 
There is however a small extra charge of $7.50 for delivery. 


MINIMUM SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: IBM PC/AT 286 or 100% compatible, 2Mb RAM, 3.5" 1.44Mb 
Floppy Disk Drive, Microsoft or Mouse Systems Mouse and Hard Disk Drive with 10Mb of free space. 


Complete and mail or fax to: Computermate Services P/L., P O Box 
540, Toormina. NSW. 2452. Ph: (066) 58 4388 Fax: (066) 58 4395 


QO) Please send me Ensemble 2.0(1) with the works for only $199.00. 
Plus delivery ($7.50 within Aust. $29.00 Air Maii to NZ & PNG) 

(3.5" 1.44Mb format only available) 

| enclose payment O 

Charge tomy Bankcard O Mastercard U Visacard U 
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solutions. Write or mail me at the one of the addresses below. 
If you are interested in joining GEIGA, drop us a line. For new 
software and utilities, contact one of the BBS systems listed 
below. Geoworks is distributed in Australia by Computermate. 
Peter Campbell 

299 Murray Sireet 

Hobart Tas 7000 

Fidonet: 3:633/272.4; GeoNet: 222:700/104; Internet: 
pensey@cloud.apana.org.au 

GEIGA 

PO Box 415 

North Hobart Tas 7002 

Phn: (002) 34 4691 

Fax: (002) 31 2843 

Computermate Services 

PO Box 540 

Toormina NSW 2452 

Phn: (066) 584 388 

Fax: (066) 584 395 

Geowiz BBS: (066) 584 396 

support: (043) 291 322 


IDE drives and data transfer 
will be substantially faster. 

If you can afford it, buy a 
new 420MB or larger drive. If 
you can’t, contact dealers who 
specialise in upgrades and see 
if they have a secondhand 
drive of 170MB or larger for 
sale. These are likely to have 
an in-built cache and you may 
be able to free up memory if 
you don’t have at least 4MB 
of RAM by not using smart- 
drv.exe (or a similar software 
caching program). 

Next on the upgrade list 
would probably be a better 
video card. Some of these 
older machines only had 
256KB on the video card. 
With a local bus (VESA) card, 
you can now run 256 colours 
at resolutions up to 1024 by 
768 pixels. For this you need 
at least 512KB and, prefer- 
ably, IMB of video RAM. 

If you only have 2MB of sys- 
tem RAM, increasing it to 
4Mb, or more, would be next. 

Another option, of course, is 
buying a new computer. 
Many PCs for home use are 
sold in the run-up to 
Christmas and the demand 
falls substantially after the hol- 
iday break. Now might be just 
the time to get a good deal. 


Ensemble on 
a Pentium 
A question which has cropped 
up a number of times recently 
concerns difficulty in inst- 
alling Ensemble on a Pentium 
computer. As the installation 
program comes to an end, a 
KR-01 error is generated. 
The problem appears to be 
that the install program does 
not exit cleanly and fails to 
update geos.ini to tell GEOS 
that the installation has been 
completed. If you strike this 
problem, make a copy of 
geos.ini and save it onto a 


floppy disk. This is a precau- 
tion which you should always 
take before editing this impor- 
tant startup file. 

Now load geos.ini into a 
suitable text editor. Your 
DOS editor will do. Look for 
a line which reads: 

ContinueSetup = true 
and change it to read: 
ContinueSetup = false 

Save it and and start Ensem- 
ble. Do not run SETUPREXE. 

A question related to 
Windows 95 has also cropped 
up several times. It concerns 
the error message: No valid 
fonts in Userdata\Font. 

This message is misleading 
as the fonts are in the proper 
directory folder and are per- 
fectly valid! It occurs because 
GEOS does not recognise 
the DOS you are using. Yes, 
DOS! Windows 95 contains 
an in-built DOS which it 
identifies as MS-DOS 7.0, 
although it does not appear 
to have changed greatly from 
MS-DOS 6.22. 

It is therefore necessary to 
tell GEOS that it is not DOS 
7.0 but a version of DOS that 
it does recognise. This is done 
using the DOS Setver com- 
mand. Go to the Win 95 DOS 
prompt and type: 

setver loader.exe 6.20 

You will not need to use 
SETVER to get Ensemble 
running with PC DOS 7.0, 
because IBM have already 
done it for you! Go to the 
DOS prompt and type 
SETVER and you should see: 

loader.exe 6.30 

near the end of the list. If, 
for some reason, 
there, then type in: 

setver loader.exe 6.30 
If you’ve experienced prob- 


ie 1s oot 


lems running Ensemble with 
a Pentium or under Win95S, 
drop me a line and [ll try 


and help. 
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For over 52 years, one 
magazine has been 
virtually essential reading 
for anyone who is involved 
in, or interested in 
electronics. Since 1965, 
it’s carried this well known 
and respected title: 
Electronics Australia. To 
subscribe to Electronics 
Australia magazine phone 
TOLL FREE 1800 800 933 
- Sydney residents phone 
(02) 353 9992 - and have 
your credit card detail 
ready. Or send your name, 
address and phone 
number, with your 
payment of $55 for 12 
issues (cheque, credit 
card details or money 
order) to: Federal 
Publishing, Subscriptions 


Department, Reply Paid No. 3, PO Box 199, Alexandria 
NSW 2015 (no stamp required) or fax (02) 353 0967. 
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A NEWSAGENT OR 
four 1800 800 933 
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New Products 
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S9O0MHz Pentium, 
12.1 inch SVGA 800 x 600 active 
matrix display, with 18-bit RGB 
technology that offers over 262,000 
colours, for the Z-Note GT series. 
Specifically designed for portable 
systems, the panel offers power 
consumption and a smaller overall 
size. 

The upgraded portables also offer 
a quad-speed CD-ROM and 
improved battery performance. 
They offer PCI local bus, built in 
video accelerator, and optional 
internal MPEG card. The two sepa- 
rate PC Card slots simultaneously 
support one Type Iil and one Type 
I} card. 

The Z-Note GT is offered with a 
multimedia ‘start pack’ with every- 
thing needed to start mobile multi- 
media straight out of the box. It 
includes Sound Blaster Pro compat- 
ible audio, Labtec stereo head- 
phones, and an on-board 
microphone. An audio in/out jack is 
included, and there is standard 
NTSC/PAL video out so most televi- 
sions that support video-in can be 
used for large presentations. 

A SmartBay gives the flexibility of 
an optional second hard drive, or 
the CD-ROM can be swapped out 
and replaced with a floppy disk 
drive. Preloaded software is 
Windows 95 or Windows 3.1, plus 
utility and communications soft- 
ware. 

A Z-Note GT with 12.1 inch TFT 
display, 90 MHz Pentium, 1.3 GB 
hard disk, 8MB RAM, 4x CD-ROM, 
and bundled software has an esti- 
mated price of $10995. Z-Express 
(02) 417 1522. 

JANUARY RELEASES 

LTE 5000, from $7614; Compaq 
1800 060 800 

Versa 500D, $3757; NEC (02) 
930 2000, fax (02) 930 2020. 
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Prices quoted in ‘Release Updates’ 


and other sections of the magazine 


are RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICES, 


including tax, unless otherwise noted. 
STREET PRICES are often lower 
and many dealers offer bundles 


of products at significant discounts. 


NeoClassics CD 


In my recent review of Manaccom’s 
NeoPaint upgrade to v3.1 I wrote 
briefly about NeoShow Pro which I 
obtained on the accompanying 
NeoClassics CD. I said what a nice lit- 
tle tool it is for making slide shows of 


your own graphics and/or scanned pic- 


tures, but omitted to say that you can 
add sound to each picture by way of 
* voc files, quite a few of which come 
with it. 

NeoShow PRO lets you combine 
* pcx, *.bmp & “voc files into very 
effective and useful presentations for 
visual aids, showroom exhibits, or 
sales presentations. A variety of screen 
wipes, fades and dissolves are 
available to enhance your shows and 
supported graphics range from 2 
colours to 16 million in up to 1024 x 
768 resolution. The program links to 
external sound and image editing 
programs so that you can make your 
own sound or pictures and a Compiler 
lets you make stand alone shows for 
distribution to friends, colleagues and 
customers. 


System requirements are similar to 
NeoPaint 3.1 which, if you missed last 
month’s mag and haven’t yet called the 
back issue department, is a complete 
image editing and painting program 
for DOS. NeoPaint supports *.pcx, 

* tif & *. bmp formats in resolutions 
up to 24-bit and has drivers for 
300dpi printers as well as some 
powerful features and naturalistic 
tools which do things like oil and 
water colours. It’s $69.95 (or $39.95 
to existing users who are upgrading) 
and works on anything from DOS 3.1 
up with 640K of RAM, a hard disk 
and mouse. Graphics requirements are: 
EGA, VGA, or SVGA graphic monitor. 
A Microsoft, Logitech or compatible 
mouse is required. 

Several other ‘tryout’ versions of 
NeoSoft Corporation’s Shareware 
programs are also on the NeoClassics 
CD. They’re full working versions as 
far as 1 can see, except that they have 
nagging reminders that you must pay a 
registration fee for any Shareware 
programs that you intend to keep on 
using after trying them out. The 


registration fee gets you a serial 
number which you enter, thus getting 
rid of the reminders. 

I found the tryouts very interesting 
and enjoyed checking out NeoBook 
too. This is an authoring system for 
making disk based books, interactive 
newsletters, catalogs, educational 
materials, and so on. It links up with 
many popular word processors and 
paint programs, being able to import 
ASCII text and *.pcx or *.bmp format 
images from them for use in your 
productions. Again a Compiler and 
Runtime license allow your 
publications to be distributed in EXE 
format so that they run as ‘stand 
alone’ programs. A NeoBook 
Professional version has all that and 
also lets you add Sound Blaster *.voc 
files and FLI and/or FLC animation 
files for extra pizzazz. System 
requirements are as above. 

Versions of Quikmenu and the 
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PhantomScreen screen saver are 
included on the CD-ROM along with 
some good screen saving effects and 
nice Quikmenu wallpapers. QuikMenu 
III is an icon based graphical menu 
and DOS desktop. It includes some 
handy utilities, nice file management 
features and will launch all DOS based 
software. Included are: Modem dial; 
Password protection; a screen saver; 
telephone database; usage tracking; 
background wallpaper and more. It’s 
not a TSR and works with an optional 
Hayes compatible modem. 
PhantomScreen is a DOS based 
screen saver utility which protects your 
computer from unauthorised access 
while you’re away. Fully customisable, 
it displays the time with colourful 
animations and can really liven up 


t 


your work space with 
scanned images and/or 
artwork as well as 
displaying your messages 
to all and sundry. 
There’s also some 
classic art set out in 
directories of 2, 16, 256 
or 16 million colours 
and a useful viewer lets 
you see them all 
‘thumbnail’ fashion. 
Some of these are quite 
beautiful 
representations of 
famous pictures by 
French Impressionists 
and they’re nice for just 
viewing or you can use 
them as wallpaper or 
incorporate them into 
shows and 
presentations. With all 
that I think this is a 
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pretty good value CD- 
ROM and it’s certainly 
very useful. 

By the way, now that 
I’m running Windows 
95 I’ve got NeoPaint set 
up to run directly from 
it, even though it’s a 
DOS program. I’ve 
found it much more 
useful than many of the 
Windows based art 
programs when working 
with graphics and 
generally tidying up 
screen grabs. 

NeoClassics CD, 
$14.95; Manaccom 07) 
3368 2366, 
fax (07) 3369 7589 








Pentium, 75MHz, 100MHz, 133MHz, 
1.2GB EIDE HDD, 8MB RAM, 256Kb L2 
cache 16-bit sound and quad speed CD-ROM 
drive, and a high speed fax/voice/data modem 
with telephony functions for the Aspire range 
from Acer. The range is designed and styled 
to assimilate within the living or lounge room 
of a family home. Software includes Win95 
and a CD bundle of entertainment and educa- 
tional software. Acer Aspire Series, from 
$4000; Acer (02) 870 1999, fax (02) 878 
6227. 

Pentium, 75MHz, S90MHz, 120MHz, 
1GB EIDE HDD, 8MB RAM, Quad speed CD- 
ROM and 16-bit sound, for the Vectra 500 
Series. A 256KB L2 cache, 64-bit PCI graph- 
ics and 15-inch monitor with optional 
14.4Kbps fax/modem provide a powerful 
workstation with accommodation for future P6 
processor upgrades. HP Vectra 500 Series, 
from $4000; Hewlett Packard 131 347. 
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Pentium 75MHz 850MB HDD, 8MB 
RAM, 16-bit sound card, 14-inch monitor and 
quad speed CD-ROM with speakers for the 
DSX Multimedia Pentium 75PC from Dick 
Smith Electronics. Also included is member- 
ship in the VIP club providing free installation, 
3 hours introductory training, hotline support 
and BBS access. DSX Multimedia Pentium 
75PC, $2999; Dick Smith Electronics (02) 
9937 3200, fax (02) 805 1159. 

JANUARY RELEASES 

Vectra VL Series 4, from $3800; Hewlett 
Packard 131 347. 
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complete 


your existing subscription to Your Computer and you could win the 
IImage Digital Qmedia 5x86 Multi Media System, valued at $2,790. 


The Qmedia 5x86 is a complete, ready-to-go multi media system with Pentium-class performance. 

Featuring a TOOMHz Cyrix 5x86 processor it’s the latest competitor for Intel’s Pentium. 

The Qmedia 5x86 has everything most people need in a business or home multimedia system: 
sony quad speed IDE CD-ROM 
850MB hard disk —_ 
A plug and play 

sound card 
PCI accelerator 

video board 
Windows $5 
pre-installed 

on the hard-disk 
CDs for Works 3, 

Golf, Encarta 95 

and Dangerous 

Creatures 
15-inch digitally 

controlled monitor 

with resolutions of 

up to 1280 x 1024 

(atelenininsimtsiersie) 
Microsoft Mouse 
KTX TopScan monitor == 2 ae : ee 
2 speakers with amps. | \ oo ee eed ‘| Ease St 

Two serial ports, the | | | | 

paralle! port, the floppy | 

disk contraller and two" | perx ee. 

EIDE contealiers*are : | —— 

integ sed the 

motherboard, and with | 

the system housed in 

a fminetower case, the 

Ged 5x86 is a sleek, 

compart package - 
with POWER. 

































































The Qmedia 5x86, suitable for all home and 
office applications, could be yours if you 
subscribe NOW to Your Computer magazine. 


subscribe to Your Computer and you will: 

@ Receive your copy before it goes on sale at 
newsstands 

@ Save $5 with a substantial discount off the 
(ere) i=] am 8) [ey= 

@ Automatically go into the draw to WIN the 
Qmedia Multi Media System 

M@ Be guaranteed a copy of every issue 

M@ Enjoy the convenience of having each issue 
delivered FREE to your door 

@ Be protected from any cover price increas- 
es for a whole year 


For your chance to win the Qmedia Multi Media 
system, subscribe or extend your subscription to 
Your Computer today. You'll receive the next 12 
issues delivered straight to your home or office door 
for just $55. That’s a saving of over 15% off the 
cover price. 

To subscribe to Your Computer phone TOLL FREE 
1800 800 933 - Sydney residents phone 

(O02) 353 9992 - with your credit card details 
handy. Alternatively, fill in the subscription 

card attached and send with your payment 
(cheque, credit card details or money order) to: 


Federal Publishing 

oubscriptions Department 

Reply Paid No.3 PO Box 199 Alexandria NSW 2015 
(no stamp required) or fax (02) 353 0967. 

Any queries about your subscription’? 

Phone our customer service line: (02) 353 9992 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: 1. The competition is open to Australian rest 
dents authorising a new or renewed subscription to Your. Computer 
before last mail on 27.2.96 Entries received after closing date will not 
be included. Employees of the Hannan Group, Ilmage Digital, their sub- 
sidiaries and families are not eligible to enter. 2. South Australian rest 
dents need not purchase a subscription to enter, but may enter once 
by submitting their name, address and phone number ta: Your 
Computer/Qmedia Competition, PO Box 199, Alexandria, NSW, 2015. 
3. Prizes are not transferable or exchangeable and may not be con- 
verted to cash. 4. The judge's decision ts final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. 5. Description of the competition and instructions 
on how to enter form a part of the competition. 6. The competition 
commences 31.1.96 and closes last mail on 27.2.96 7. The draw will 
take place in Sydney on 8.3.96 at 11am and the winners will be 
announced in a later issue of Your Computer and notified by mail. 8. 
The prize is: 1 Qmedia 5x86 Multi Media System. Total prize value is 
$2,790. 9. Subscriptions are not refundable. 10. The promoter is the 
Federal Publishing Company Pty. Ltd., 180 Bourke Rd, Alexandria NSW 
2015. Permit No. TC95/7340 issued under the Lotteries and Art 
Union Act 1901; ACT permit no. TP95/28471 issued under the 
Lotteries Act 1964; NT permit no. 96/0002. 
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Bright presentations 

The Proxima Desktop Projector 
2900 allows effective presentations 
to be made in a fully lit room, pro- 
viding a 500+ ANSI lumen image 
projecting 2 million colours from a 
16.7 million colour palette. Weighing 
around 10 kilograms makes the unit 
easy to carry, while the lens’ and 
mirrors’ ability to collapse into the 
unit when not in use allow for easy 





storage and protection. 
An active matrix colour TFT and inte- 
grated audio stereo make the setup 


operation a simple plug and play affair. 


Options include the Cyclops 2060 
Interactive Pointer System allowing 
remote mouse control from anywhere 
in the room. 

Proxima DP 2900, $13,995; AV 
Presentations 1800 635 045, 

fax (02) 816 4222. 





Website Beyond 2000 
Internet service provider Microplex 
and www designers Spike 
Publishing have brought the popu- 
lar science program ‘Beyond 2000” 
into cyberspace with the creation 
of the Beyond 2000 website. The 
site offers: information on upcom- 
ing programs, a look at the pro- 
duction of an episode, and an 
archive of information presented in 
past episodes. The site also pro- 
vides a database on relevant and\or 
interesting science related sites on 
the web. 

Beyond 2000’s web site is at 
http://www. beyond2000.com.au 
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Useful site finder 

Quarterdeck has released an Internet 
search utility to help reduce the time 
spent chasing potentially valuable infor- 
mation on the World Wide Web 
(www). WebCompass is a PC based 
program that polls existing www 
search engines such as Lycos, Yahoo 
and Webcrawler and summarises their 
contents for instant access. 

When prompted for a search topic, 
WebCompass will visit and analyse 
each lead for the topic and create a 
database for every site. The user can 
then quickly look at a summary of each 
potentially useful site and decide on 
whether to investigate further. 

WebCompass contains ‘intelligent 
agents’ that understand enough about 
English and Web pages to decide if the 
text contains information relevant to a 
search topic, find all relevant links and cre- 
ate a database (in MS Access 2.0 format) 
summarising the results of the search. 

Included is a knowledge base of 40 
thousand topics gained through artifi- 
cial-intelligence researches. When an 
unknown subject is requested, 
WebCompass adds this to its database. 
Product information is available on the 
Quarterdeck web site at 
http://www.quarterdeck.com 
Quarterdeck WebCompass, $169; 
Mersisel (02) 9936 1000 or Marketing 
Results (02) 899 5888. 


Easy Web access 

Zircon Technologies has released 
Internet in a Box 2.0 allowing easy con- 
nection and navigation on the Web. 
Features include Spry Mosaic, the latest 
commercial version of the popular Web 
browser, with other tools including Mail, 
News and Gopher applications. A 
Network File Manager is the only imple- 
mentation of FTP that’s fully integrated 
with the Windows File Manager allow- 
ing drag and drop file transfer and 
allows multiple files to be copied at once. 
The Whole Internet User’s Guide by Ed 
Krohl and an on-line Internet tutorial 
help provide a quick understanding of 
both the Web and the tools included 
with Internet In a Box. 

Intemet In A Box 2.0, $149; Zircon 
Technologies (02) 317 4055, 

fax (02) 669 3241. 








Pack OS/2 


Tomorrow's 
technology. 
Today. Easily. 
Seemlessly. 


22-BIT SOFTWARE 

SUPER SPECIALS 
OS/2 Warp Red CD . $129 
OS/2 Warp Connect. $165 
OnCmd xBase OS/2. $350 
OS/2 Hobbes CDROM $35 
Relish-32 OS/2..... $119 
FileStar/2......... $120 
Mesa/2 spreadsheet $245 


Get Warped 
with the 


Warp Starter 
Pack exclusive 
to Discware. 


Kid Proof/2........ 
DBExpert 


OS/2 


46 Chip 


Your source for latest multi-threaded, multi-tasking 32-bit apps. 
Call or fax for your free copy of our OS/2 catalogue. 














Mesa/2 
DeScribe 5 
Bitstream Font Pack 
OS/2 Warp Red. 


$425.00 





Recognita OCR OS/2 $590 
DeScribe Voyager .. $110 
Desktop Observatory. $295 
ColorWorks ....... $495 
Galleria 2.21+ Scan... $85 
Gammatech Utilities $185 


InCharge.......... $135 
ImpOS2 Ver 2.0 .... $325 
R.S.M. Lite 3.1 ..... $295 
VisPro REXX....... $199 
PMComm O$/2..... $149 


NEW FOR O$S/2! 


Bitstream Fonts OS/2 $149 
MKS ToolKit OS/2 .. $450 
eXceed OS/2....... $815 
Partition Magic OS/2 $145 
BackMaster 2.0 OS/2 $145 
WipeOut 2.0 OS/2 .... $99 
System Sounds OS/2 $99 
Back Again/2 OS/2 .. $190 


Galatic Civilizations .. $75 

IBM Fun Pack OS/2 .. $65 

Sim City OS/2 ....... $90 
OS/2 Warp UTILITIES 


FileManager/2 OS/2... $69 
Performance 3.0 OS/2.. $75 
Graham Utilities OS/2. $175 
PM Patrol OS/2 ..... $160 
Object Desktop OS/2 $129 
4D0S & 40S/2 $159 
Chron OS/2 $175 
QuickSwitch OS/2 ... $70 


5B oO RLAON D 
Borland C++ rel 4.5 . $465 


dBase5Win....... $790 
Paradox5 ......... $515 
Quattro Win5...... $145 
WINDOWS SOFTWARE 
WordPerfect/Win 6.1. $369 
Perfect Office....... $299 
ACT/Win 2........:. $350 


ABC Flowcharter 4.. $215 
Q&A Win .......... $345 
OmniPage Pro 5.... $779 


OmniPage......... $425 
TimeLine 6 Win ..... $299 
PageKeeper 2...... $390 


OS/2 


Visio for MS Office .. . $249 


Uninstaller ......... $99 
Windows NT 3.51... $325 
MSVisual C+4+16/32 .. $725 


Excel Win7 ........ $445 
ProjectWin 4.10..... $715 
Word 6Dos......... $99 
Word/Windows 7 ... $425 
MS Office Pro7..... $665 
Lotus 


SmartSuite OS/2 2.0. $635 
SmartSuite Win 4.0 .. $659 


Lotus 123 4.0 ...... $340 

Lotus Forms......... $99 

Lotus/Win5........ $425 
WORKGROUP & MAIL 


OS/2 


cc:Mail Group Pack . . $995 


cco:Mail OS/2........ $145 
cc:Mail Mobile/Win. . . $279 
cc:Mail 10 user...... $450 


cc:Mail Scheduler 5usr $599 
MS Mail serv+10 ws. $2990 
MS Mail Remote..... $220 
MS Schedule+ Starter $225 


GRAPHICS & CAD 


DISCWARE (02) 310-1135 





ColorWorks OS/2 ... . $590 
Corel Draw 5CD....$790 
Harvard Graphics Win $295 


Designer4......... $450 
Adobe Photoshop. . . $815 
DATABASE PACKAGES 
CA Clipper......... $649 
dBase 5/Win........ $199 
dBase Compiler ..... $495 


R&R Report Writer .. . $380 
FoxPro 2.6 Pro 
FoxPro 2.6 Std...... $395 
OnCmd xBase OS/2 . $250 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
FrameMaker....... $1090 


QuarkxXpress 3.3... $1699 
Ventura 5.0 $Call 








for OS/2 





pen Street Chippendale NSW 2008. FAX: (02) 310-1118 


AVAILABILITY MAY BE LIMITED AT PRICES ADVERTISED. PRICES APPLY TO STOCK HELD AS AT 1/12/95. E&OE 
See our Web page: http://www.ozemail.com.au/~sbt 
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Easy Win95 Web access 
Microplex has released a Win95 
version of its popular Internet Starter 
Pack providing an out-of-the-box 
connection to the Net. All configura- 
tion and dial-up information is auto- 
matically carried out, including 
service provider infor- 
mation for a connec- 


tion with i‘. : 
Microplex. Ten oe : 
hours of a 

Internet ws es Pe 

access ne a “ 

is also a, ster 

: Fy, ff i 
included “, i" 3 

in the pack- 

age. A full 


suite of Internet 
software includes 
Quarterdeck 
Mosaic, Eudora 
mail reader and a 
location connection 
helper allowing differ- 
ent provider and connec- 





tion setup configurations to be saved 
for multiple dial up options. 
Microplex Starter Pack, $99; 
Microplex (02) 438 1234, fax (02) 
906 2326, web site 
htto://www.mpx.com. au 
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ASAP 

Blackfire Technology has released the 
latest version of its electronic file send- 
ing package ASAP 2.0, The program is 
for service bureaus and DTP and 
graphic arts professionals not wishing 
to deal with the configuration and 
dialing processes for sending a file 
electronically. 

To send a print job, the user drags 
the file to a customised icon. 
Automatically the files are compressed, 
the modem is configured with a con- 
nection established and files are deliv- 
ered to the receiver, together with the 
job ticket and any special instructions. 

Jobs can be received from either 
Macs or PCs onto the PC in native 
source, postscript, digital paper or 
portable document files. Cross plat- 
form capabilities mean easy sending of 
jobs to service bureaus. An exact copy 
of the files, with hierarchy maintained 
is transferred automatically. 

ASAP V2.0 Server for Windows, 
$1199; Black Fire Technology (07) 
3823 1993, fax (07) 3390 3526. 









JOLT YOUR SENSES WITH AMAZING LARGE-SCREEN 
3D IMAGES, FULL-MOTION TRACKING, CYBERPUCK™ 
HAND CONTROL AND HI-FI STEREO SOUND. 

THE VFX-1 HEADGEAR™ VIRTUAL REALITY SYSTEM 
CAN BE USED WITH ANY PC GAME AND IS THE 
HOME VR STANDARD FOR THE WORLD'S BEST 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS. 


NOW YOU CAN GET INSIDE THE GAME. 
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AVAILABLE NOW FROM ALL GOOD GOMPUTER STORES 
DEALER ENQUIRIES: EUREKA LINK COMPANY PH (02) 9438 1652 FAX (03) 9438 4105 
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THE AUSTRALIAN MOVIE DISC 
" The Centenary Edition 1899 - 1999 
Tne Australian Movie Disc is tne definitive encyclopedia of 


Australian movies from “Soldiers of tne Cross” (1990) 
to the forthcoming Sci-Fi entry “EPSILON” 








Whilst Australia’s first ‘Feature Film’ - “Soldiers of The Cross” premiered in 1900, ‘moving pictures’ of Australians in 
Every day working life (referred to as “Actuality Films”) existed as far back as 1895 - thus this centenary edition. 


The purpose of this CD-Rom is to provide information, rather than review-styled format! As a database, students of 
films and movie buffs alike will be able to cross reference all manner of search criteria, for example: 

1. All Horror films directed by Ken Hall 

2. All Sci-Fi Films made in 1985 

3. Every movie in which Mel Gibson, Russel Crowe or even Gough Whitlam appeared. 

4. Search by Title, Category, Rating, Year, Director, Stars, Music, Awards, and Country hm. 





The Australian Movie Disc contains four databases: 





AUSTRALIAN FILMS - More than 1000 Australian feature films to date. 
ACADEMY AWARDS -_ The Encyclopaedic history of the Academy Awards from 1929 to 1995. 


MOVIES - Thousands of International movies including most playing in theatres around the world 
in November 1995. 
PRE, MID, POST - Of particular interest to film buffs, video libraries and media writers... we present a fully 


searchable database of over 100 major movies currently Pre, Mid, or Post production, 
together with their plot line if known 


A concise - sometimes vitriolic...but always witty and entertaining synopsis/plot description has been 
added to the vast majority of listings. Every new film contains such enhancement. 


Approximately 1200 of the movies profiled here simply do not appear in any other anthology available. 
No other movie compilation, printed or electronic is this up to date. 


Totally updated film coverage both Australian and International. Including ‘Billy’s Holiday’, ‘Clueless’, 
‘Assassins’, ‘French Kiss’ even next months Australian Sci-Fi epic ‘Epsilon’. 





/ Most films currently playing in London, Europe, and the US are here. 


The Australian Movie Disc also plays host to many hundred lesser known, but still significant, 
films produced by many foreign production houses in Tunisia, Egypt, Russia, France, Algeria, and 
sweden. Over 80 countries in all. 








So if you are a student of films, a movie critic, a movie collector, want to Know 
What inat movig on ine teily tonignt {sz all aoout, or fust want to Know more 
tnan Bill Collins, The “Australian Movie Disc- Centenary Edition” is for you. 


PROUDLY DISTRIBUTED By: 


"Pep 1 Hodkin Place, Ingleburn, 
LR. AN NSW 2565 Australia 


‘SOLUTIONS PH: +61 2 829-3120 


FAX: +61 2 829-4911 Dealer Enquiries Welcome 
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Budget software 


What Went Where is a transaction and 
budget program to help streamline 
SOHO finances with a flexible transac- 
tion type entry facility to help integrate 
and track cheque, savings and debit 


TrackMan Marble 
The latest thumb operated trackball from 
Logitech is virtually maintenance 
free, with a complete seal 
‘ between the trackball 
“ai and sensor. Using 
‘\ technology based 
\“ on optic and neur- 
fal research the 
Marble has an 
embedded sensor 
remotely tracking 
the movements of a 
random pattern of 
dots printed on an inner 
layer of the trackball, 
which itself is protected by a 
coating. This eliminates problems 
related to dust and particles clogging the 
internal mechanics of the pointing device. 
The Marble is designed to support the 
hand with the three button design allowing 
users to assign shortcuts to particular tasks, 
such as draglock and double clicks. 
Logitech MouseWare permits the use of 
multiple pointing devices at the same time. 
The Marble is PnP ready with the ability to 
be hot plugged under Win95. 
TrackMan Marble, $159; Logitech (02) 
9959 1088, fax (02) 9959 1999. 
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Courseware 


Training people to use computer software takes 
good courseware. Developing your own 
courseware is expensive and time consuming, 
but there is another way. Unitec Corporation 
offers a great range of courseware that can be 
delivered by in-house trainers to their staff, or 
to their clients’ staff. The courseware is sold in 
packs with site licences, which allow copying of 
student workbooks for courses held on the 
licenced site. Site licences vary from $750 to 
$1500 for a single application. 

Courseware covers most common applica- 
tions, with standard and advanced courses in 
each case. There are courses for Ami Pro, Lotus 
1-2-3, Freelance, CC Mail and Approach. 
Other courses cover WordPerfect for Windows 
or DOS, Quattro Pro, Paradox, and Delphi. 
Courses on Microsoft products cover Windows 
3.1, Windows for Workgroups 3.11 and 
Windows 95. Word for Windows from 2.0 to 
7.0 and Excel trom 4.0 to 7.0 are covered, as 
are all versions of Access and most other 
Microsoft applications. There are also courses 
for Q&A 4.0, ACT!, MYOR, CorelDraw 5.0, 
PageMaker 6.0 and many more. 

Unitec Corporation (03) 9752 2740. — JH 


card bank 
accounts. What 
Went Where han- 
dles cheque trans- 
actions, cash 
withdrawals and 
deposits, direct 
debits, periodic 
purchases, 
debit/credit card 
purchases and auto 
teller and EFTPOS 
transactions. 

The Australian 
designed and made 
package exports 
data to Lotus 1-2- 
3 and major 
accounting pack- 
ages such as 
Solution 6 and 
Attache. A dual coding option can 
incorporate user codes and traditional 
account codes for the same file. 

What Went Where, $150 (5 site 
license); Dataworks (03) 9764 8344, 
fax (03) 9763 2089. 





yO? : : 
= —_ iil - = 


Slash STD and ISD calls on the Web 

Quarterdeck has released a Web tool to allow international and interstate phone 
conversations for the cost of Internet access (about $4 an hour). WebTalk includes 
two licenses, two licenses for the Mosaic Web browser and a Lab Tech micro- 
phone. Quality is comparable to a normal phone transmission due to enhanced 
voice compression. 

WebTalk provides integration between a www interface, email and Internet Relay 
Chat (IRC). Users can join a conversation from a Web page, with messages to be 
left if a WebTalk call is not answered. | 

Hardware required is a 486DX2\50 with 8MB RAM a 16-bit sound card and a 
14.4kbps modem. 

Quarterdeck WebTalk, $99; Marketing Results (02) 899 5888; 
Merisal (02) 936 1000. 


FaxWorks Pro LAN for Windows NT 
Global Village Communications has introduced 
FaxWorks Pro LAN Windows NT, a complete fax 
solution for local area networks (LAN), allowing 
users in an office to fax directly from the desktop 
without printing. It is one of the first fax server 
solutions for the growing Windows NT market. 
The scalable technology supports up to 128 fax 
channels per server, in addition to shareable 
modems on stand alone PCs, and can be expanded 


to support thousands of clients. 


The package ships with a 30-user licence for the 
chient software, providing Windows, DOS and 
Windows NT users with fax send, receive, view 


and management capabilities in one easy-to-use 


integrated desktop program. The client software 
includes FaxTracker to track scheduled faxes, 
received faxes, and preview files without opening 
them. FaxWorks Pro LAN has Direct Inward Dial 


capabilities requiring no manual intervention to 


route incoming faxes. 


Designed for easy management and administration, 
it is compatible with many network systems, includ- 
ing NetWare, LAN Manager, and LAN Server. 

The Starter Pack, with the FaxWorks Pro NT serv- 
er and 30 client licences, $4582; Digital Solutions 


1 800 804 635. — JH 
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V.34 Voice Modem 
Banksia has released the My VoiceModem, 
a high speed modem enabling a PC to 
function as a telephony message centre. 
Designed for the SOHO market, the 
MyVoiceModem can use the sound card to 
take messages, page user’s on demand and 
supply fax back facilities from the desktop. 
Callers dialling the user’s phone number 
can be presented with a recorded message 
offering choices from a menu on how to 
leave a message for a particular person. 
With up to 10 password protected mail- 
boxes to be established, small businesses 
with up to 10 employees can have a person- 
al message bank operated from the one PC. 
An integrated headset and microphone is 
supplied as well as an introductory mem- 
bership for Compuserve. MyVoiceModem, 
$699; Banksia (02) 418 6033, 
ax (02) 428 5460. 





Zaurus 
K-PDA 

The Sharp 
Zaurus (ZR- 
5000) keyboard- 
enhanced 
personal digital 
assistant (K-PDA) 
offers the small 
business sector 
efficient time 
management, 
communication 
with clients, and 
the ability to 


conduct business anywhere. It lets the small business person 
take notes on an electronic touch panel, create maps and draw- 
ings, generate documents with a word processor, and effectively 
manage time and information. It can even send a fax with a 
company logo and signature. 


The IrDa compatible infrared port can communicate wirelessly 


with Sharp notebook computers as well as to printers fitted 
with the Sharp CEIRI infrared port. At 170 mm wide, 100 mm 
deep and 25 mm high, and weighing only 385g the Sharp 
Zaurus is one of the smallest devices on the market. It fits easi- 
ly into a handbag or briefcase. 


Sharp Zaurus, $999; Sharp (02) 831 9111. — JH 
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Web shopping 

Personal Computer Supplies, a 
Brisbane-based discount supplier, 
has launched Australia’s largest 
on-line retail ordering service. 
Located on the Internet and with 
over 2000 products available for 
purchase, the PCS Web site 
http://www.odyssey.com.au/wtc/p 
cs/ has everything from floppy 
disks to notebooks, and software 
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from many 
leading ven- 
dors. 
PCS also 
searches out 
obscure prod- 
ucts if they 
are not 
already part 
of the web 
Siler 
The Site 
includes 
Printer 
Consumables, 
Hardware, 
Software, 
Magnetic 
Media and 
Miscellaneous product pages 
with each section divided by 
manufacturer or product type. 
Orders can be placed via credit 
card, COD courier delivery, bank 
cheque or with an established 
account. Ordered items will be 
delivered via courier Australia 
wide. Netscape v1.1 or later is 
needed to view the PCS site and 
place orders. 
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New Products 





AutoMated Payroll 


AutoMate and Logisoft have 
announced the integration of their 
respective products — AutoMate’s 
range of business management sys- 
tems, and Logisoft’s payroll systems. 
Logisoft’s PayPacket and Payroll 
programs have been updated to 
automatically export files containing 
relevant ledger information. 
AutoMate has been updated to read 
these files and assign their contents 
to relevant ledgers. 

Both companies have aimed their 
products at the trades, job-based, 
service and point of sale businesses. 
Now, with the products brought 
closer together, each company will 
offer both products to their respec- 
tive clients. Together they offer an 
integrated solution to the needs of 
many small businesses. 

Contact AutoMate on 
(068) 84 4000. 


7 : 


Brother FAX-1200P Plain 
Paper Fax 


Designed to meet the needs of SOHO 
users, the Brother FAX-1200P is a full- 
featured plain-paper fax which breaks 
the $1000 price barrier. It has a 200 
page plain paper tray, a 20 page docu- 
ment feeder, 70 auto-dial memory, built- 
in telephone handset with automatic 
fax/tel switch, an answering machine 
interface, and more. 

There is a 10-page out-of-paper memo- 
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Personal Tutor High 
School Maths 


Worried about your children’s high 
school maths? Then Personal Tutor 
High School Maths could solve the 
problem. It’s an easy way to learn 
and can be used on a home computer 
whenever needed. Useful for students 
from 12 to 17, it teaches maths con- 
cepts used throughout high school, 
and includes preparation for inter- 
mediate and advanced maths exami- 
nations. 

High Schoo! Maths is written by 
Australian teachers and examiners, 
and covers maths from algebra to 
statistics. It has 157 easy to read 
lessons with over 1000 questions 
and worked solutions. It teaches, 
tests and prepares a revision pro- 
gram based on a student’s perfor- 
mance, and provides parent/teacher 
reports to keep track of work done. 

For a free catalogue and demo 


ry, broadcasting up to 70 locations, and 
memory transmission. Remote fax 
retrieval is included, as is fax forwarding 
to another machine. It’s possible to scan 
a document into memory while sending 
or receiving a fax. Also available is a 


software option called The Missing Link. 
This uses the FAX-1200P PC interface to 


become a Windows printer, scanner and 
fax modem, and costs just $169. 
Brother FAX-1200P, $999; Brother (02) 
887 4344. 












PERSONAL Sr Te rgp 


MATHS 


THE E | | 
ASY Way To BETTER GRADES 


of High School Maths, 
contact Memory Banks on 
(03) 770 1615 —JH 


PC-LOGO 


PC-LOGO with Robotics combines the 
power of Logo with added commands to 
communicate directly with the robotic 
models from Fischer Technik. It can now 
be used to control motors, switches, elec- 
tromagnets and buzzers. It’s possible to 
program automatic responses to changes 
in light, temperature, or motion as detect- 
ed by sensors. Extending the control of 
the turtle on the screen to actual robots 
enhances the Logo learning environment 
of problem solving, math and logic. 

The FischerTechnik interface unit pro- 
vides eight digital inputs, two analogue 
inputs, and four bi-directional motor out- 
puts. It connects to any IBM-PC parallel 
printer port and allows a second unit to 
be attached for a total of 16 digital mputs 
and eight motor outputs or 16 
lamp/relay outputs. Sample programs are 
provided for the FischerTechnik Profi 
Computing kit. This kit contains a total 
of 888 parts including motors, gearbox- 
es, switches, lamps, light detectors and 
more. 

PC-Logo with Robotics software, $195; 
Profi Computing kit, $850; Procon 
Technology (03) 9807 5660. —JH 
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For over 52 years, one magazine has been virtually 
essential reading for anyone who is involved in, or 
interested in electronics. Since 1965, it’s carried 
this well known and respected title: Electronics 


Australia. 


To subscribe to Electronics Australia magazine 
phone TOLL FREE 1800 800 933 - Sydney residents 
phone (02) 353 9992 - and have your credit card 


detail ready. Or send your name, address and phone 





COST REMOTE 
VOLUME 
CONTROL 


AT YOUR 


SESE NEWSAGENTS 


number, with your payment of $55.00 for 12 issues 


(cheque, credit card details or money order) to: 


Federal Publishing, Subscriptions Department, 
Reply Paid No. 3, PO Box 199, Alexandria NSW 
2015 (no stamp required) or fax (02) 353 0967. 
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Fargo FotoFUN 


Fargo FotoFUN is a digital colour 
photo printer that produces output 
said to be the same quality as photos 
developed at a photo lab. Maximum 
output size is 100mm by 150mm, the 
same size as a large print size at most 
photo processors. Different combina- 
tions of frame size can also be printed, 
such as two 50mm by 75 mm or two 75 
mm by 75 mm pictures on a single sheet. 
The FotoFUN can be used to print 
your own photographs once they have 





EASY-CONNECT 
PHONE — FAX LINE SHARER 


Integrate your Fax (or Modem) 
into any Telephone 
System.Completely 

Automatic and Transparent 
reception, without Compromise. 
No special wiring, any 

device at any location. 

Your Callers will never 

know it's on the Line. 









SCAN MASTER 
FAX — FAX / MODEM LINK 


At last, you can now interface your 
Fax with your Fax/Modem to 
provide Document 


Scanning to Your PC, neni Ti = 
Hardcopy Print eee Mee 

to your Fax, nytt —— 
The only fully automatic es i 
device on the market Bua es ' 
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been scanned — a service offered by 
some photo labs. It can also print 
high-resolution images downloaded 
from the Internet or other sources, or 
shipped on CD-ROM. An optional 
FotoMug kit includes four coffee mugs 
and a special tool that can transfer 
images printed with the FotoMug to 
the surface of the mug. These images 
are said to be permanent and dish- 
washer proof. 

FotoFUN, $995; 

Mitsui (02) 9935 2400. 


p TELEPHONE LINE SHARING 
ih New Technology — Share A Line and Save $445 in First Year 


A Ad. 


AS REVIEWED 


y | IN JANUARY 1996 YOUR 
COMPUTER MAGAZINE 


EASYTRANSFER 


Low Cost Single Line PABX 
Just Plug it in and create 
Two Extensions, on ANY 
LINE. Plug in another for 

Two more. Works with your 

normal telephones. 


FAX - 


on one line. 


MUSIC ON HOLD 


| for Single Telephone lines. 
RING MASTER 


| Low Cost PABX for Demos, 
Training, Service. 
AUTO CONNECT 
New Low cost Line Sharer 
for outgoing Modem Use. 


It's called 





CHECK ALL OF THESE FEATURES: 


Y Multiple Extension Phones ¢ Answering Machine Y Cordless Telephone vY Any Device, Any Socket Y Any Fax 
and/or Modem & Upgradeable Design v Lightning Protection for Attached Devices & Transparent Operation 


NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Australia's Telephone Line Sharing Company 


Proudly Suilt in Australia under us ricence 


= SYDNEY (02) 9905 6670 = MELBOURNE (03) 9887 6200 = ADELAIDE (08) 362 6776 = PERTH (09) 470 2808 = HEAD OFFICE (07) 5596 5128 









Now you can connect your Modem 
to your Fax Line for fully automatic 
Bi-Directional operation. 


Or operate two Modems 


ALL 3 DEVICES IN ONE UNIT 
Automatic Voice, Fax and 
Modem on One Line With 
Fax-Fax/Modem Link. 
EASY-CONNECT, FMX 
and SCAN MASTER 
all in one Product. 


EASY-CONNECT xa. 





| Catalog 
Catalogic, a Melbourne software devel- 
oper, has released Catalog. It’s a 
Windows-based system for maintaining 
and distributing product and price list 
information. It can also crate and print 
orders based on this information.. 

The master program enters and main- 
tains product data, including quantity 
breaks, discounts, and lot sizes. Notes 
(up to 30000 characters) and taxes can 
be included, as can delivery cost and 
supplier information. Products are 
grouped in categories, and there can also | 
be sub-categories. Prices can be modified | 
globally, in a single category, or one item 
at a time. The master program creates a 
single distribution file. Special distribu- 
tion files can be created for specific cus- 
tomers. All the distribution files have a 
‘use-by’ date to ensure that only the cur- 
rent catalogue is used by clients. 

The viewer program peruses the dis- 
tribution file, but can’t change its con- 
tents. It can create quotes with tax and 
delivery charges, and print them out. 
Catalog, $299; 

Catalogic (03) 9614 7433. 








FMX 
MODEM LINE SHARER 
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MORE 
FUNDS 


The only way to unlock 
the mysteries of 
Multiple Sclerosis is with 
more research. 





‘arfasy-SF « RPGs « Figures * Kits * Kites * Paints Books ¢ Posters 
| jiecast ©, lgeaWs ¢ Planes * Trains * Cars Trucks * Motorbikes * Ships 


have eenth’s 










And that means more 

funds. With your help a 

cure for MS could be 
only dollars away. 


MS 


Multiple Sclerosis. 





range of games ‘softwa 

Amiga ¢ IBM e Commodore-64, Macint 

e Atari ST, Apple Il ¢ Sega ¢ Nintende 

See catalogue listings 

493 Wellington Street, Perth 
(opposite Horseshoe Bridge) 


Phone (09) 321 2909 Fax: (09) 322 7016 
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For over 52 years, one magazine has been 
virtually essential reading for anyone who is 
involved in, or interested in electronics. 
Since 1965, it’s carried this well known and 
respected title: Electronics Australia. To 
subscribe to Electronics Australia magazine 
phone TOLL FREE 1800 800 933 - Sydney 
residents phone (02) 353 9992 - and have 
your credit card detail ready. Or send your 
name, address and phone number, with 
your payment of $55 for 12 issues (cheque, 
credit card details or money order) to: 
Federal Publishing, Subscriptions 
Department, Reply Paid No. 3, PO Box 199, 
Alexandria NSW 2015 (no stamp required) 
or fax (02) 353 0967. 
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ON SALE AT YOUR NEWSAGENTS NOW 






Sinn ee 


RiadaConvert — The 
Conversion 
Encyclopaedia 


Riada have released RiadaConvert 
— the Conversion Encyclopaedia. It 
converts more than 2000 units of 
measure, and is said to be a defini- 
tive guide to units in a wide range 
of categories, including length, 








Stingray 8422 
The Stingray 8422 has arrived, said to be 
the first 8x speed CD-ROM in Australia. 





78 yourcomputer February 1996 


ew Products 


mass, volume, temperature, etc. It 

includes unusual categories such as 
clothing sizes, monetary rates, and 
selected foreign words and phrases. 

Easy to use, RiadaConvert is a 
tool for those who regularly convert 
values for work or study, and who 
can’t find that elusive conversion 
table when they need it. It is a must 
for those in the sciences, meteorolo- 
gy, surveying, engineering, architec- 
ture, astronomy, cooking, fashion, 
business and finance. Informative 
text is associated with many of the 
units, giving historical and cultural 
perspectives. RiadaConvert is a true 
32-bit application which can run on 
Windows 3.1, 95 or NT. 
RiadaConvert, $65; 

Riada (03) 9510 9685. 

An internal IDE drive which, it uses 
ATAPI (enhanced IDE) or IDE interfaces, 
which are cheaper than SCSI. 

Supporting audio CD, Video CD, multi- 
session PhotoCD, CD-I, and Karaoke CD, 
plus being CD-XA ready, the Stingray 
8422 is Windows 95 compatible. it’s also 
compatible with Windows NT, OS/2 
Warp 3.x, and Realmagic MPEG cards. 
With a data transfer rate of 1200 K-bytes 
per sec, and an average seek time of 150 
ms, it has double the data transfer rate of 
current quad-speed drives. 

Stingray 8422, $699 is Natcomp 
(02) 879 7566. 


Lotus Word Pro for 
Windows 3.1 


Lotus Word Pro is available until 
September 1996 with a free second 
licence, allowing you to register and 
install a second licence for a friend or 
colleague at no extra cost. Word Pro 
allows collaboration, communication 
and coordination on documents. 
Lotus believes that, with Word Pro’s 
focus on team processes, the best way 
to prove its effectiveness is to provide 
people with the licences to experience 
the benefits. 

Word Pro offers an improved user 
interface, team computing capabili- 
ties, and enhanced features to simpli- 
fy the creation of documents by more 


PC-cillin 95 


Touchstone Software have released 
PC-cillin 95, a Windows 3.1 and 
Windows 95 utility that detects and 
cleans viruses, including previously 
unknown viruses. ‘Smart’ virus 
monitoring automatically adjusts 
protection, while advanced rule- 
bases scanning technology detects 
mutation and unknown viruses. 

PC-cillin 95 can automatically 
scan files as they are downloaded 
from the Internet or other services. 
It can also scan E-mail and attached 
files for virus infections. Other 
dynamic monitoring features 
include automatic boot virus check 
for any floppy accessed, and auto- 
matic virus scan before a program 
executes. PC-cillin can scan com- 
pressed files. 

The 32-bit multi-threaded scan 
engine performs scans in many 
ways: manual from the user inter- 
face, automatic pre-scheduled scans, 
and automatic I/O scans when I/O 
requests are made. It supports 
Windows 95 mulit-tasking for max- 
imum speed and minimum inconve- 
nience. Other Windows 95 features 
include long file name support, 
drag-and-drop virus scan, a user 
interface in Windows 95 style and a 
virus encyclopaedia in Windows 95 
Help file format. 

PC-cillin, $109.95; Marketing 
Results (02) 899 5888. 


than one person. It helps teams work 
better together by streamlining the 
process of creating, reviewing and 
editing shared documents. Team 
computing features include version- 
ing, team review, multi-editor revi- 
sion marking, and team 
consolidation. There’s also on-the-fly 
spell checking, SmartMasters, divider 
tabs, the Lotus InfoBox, and 
LotusScript 3.0. 

Lotus Word Pro for Windows 95 is 
priced at $159, with a free second 
licence till September 1996. 
Versions for Windows 95 and OS/2 
will be offered, optimised for each 
of these platforms. 

Contact Lotus on 1800 252 408. 


V.17 Fax - V.42 & MNP Error Correction - V.42 bis & MNP Data Compression 


115.2 Kbps Maximum Data Troughput 


Purchase any Diamond Modem 








GET CONNECTED 
HONUS INTERNET KIT 
All you need to start Surfing the Net 
e InterNet Windows Software Kit 
e Five (5) Hours Free InterNet Acces 
e InterNet Support Sam to Midnight 7 Days 











: And all you need to start communicating 
e Windows/DOS Fax & Data Software 


e All Australian Bulletin Board Numbers 

° World's Fastest Virus Detection Software 
© Software & Hardware Manuals 

e User Advice and lips & Hints 

e EzeStart Install & Setup Instructions 

e All Necessary Cables 


P Lys “Oa PaaS HSH 
14 day Monrky Barh Guarantees 
3 Year Warranty anit. Fred 
neta 



















ls and Save ap to $700 


Fax/Data 


Fax/Data 


Fax/Data/Voice 


then cave again by adding our 


fe ull, Page SCAKKEL i Of 


| Diamond Page 630 


The perfect scanner for office automation , g 


Built-in 10 page Automatic Document Feeder ( 


High-speed OCR scanning . 
Includes OCR and file management software ” 
Simplifies : scanning, faxing, filing & copying \ ae 
With iPhoto Plus Image Processing and set ad “a 

Economical scanning at your office or home has arrived with the Diamond 
page 630. A push of a button is all it takes to begin turning piles of paper 
into an electronic filling system from which you can also fax or copy. 





Capture Software 


Scan letter, legal A4 and many other sizes in just seconds ! High-speed OCR 
and multiple page scanning functions allow you to scan quickly and effi- 
ciently. Capture any printed source without having to retype it and use the 
bundled OCR software to make any changes. 


You can also use the Diamond Page 630 as a substitute fax machine or 
copier. With the included file management software, you can quickly begin 
faxing letters with your favourite fax software or directly copying maga- 
zine and newspaper articles to your printer. 


Your days of bulky paper storage and scurrying from one machine to the 
next are over with the Page 630 scanner plus Modem package from 


Diamond ... the office automation experts. 





(LIMES IN SYDNEY CALL (02) 667-4068 





COUNTRY AND INTERSTATE CALL 1-800-65- 3278 








borne killer 


stephen O’Brien has seen the Gate to The Road Ahead. 





y all accounts, Microsoft 
,have won the application 
war. They dominate the 
office apps industry on every major 
front. Lotus, for instance, used to 
rule the spreadsheet roost. In their 
glory days 1,2,3 was the world’s 
most popular spreadsheet. 

However, it now plays a very sec- 
ond fiddle to Microsoft Excel. 

Oh, sure, Lotus is doing okay. In 
fact, their updated SmartSuite 96 for 
Windows 95 is superior to 
Microsoft’s Office in many respects, 
but their total marketshare is a very 
different story. Their best pickings 
are little more than the crumbs that 
spill from Microsoft’s profit fest. 

Novell Office, previously Borland 
Office — an uneasy conglomera- 
tion of WordPerfect, Borland and 
something no-one else quite wanted 
to put their finger on — has ended 
up in what can most optimistically 
be described as a dark purgatory, 
taking the world’s one-time best- 
selling word processor with it. 

When Novell purchased Word- 
Perfect for nigh on a billion US dol- 
lars a couple of years ago, it looked 
like they had the potential to pre- 
sent Microsoft with some very seri- 
ous competition. 

Today their entire applications 
division is up for sale at a bargain 
basement price. They, too, have lost 
the war. 
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that 
have more to do with marketing 


Meanwhile, for reasons 
savvy and aggressive pricing than 
product worth, sales of Microsoft 
Office are prodigious. For profes- 
sionals, Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Access have become the only 
real choice. The presentation 
package, PowerPoint, lags behind 
what is still some quite potent 
competition, but graphics never 
were Microsoft’s strong point. 
However, you can be assured that 
Corel and Adobe are not exactly 
sitting pretty. 

This is not a very heartening pic- 
ture. After all, it is chiefly competi- 
tion, not the prices surveillance 
authority, that ensures the con- 
sumer gets a fair deal. If there is no 
competition, Bill Gates’ dream of 
becoming the world’s only software 
producer starts to look like every 
user’s nightmare. 


The future 
So what does the future hold? 

As far as traditional applications 
go, Microsoft is it. You can be fair- 
ly certain that, if you want to get 
the latest and greatest word proces- 
sor, spreadsheet or database, it'll 
have Microsoft’s logo on it. 

However, the good news 1s that 
even though Microsoft appear to 
have won the application war, 
they’re only just catching on to 


the fact that theirs isn’t the only 
war in town. 

On the networking front, things 
are hotter than ever, and I’m not 
just talking Netscape. 

For instance, a few months ago 
there appeared in this column an 
article on the Tuplesphere. This 
conglomeration of computing 
power promises a world where 
everyone’s personal computer is 
simple a cog in one giant, parallel 
processing machine. 

The Tupleshere is really only a 
method of distributing a resource. 
In many instances this is thought of 
as hardware, but software is a 
resource just like any other, and it, 
too, can be quite happily shot 
around such a network. 

The implications of this shake the 
entire foundation of software distri- 
bution as we know it. For instance, 
if you want to use a word processor 
hooked 
Tuplesphere, you’ll simply select a 
hypertext link on the desktop (or 
do it with whatever ‘point and 
click’ metaphor is currently vogue) 
and the word processor server will 


and you’re pike) (ive 


instantaneously send a copy of itself 
across the network and lodge it in 
your computer. 

At this point a timed billing sys- 
tem will kick in, or you might pay a 
one-off fee to use that chunk of 
software for the entire day, much as 


pay per view movies work in hotels. 

If you then decide that you also 
need a fancy formatting agent or 
spelling checker, those components 
will also zap across the network and 
appear in your computer, adding a 
line to the tab as they go. 

These components won’t be lim- 
ited to the party that created the 
original software. If you’re after a 
spelling checker that understands 
one of the less common Tibetan 
dialects, you might choose to use a 
spelling component that was creat- 
ed by a third party. This concept is 
little different to the plug-ins that 
are currently produced by third 
parties for such products as Quark 
Xpress, Adobe Pagemaker and 
Adobe Photoshop. The only dif- 
ference is that you'll be able to 
shop for software components 
that work with almost every major 
application. 


Software distribution 

This style of software distribution 
and charging will affect software 
publishers in a number of ways. 

For one, it means that there is still 
room for the small-scale publisher. 
If they make a great product and 
price it right, they can be assured 
plenty of people will use it. By these 
terms that might mean they receive 
as little as five cents for someone to 
run the spelling checker through a 
document, and maybe a dollar or 
two daily rental on the word 
processor code. 

Best of all, when you, the user, don’t 
need those components, you won’t 
have to pay for them. That instantly 
kills the idea of paying $800 upfront 
for a word processor. Instead, you'll 
find the relatively minor rental on 
using the software added to your 
monthly communication bill. And in 
the same way that the current 


LEGACY 
still needs your help 


HOW DO YOU STOP BAD DEBTORS COSTING YOU MONEY? 





telecommunication carriers throw in 
special weekend rates and the like, 
you'll be able to avail yourself of the 
same offers with software. 

If this sounds like a pretty good 
computing future, you’re right, and 
developments like the distributed 
Java language from 
Microsystems are exactly what it’s 
all about. Just download the code 
and when it’s done, it disappears. 


Sun 


For Microsoft, this blows open 
their plans to play sole supplier to 
the software industry. There'll be 
room for players big and small, and 
while Bill will, undoubtedly, contin- 
ue to bill, so will lots of other devel- 
opers. If so, then The Road Ahead 
is not dependent on what happens 
at One Microsoft Way, Redmond 
after all. 

In other words, the war won’t be 
won Microsoft’s way. Thank the 
tuples for that! 


Please send 
donations 


to your 
nearest 


Legacy office. 


DEBTPAK THEM. 


TAKE CONTROL OF YOU BAD DEBTS 

DEBTPAK is THE complete debtor management software system, which 
includes a comprehensive training manual, telephone support, initial train- 
ing and FREE LEGAL ADVICE. 

With debtpak you will be able to confidently collect your outstanding 
accounts faster AND slash your debt collection expenses, 


RUN COURT ACTIONS FROM YOUR COMPUTER 

The program is “intelligent” software, and is able to convert simple entries 
made in a user friendly windows™ environment into all forms of letters need- 
ed for effective credit collection management - from friendly reminders to the 
documents for obtaining and enforcing Court Judgements. 








DEBTPAK - “Your Computer” Certificate of Merit Winner, 





1995 Brisbane Computer Expo. 


DEBTPAK'’s exclusive “Things To Do Today" Function will monitor your files, let 
you know when a step is due, and allows you to take it automatically. 

HOW MUCH CAN DEBTPAK SAVE YOU? 

DEBTPAK cost only $495.00 - less than $10.00 per week over one 
year.Compare this to your current costs of collection fees, writing debts 
off, and interest paid on your overdraft ta carry late payers. 


CALL US TODAY ON 1 800 673 467 FOR 
oablge Ss FREE ely INFORMATION KIT, 
ig : - WHICH CONTAINS 
A DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM. 





BUSINESS sYSTEM: pry HY ETD 


ACN 068 861 852 
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Save me from zealots, evangelists, and from others who 


see their chosen computer as a religion and not as a tool, 


says John Hepworth. 


ave me from one-eyed sales 

staff who try to push the 

product that has the highest 
margin. Save me from PR people 
who shove anything from their 
client, down my throat. Save me 
from the computer language Nazis 
who believe there is only one way to 
program, and only one computer 
language worth using. 

Computing has always had people 
in all of these categories of pests. 
When there were dozens of compet- 
ing micro computer architectures 
there were some people that could 
wax lyrically about a particular sub- 
species of CPM machine, about a 
Sorcerer, even about their TRS-80 or 
Commodore 64. They really believed 
that their choice was the best, and 
tried to convince all and sundry to 
join them. These days it seems to 
have condensed to just two main 
camps — Mac and Wintel, with Mac 
types professing that anything from 
Intel or Microsoft is evil, and some 
Wintel types suggesting that the Mac 
1S a toy. 

Some people really believe that 
their chosen computer language is 
by far the best, and should be used 
by everyone. I can understand this 
— they have invested a huge 
amount of time in learning the lan- 
guage, becoming skilled and quick 
at coding in it, and want to get the 
financial and other benefits from 
being a leader in their particular 
kell, Weve’ heeyinenes (Co - (Cep se. 
Basic, Visual 
SmallTalk, or any of the other com- 
puter languages. Good programs 


Basie. basealk 
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come from the skill of the program- 
mer. Choosing a tool does not auto- 
matically create good programs. 

Individual users and programmers 
are prone to these sorts of religious 
decisions about hardware, software, 
and languages. They make the mis- 
take of rationalising a past pragmatic 
decision into a religious experience 
and are unable to see that there may 
be a better way, or even that there are 
valid alternative solutions that meet 
the needs of other people. 

Big companies also make these sorts 
of mistakes too, but this is more 
understandable. Once a company has 
selected a hardware platform, operat- 
ing system, and software, it’s expen- 
sive to change course, and very 
expensive to retrain all the end users. 


Computer is a tool 
How do we get over these problems, 
how do we change our way of think- 
ing? Start with recognising that a 
computer is a tool, and not an end in 
itself. A computer language is also a 
tool. Then remember the old saying 
— if the only tool you have is a ham- 
mer, every problem looks like a nail. 
I challenge you to look at your cho- 
sen computer platform, operating 
system, languages, word processors, 
and other hardware and software 
tools. Look at what you do with 
them — for personal use or in course 
of your business and employment. 
Analyse those tasks, and consider the 
outputs you are trying to achieve. 
Identify the problems you need to 
solve with a computer. Look at out- 
comes, at what you need to get from 


your computer, and what you need 
to deliver to your customer. Look at 
the tools already on hand, at the 
computer, printer, operating system, 
and software. What items are slow- 
ing you down, and costing you time? 
What is the cost of upgrading? What 
are the time and financial benefits to 
you and your customer. 


Look unblinkered 

Then look unblinkered at the alter- 
natives. For the things you are using, 
and the alternatives, list the positives 
and negatives. Often you will find 
that the cost of changing from one 
system to another is prohibitive. But 
you will, from time to time, find 
software, hardware, even a way or 
working, that will revolutionise the 
way you work, cut the time you must 
spend to create that output, make 
you more money, give your client 
better service, or even give more 
than one of these benefits. Then it’s 
time to jump in, make the invest- 
ment and reap the rewards. You may 
find that it’s time to add a Mac toa 
Wintel office, a Windows machine to 
a Unix site, or a Windows machine 
to a Mace site. 

Don’t reject alternative computer 
types out of hand. Religion belongs 
in the church, temple, or other places 
of worship, and as part of real life 
where people worship their deity. 
Worship a computer architecture and 
you'll find it a false idol. Keep your 
eyes and options open. What is the 
best for you today won’t be the best 


forever — and only you can know 
when to change. 





Trev's Tirade 


You and | have had to pay through the nose for years for the 


Telstra infra-structure — it’s about time we reaped some reward, 


reckons Trevor Sheffield. 


irtual Reality — golly, I wish I 
V knew those words in the ‘60s. 

In the later part of that fabu- 
lous decade J had a part in a televi- 
sion repair business. Our chief 
technician was a curious fellow — he 
claimed to be able to fix any fault by 
going into the set through the plug. 
He then simply followed the elec- 
trons through the valves (funny 
things that lit up) and other compo- 
nents until he found the blockage or 
break. You would think that this 
would be hot work but no, our tech- 
nician insisted it was all pretty cool. 

Ollie (my partner) and I often sug- 
gested that our technical genius par- 
took of illegal substances but I now 
see that he was before his time. He 
was a whiz at fixing television sets 
and, had he said that he used 
Virtual Reality we probably would 
have still thought that he was on 
something stronger than tea (but 
rhyming with it). Yet just today | 
saw an advertisement on TV sug- 
gesting that I could follow the path 
of an electronic banking transaction 
— using Virtual Reality. 

Is this a case of ‘back to the 
future’. I wonder if the path will be 
fraught with danger. Do we need 
Virtual Reality? Do we want it? The 
answers don’t matter, commercial 
interests will see that it is available 
and we, because of our uncanny 
attraction to gadgetry, will dive in. 

The possibilities are endless. We 
could go on holiday without leaving 
our lounge room or climb Mount 
Everest from the comfort of our 
armchair. This could be a boon to 


the arthritic, the infirm, the disabled 
and those simply short of breath. 

It could certainly solve the holiday 
traffic jams and who would not like 
to be James Bond or Elle, depending 
on your preference, for a week or 
two. Would human interaction cease 
to exist? Would it cease to be neces- 
sary? One thing is certain, you will 
return to find a Telstra account in 
your mail box. 


Business rates 

By the time you read this every bul- 
letin board service in the country 
could be paying business rates, 
according to Telstra’s Master Plan. 
Telstra have determined that all bul- 
letin board systems are businesses 
because they provide information. 
Does that make sense to you? It 
doesn’t to me. Even our beloved 
Australian Taxation Office believes 
that a hobby is not a business unless 
it is making money. Of course, the 
ATO’s motives are somewhat dif- 
ferent to Telstra’s. 

One could be high minded and 
think that Telstra’s objectives are sim- 
ply to provide a better service — that 
is what they imply in their letter sent 
to bulletin board operators. 
However, I am inclined to think that 
the only thing that has changed about 
our old Telecom foe is the name — 
they are still trying to rip off anyone 
they can. The pickings are much 
leaner these days — Hail Optus! 

That is what it all comes back to — 
money. I could be cynical and say that 
this latest move is to fund the work 
that went on in my street (and many 


more like it) in recent weeks. It 
involved teams of men and machines 
from early morning for days, includ- 
ing the weekend, laying cable through 
existing conduits. I was informed, by 
a leaflet in my mailbox, that the work 
would not add any charges to my 
phone bill (whew) but would provide 
me with cable TV soon. 


| do NOT want cable TV 

I do NOT want cable TV. I DO 
want a good telephone service at a 
reasonable cost. Forget the mind- 
numbing connection charges, in 
most cases the cable is already in 
place and the on-going rental and 
call charges are surely worth some- 
thing. You and I have had to pay 
through the nose for years for the 
infra-structure — it’s about time we 
reaped some reward. 

But no. Telstra is committed to 
kicking your favourite bulletin 
board service to death. Most of 
these BBSs have years of accrued 
costs and those that charge (with an 
odd exception or two) are still not 
covering even their labour. What a 
pity Telstra do not adopt the old 
principle used by the BBS commu- 
nity, the upload-download ratio. 
Calls in to calls out, if the number 
of incoming calls exceeds the out- 
going calls then for every incoming 
call above the break-even point a 
bonus by way of, say, one cent per 
call is deducted from the BBS 
account. Ha! No way, most BBSs 
generate too many calls. 

Perhaps Telstra should think about 
geese and golden eggs ... 
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interactive entertainment with the 
first dedicated games catalogue 
specifically for Windows 95! 


Don’t miss out - from Activision. 


RAMWARE 
RAMWARE, (238 page colour 

catalogue, cost $6.95) Qld’s 

educational small business software & home 
computer specialists have quality 
programmes for DATAFLOW, ASHTON 
SCHOLASTIC, DATAWORKS, GREY GUM 
SOFTWARE, MICROSOFT, SIERRA and an 
extensive range of CD-ROM titles. 
Phone: (07) 3 856 4856 
Fax: 1800 077 797 


ZONE 


MULTIMEDIA 
Zone Multimedia for CD-ROM 
Software, Multimedia Kits, 
Virtual Reality Headsets & 
Computers. Range, Service & 
Price Unbeatable! 
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Phone: | 800 634 992 








LASERBAUD 


The best prices from Australia’s 
Largest CD-ROM Company. 
3000+ CD-ROMs with 
descriptions & the most 
innovative morsels of hardware. 
We're on the Internet! Instant 
access, check our web pages 

at: http://www.laserbaud.com.au” 





Step into the next generation of 































FOR YOUR HOME SHOPPING 





AUREOLE ELECTRONIC 
RESEARCH 


The odds of winning the big lotteries 
are really stacked against you. 

But you can use statistics and 
mathematical formulas to tip them 
back your way and give yourself 

a better chance. 


Direct Order Hotline: 1800 813 714 

Phone: (076) 96 8229 
! Fax: (076) 96 8230 
Available from Harvey Norman Stores 


MICROGRAM 
COMPUTERS 


Can't find what you want? Then try 
us first, especially for ‘unusual’ items. 
High-speed parallel and serial ports, 
industrial control cards, 

EPROM programmers, 

POS keyboards, barcode readers, 
video splitters and lot’s more. 


Phone: (043) 89 8444 
Fax: (043) 89 8388 


MEMORY BANKS 
PERSONAL TUTOR 

The easy way to prepare for tests and 
exams. Maths, Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics for Australian high school 
students. Complete courses written to 
syllabus to put on your home computer 
and improve your grades. All states 


Phone: (03) 9 770 1615 
Fax: (03) 9 770 1402 


MULTITASK 
CONSULTING 


We specialise in OS/2 software, 
education and consulting. For 
the latest in OS/2 applications, 
events and information, 

contact Multitask Consulting 


Phone: (02) 9 904 1988 
Fax: (02) 9 953 9401 


LOGUE MART 


SONVENIENCE, SEND FOR THESE INFORMATIVE CATALOGUES TODAY 








Y SOHO COMPUTER WE “R” COMPUTERS 
BUSINESS REPORTS DISK — A complete range of 


Hardware and software for 
small business, at a 
cost effective price. 

New & Interesting stock 
arriving from overseas 
every month. 





453) The Mona Vale New Media Business Success 
Catalogue disk provides product information 
and prices on how-to business books, book- 
lets, reports and a lot more. It also contains 
c COMPUTER &U : : 

REPORTS DISK six or more FREE computer business reports 


6 PROFTFABLE COMPLTER BLSINESS 


REPORTS AND MYNM BUSINESS _ that will be a must for people involved in 
pa es small home base business. 
$2.00 (postage & handling) 


44 Waratah Street, Mona Vale NSW 2103 


BRIGHTSPARK 

Our Super Catalogue of Shareware and 
CD-ROM is jam packed 

with great Software and games plus 


e ee aus i a] many other great bargains 
BRIGHT 


ensoremonr Phone: (09) 375 1178 





Phone: 070 558 OI | 
Fax: 070 557 104 








CATALOG for wholesalers & 
distributors 


Provide a PC based 

. product information and 
_ 

'-=, quote/order system for your 

customers. Includes retail 















ee ra , Fax: (09) 375 1668 EEE gf quantity range pricing, 
. renee tax, lot sizes, delivery costs, and much more. Creating quotes 
pa bee paces : j 1 ] j F i i 299 
semitialae hetp:/ ‘theeaomen arent and printing orders is simple and fast. System is only $ 





Ph: (03) 9817 3172 Fax: (03) 9614 7433 


GAMEMASTERS 


Australia’s Premier 





















~ SRS MULTIMEDIA | SRS MULTIMEDIA 


: HARDWARE & CDROM SOFTWARE CATALOGUE | 


ces SRS Multimedia specialises in PC System, | coal Specie lsts donde 
© Mtoe eb Upgrades, Multimedia Kits, Games & argest range In alee a 
Seem Educational Software, friendly service eae 
© Ups CD-ROM Software. 
Arts & good advice as well as 

Aino Avaliable: competitive prices. 

© GOROM Masten 

as Phone: (02) 9 905 6280 abo Ua eee 





1800 624 37| 
Adelaide Customers: 
Call (08) 377 0353 


EPSON’ Microsoft Ui 3 . Fax: (02) 9 905 5274 


CRE- “TIVE Lexmark eigugre 


i 
| 
| CREATIVE LARS 





THE SOFTWARE HOUSE 


The Software house Catalogue disk | 
ieee provides product information and 

tie || prices on thousands of Software titles | [] Soncsemsse = Say Hi! to our new Spring/Summer 
Ts in an easy to use online reference. See EES al _KoMPuTa KeYBoaRD KiDZ Catalogue. 
Every one of our new programs are 
researched, tried and tested to ensure 
| that we are offering you the very best 
4 programs available for IBMs and Macs. 


Ta Oe arse | KoMPuTa KeYBoaRD 
. fe} ~ricaeas swat Seca i KIDZ Catalogue 


Invaluable to anyone involved in the 
purchasing of computers and 
software. 
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Ph: (02) 305 186 FREE Catalogue 
Fax: (02) 365 6302 


Phone: (07) 3 831 7021 
rape (OW) tte Sl Oils 
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TTT HTL Ga CATALOGUE MART 


FOR YOUR HOME SHOPPING CONVENIENCE, 


SEND FOR THbsse 





LONGMAN AUSTRALIA 


Leader in the computer book market for over a decade, Sybex have 
an unchallenged reputation as 
publishers of quality books for all 
aspects and levels of computing. 
Information on their latest publica- 
tions and most popular releases is 
contained in their current cata- 
logue. Sybex books are distributed 
in Australia by Longman. 





Phone: (03) 9 697 0666 Fax: (03) 9 699 2041 





PRENTICE HALL AUST. 


Find the best information on the hottest 
software and emerging computer topics. 
With books from Que, New riders 
Publishing, Sams Publishing, Sams.net, 
Hayden Books, Adobe Press and 
BradyGAMES ail your technical 
information needs will be covered. 


iz Bs 
ComnvTen Boo 
Peorce Use 


Phone: (02) 9 939 1333 
Fax: (02) 9 905 7934 










SHARE SOFT AUSTRALIA 


One stop Shareware & 

CD shop! Shareware 

Sateccmiicinse oes from $2.25. Huge CD 

pibyec "Fes (9319434 6907. G18 Seal — 

Bete ete nese enn) oe ae OR Shareware 
LET oS PROVE 17 TO You 1° | % 

Catalogue 

on disk. 


SHARE alee add 1A 
ee Geecral [nforsetianm # 


eieT THIS CaTALic 
1 SHAREUAEE +? 


Bankcard Mastercard Uite wel coec 


= - — = Phone/fax 

_ — (03) 9434 6907 
Tick appropriate box 0411 413 567 
in coupon below 











INFORMATIVE CATALOGUES TODAY 


PD SOFTWARE 
SERVICES PTY LTD 


Software Catalogue containing 
hundreds of the latest CD's (from 
$8.95) and Shareware Programs 
(from $4), covering almost every cat- 
egory imaginable. Catalogue on 3!/2” 
disk $2 or printed $5. 


Ph: (03) 9729 9534 
Fax; (03) 9729 8103 


COMPUTER WAREWOLF 


Catalogue covers the latest in 
Entertainment, Business and 
Education. CD-ROM's 

and shareware. 

Free Catalogue on Disk 





DELIVERY 33 


_ ASK FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 
0 CREDIT CARDS OK 


Phone: (043) 431 571 
Fax: (043) 432 747 


PO Bev 631 WOY WOY XSW 2256 
sk Fel, HH3) 431571 or G15 907 637 
_ Fax. (643) 432747 


CUSTOM COMPUTER 


PRODUCTS 
5. gg Tye YOUR COMFORT & YOUR COMPUTER'S 
Sas Reliability will be dramatically improved with this 
range of quality Australian made computer 

accessory products. They include keyboard seals, 
anti-glare screen filters, carry bags, mouse mats 
(with printing), disk boxes, computer cleaning 
products, custom security, hardware protection, 
desk accessories plus many more. 


Free call: 1800 998 138 








Your Computer CATALOGUE MART 
P.O. Box 199 Alexandria NSW 2015. 





Please see that | receive the items ticked below, This cou.,:on ex, ires 2/3/96 





4 (1 Free 
|2 |) Free 
20 LI Free 


2 '_ Free 
10 (] Free 
I8C)$2 OR $5 19L] Free 


3: $6.95 
|| LJ Free 


| .] Free 
9 © $2.00 
[7 (_ Free 


Company Name 


7 (1 Free 
15 LJ Free 
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SICK OF THE NEVER ENDING NID . 1 oe 7 
oo “\\ a ND pO) ie Le 
SLOG, LOOKING ACROSS THE COUNTRY ¥is 
FOR DECENT HARDWARE AT A FAIR PRICE , wi A ve: A By id, 
—eeEEEEEE———————————— EE EE SSS aS Ee wok 6 Lae 
THAT COMES WITH SOLID TECHNICAL SUPPORT? 


End it all now! Call us today for a genuine deal. Mention this ad to gain our best 
specials, while they last! $20 prompt delivery/pack anywhere! Other services 
are new or used main boards, RAM, multimedia, modems, repairs and great 
systems and YES! all prices include tax (tax exempt order welcome) and we even 
take trade ins! Technical people on duty waiting to speak to you and offer 
optional prompt fixed rate ($40) installations. Call and put credit card to work! 


Visa, Bankcard, Mastercard, AMEX, EFTPOS! 
Bring your best price and see! In the unlikely case we’re not already 
cheaper, in most cases we'll meet and better the deal anyway! Try us and see! 


—aere} NEW AND USED | 


‘+ HARD DRIVES + WHOLE SYSTEMS 

4 MOTHER BOARDS & CPUS + NETWORKING 

+ MEMORY & MODEMS  CD-ROMS & KITS 

& DISKETTES AND MICE « FLOPPY DRIVES 

+ MONITORS & Copy HOLDERS + KEYBOARDS 

+ Josticks & YOKES +> VGA AND I1O/HDD CARDS 

+ CABLES & COMPONENTS «+ SOUND CARDS & SPEAKERS 


+ PRINTERS & SWITCHBOXES * SOUND CARDS 


what 


Computer Systems 


Shop 1, 34 Main North Road Smithfield S.A. 5114 











Telephone: (08) 284 0755 Fax: (08) 254 8606 Free 28.8k bbs: (08) 284 0754 











MEMORY « DRIVES * MODEMS | 


P | (Ingl. Tax 
1MBx9 - 70ns Simm $60 
1MBx9 - 80ns Simm $45 | 


SIMM (all 70ns) (Party / No Party} 
4MB 30PIN-70 $210 $196 
4MB 72PIN-70 $203 $174 
BMB 72PIN-70 $412 $344 
16MB 72PIN-70 $781 $672 
32MB 72PIN-70 $1635 $1428 
EDO SIMMS 

(1MBx32)-70NS $201 

(2MBx32}-70NS $397 


P’BOOK $435 
VIDEO MEMORY 
256KX16 — 70NS (SOJ) $30 
256KX16  70NS (ZIP) $57 


CO-PROCESSORS 

80367SX/DX to 4OMRZ $90 
LASER PRINTER MEMORY 

HP 2MB UPGRADE $156 
COMPAQ 

BMB CONTURA $445 
TOSHIBA PORTEGE/SATELITE 

8MB /16MB $650 / $1200 
DRIVES SEAGATE 

850MB EIDE 11MS 3yr $308 
1052MB EIDE 10.5MS 3yr 

2150MB SCSI 9MS Syr 

MODEMS (Includes Sales Tax) 
44400 BANKSIA 5yr Wty 

44400 SPIRIT 2yr Wty 

28800 BANKSIA V.FC 

28800 SPIRIT V.34/V.FC 

Phone for other products not listed 


EX TAX PRICING AS AT DECEMBER 1995 
Sales Tax 22% O/Night Delivery $8. Ring for latest Prices. 
Credit Cards Welcome. We also bu and Trade-in 


D Tel: (02) 9 980 6988 Fax: (02) 9 980 6991 
i E LHAM Shop 6, 2 Hil crest Rd. Pennant Hills, NSW 2120 


COMPUTER TRAINING & 
at at af =f ed) Ol mn O15 1,4 -1010) E> 


‘Word for Windows 6.0 - 


Easy Find Handbook 
PageMaker 5.0 The Practical Way - 
Beginners $25.00* 
Advanced $30.00* 
Easy Workbook Guides for: 
DOS 6.22 $12.00* 
Windows 3.11 $15.00* 


Word for Windows 6.0 $20.00* 
Publisher for Windows 2.0 $20.00* 


$22.50* 


*Plus P & P as follows: | book = $8.00 
2-3 books = $10.00; 4 or more books = $12.00 
Available from: Merle T Kennedy 
PO Box 1289, GRAFTON NSW 2460 
Phone/Fax: (066) 44 7760 





VIN -amlacre a viepla. i 


THE BEST MODEMS AT THE LOWEST PRICES 


*V.34 28,800 EXTERNAL *AUSTEL APPROVED * ROCKWELL CHIPSETT * LEASED LINE 
e HAYES AUTOSYNCG *ASYNC & SYNC eMNP 2-5 V.42 & V.42BiIS * 14,400BPS FAX 


GROUP 3 CLASS ji &2 * 100% HAYES COMPATIBLE -NO SHORT CUTS 
«FALLS BACK & FALLS FORWARD *5 YEARS WARRANTY. 


WE OFFER A 14 DAY CORPORATE EVALUATION! BUYING 1 TO 100 MODEMS? 
YOU MUST TRY THIS. 


SWANN COMPUTERS SPECIAL 





V.34- ONLY $399 
NETCOMM M34F $595 (LIMITED STOCK) 
PCMCIA 28.8 CARD MODEMS 


BRING IN YOUR COMPUTER OR NOTEBOOK FOR AN INSTALLATION 










NETCOMM 


MAESTRO 


——=_ 
—— 
= 
= 





ROADSTER 28.8 V.34 $480 
E7F V.32BIs 14.4K $295 
ENTERNET KIT & E7F $310 

INMODEM V.34 $450 

POCKET ROCKET E7F $499 


V.34 EXTERNAL $475 











HAYES OPTIMA [If 
V.34 
$795 - You Pay $595 


28.8 V.34 PCMCIA 
NETCOMM & BANKSIA 


Swann Computers 


Australia’s Modem Specialists... and More 


BANKSIA 
MYFAST V.34 $495 
PCMCIAV.34 $575 

PCMCIAV.32Bis $435 
AVTEK 
CD740V.34 $475 
HAYES 
ACCURA V.34 $475 


Tel: 03 9827 4200 
Fax: 03 827 4244 


CALL THE MODEM EXPERTS 1-8000-MODEMS (1-800-066 336) 


| NEW Release for Gardeners 











Growit Gold 
Works for Windows 


® 18 Enormous databases, 1000's plants 
¢ 12MB databases, graphics and files 
¢ Landscape plan and design module 
¢ Multi Function online Diary module 
Growit Gold Works $130 with printed manual 
Growit versions for DOS or Windows from §39.95 


ASK FOR FREE DEMONSTRATION DISK 


BANKCARD - MASTERCARD - VISA 


INNOVATIVE THINKING SOFTWARE 
P.O. Box 47, Lawson, NSW 2783 
Tel/Fax (047) 592 145 24 hours 
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“A CD-Recorder for under TWO GRAND...I'Il like to see that!" 


--=, The NERO fiddles while the ROM burns! 
=| | Use the NERO CD-R 1002 to record CD Audio or 
- | 650MB of computer data, programs and 
: at =}, multimedia files onto CD discs. Blank CD's =$12! 

-— SCSI-2 Double spin recording: 342 KB/sec; 
1MB Buffer; inc Adaptec SCSI Host Adapter 


Australia's: ST co WeGonder Offer JUST got better! 
Now all NERO's come with the Complete Multiplatform Incat Suite inc: Easy-CD Pro MM/4X for Windows 3.1, Easy 
cD 95 for Windows 95 & NT, plus Apple MAC version, Easy-CD BackUp 1.2 & CD Workshop 2.0 for Win 3.1. 





CD-R 1002 Internal with controller, cables, Complete Incat Suite & 5 Blanks CD-R ......sce0 $1999 
CD-R 1002 External with controller, cables, Complete Incat Suite & 5 Blanks CD-R............ $2199 





QUAD-Spin Recorder ALSO AVAILABLE with controller, cables, eee Suite & 5 CD-R....00 $4799 










EW Panasonic Quad SpinCD Drives wt 


IS R4PC3 Compatible! HOT Price! £2 
180ms acc, 600KB/s DTR, 256KB Butter “2% 


pee 51. BSEP 
* JOOMB 83. 






, Faralle/ er = 
laserBaud = 


ranster your bata 




























16-Bit Sound * / 
anasonic G £; LA 
Card ACD) soy item Fostibs 5h Aes Int Te oe $75 per CD or 
ae Tl! CaserBau -A-Dr 
toad at these specs: |!" Cacyiess with SOOKES DTA ‘ep 349 Div € 1960p 399 DPS, \rom $1,350a 






Rapid! LaserBaud OCT-A-Drive 
IDE, Caddyless with 1200KB/s DTR 





16 Bit Sterec YES YES 
Sampling Rate | 44kHz | 48kHz 
CD Intarfaces| 1 or3 | FOUR! 
IDE CO interfac No YES! 
Software install NO YESH 


Cotuae | erarbe yee Double Spin, Sound Blaster compatible& 993 
Retail Price |from$199 $99 | 320ms, 3OOKB/s DTR, 64KB Buffer 


SCCCCCHCCCCSCSC HCCC OOF OSES OSS HOOSSOOOOKEH EHH SH HEHE OCGSeGH RSE OSS OS 






mp 649 







Comprehensive 2 CD-Fom Set Only 
At last, an affordable up-to-date 
authoritative encyclopedia for ALL! G39 










* AMAZING INNOVATION! Automatically detects if it's a CD or the 650MB Read/Write Optical Disc. Cartridges ONLY $99ea 


S8®OetrpOCeCCeCHEO BOBO RB CREB BG Beeoseeeeeeeoseeseeeeeeeee 8 8 (adic gay lel nly ce a the 


25) Make your PC a 
}2MB VRAM $799 


ae 3. 3 = ya 4B VRAM $1099 


(30 Y Multimedia Accelerator for PCI based Computers & Win 95! 
see neal oe pclae ay ut pleat Speen ee 
=. Wavetable Audio, Digital Joystick Por x Sega Ports 
pee cee Inc: Virtua Fighter Remix, Nascar, Descent: Destination Saturn! See our range of over 


on: Da fona a USA Virtua Cop, Panzer Dragoon & more 2000 CD-Rom titles and 


4“ FREE Internet Software| %6€ “ottest in Multimedia 


Broadcast video on the netorvideo-| ffardware. You will find us 
conference with the Amazing 
on the at.. 


| QuickCam. Simply plugs into your 
a parallel port. Captures frames or 

www. laserbaud. com.au | 

“TIAAEX 





Introductory Offer! 
1MB DRAM $499 


Your Online M Gamay bigidine, t 
2MB DRAM $599 


Come & Play! View our 
new onliné magazine in 













Double-Spin SCSI-Il External CD Drive for PC/MAC fi 
Cure for those anne CD swaps. No messy cartridge! 
Fast 2.5 sec swap! “That's less than $65 per Drivel!!!’ [iq 























video with sound at 24 tps. 
it 0) NORE SO] Wa ad 


7.50oJeusel Cases from 30¢ 
© @y--. CALL FOR YOURT 


48-PaGeE ( ) 


1000's of CD-Roms: 


49 Ramsden Street, Clifton Hill, Victoria 3068 7. 


th ted ae ee a 
Email: sales@laserbaud.com.au Internet: http://www.laserbaud,com.au 2 eres |As seen on your Wings CD! 


Aust. Mammals CD 





Tra 
Goble Quest 3cD $49 Under a porciling M Moan 
Fidsrno 7 US Navy Fighters 
Inhertt the Earth $65 | Voyeur 
jron Assault a9 to tear 2 
King’s Quest Anth $79 W ia Loessap eer 
Kings Quest VII $65 x ra e€ 
ce Suit Larry 6 oo & 
Sim Town $79 ak ole $45 ; AD&D Dark Sun 
AD.AM.CD §75 | Little Monster at Sch CDS62 Myst $99 AD&D Al Qadim 
Arthurs B'day CD $62 | Red Shift CD §95 ascar $69 | ADED Unlimited Ad 
Ruil’s Bone CD §79 | Aladdin 


urs Teach CD 562 $62 
Aust. Fresh Wat Fish CD $35 Plans Fahad css oo =o Pani. = sis Ppl ee 
Aust.Frog& KeptCD $66 ; oclence Agven Operation nt at Beneath St Steel Sky 


373 Aces of the Deep g69 | Panzer General $79 : Betrayal at Krondor 


Aus Phone DicCD $69 |AcetOverEurgpe «$79 |PGAGolf Tour 496 ‘$72 okie Snr 
Aust. Barrier Reef CD $67/ Aloneinthe Dark itl $75 | Rebel Avtanht 5¢3 | Civillsation 
Body Adventure CD $5 S74 Relentless $75  Colonlsation 
Body Works CD $75 } Battie Iste II S75 |b, negade 74, Curse of Enchantla 
Carmen SantiagoliCD $75 } Colonlsation $75 Tears, City Enban ced $77) Cyber Race 
DK My tst Incred Dict $63 | Cyber War $67 | cim cme! $79 | Dragonsphere 
DK Stowaway $63 | Dark Forces $71 | cim Town $79 a Scroll Arena 
Ultimate Hum Body $89 | Doom HCD/3.5 $59 | Simon Sorcerer $99 | FIFA Int’ Soccer 
The Way Things Work $94! Dragon Lore $69 | Sear Reach $75 pllge 2 Simulator MS 
E Trekzs Poe peat nt Knight 
Harry & Haunted House Earth Slege System Shock $79 
Interact Periodic. Thte CDS67 | Ecstacta $77 | TFX $3 Harpoon It 
oars. Grandma &Me CD at FIFA Soccer $75 The a of Robots $68 j Iron C 

Fighter Full Throttle $75 | Theme $69) Kareargur s Gambit 


$75) Lord of Realm $77 8 

emer Peachtree Accounting 

$75 Pacific Air War 1942 $78 . , ; ’ 

en real — ‘A world leader in small business 
Sim City 2000 $79 ‘ 

$9 Sit Tower 9 Windows total package $499 

Seu wace Siinelater 73, | * GENERAL LEDGER * JOB COST 

s0a cede 3) 6 | * INVOICING / QUOTES *FORM DESIGN 

SoTiwviog Com. Acad | | * CREDITORS/P.ORDERS * PAYROLL 

Sx Wing 3] | * INVENTORY * MULTI-USER 

$79 Zool 2 $49 


* ACCOUNT REC | 8) 0 el Se 
Plus a staggering series of Management 
reports & analysis features 


Peachtree Accounting Australia 


18 Martens Place, Brookfield, Qid 4069. 
$73 CoE ean bo ceet Also Ph (07) 3374 0239 Fax (07) 3374 0254 
$69 baccepted Shop by Phone, fax 


$43 Melbourne Office: (03) 9735 4820 


$85 RESELLER ENQuiRnies WELCOME 


$75 aaa More Titles in Stock 
S490 Mew Tithes Arrive Every 
$39 eck 

rt Systems & Upgrades - Call 
47 Multimedia Kits from $240 


$79 ¢ Prices inchide Sales Tax - 
$790 Subject to Change - Ca f 
$69 Delivery fs Extra - Credit Cards 
$69 § Welcome 





HEWLETT 





ComDax Dirac 


SYDNEY 294 Victoria Rd Gladesville NSW 2111 — Tel: (02) 817-2399 Fax: (02) 879-4163 
BRISBANE 5/904 Stanley St East Brisbane Qld 4169 Tel: (07) 217-3004 Fax (07) 217-3065 


P 





PACKARD 


<,yie.h Laser Specials 


OL810e 8ppm, 600 x 1200 dpi 
20 seconds to first page. $1455 inc tax. 
OL 1200 12ppm, 600 dpi 
11 seconds first page. $2285 inc tax. 


YO Ba 


AUTO ROADSTER v34 28800 8 BIT FAX & MODEM 
SMARTMODEM M34F v34 SMARTMODEM 28800 16 BIT FAX & MODEM 
XSTREAMA 34 28800 8 BIT FAX, MODEM & INTERNET 


EX, 

$398 
$495 
$308 





G® MOTOROLA sah 
LIFESTYLE v34 28800 24 BIT FAX, MODEM & INTERNET $390 $448 


WESTERN DIGITAL 
HARD DRIVES i 


$252 
MODE 4 FAST ENHANCED IDE- 3 YEAR WRTY $299 
MODE 4 FAST ENHANCED IDE- 3 YEAR WRTY $478 


\ 
$307 
$365 


sd 800 M/B MODE 3 FAST ENHANCED IDE - 3 YEAR WRIY 


CAVIAR 1G 
CAVIAR 1.6 G 





se | 


| COMDEX AWARDED HP’s : Tech Pacific’s 
FASTEST GROWING RESELLER FEB - JULY 1995 


EX INC 
PORTABLE 340 (COLOUR UPGRADABLE) 600 chi $365 $446 
DESKJET400 §=§= (COLOUR UPGRADABLE) $276 $337 
DESKJET 600 © (COLOUR UPGRADABLE) 600 dpi $433 $529 
DESKJET 660 FAST - Colour - 600 x 600 dpi $565 $690 
DESKJET 850 = SUPERFAST 7ppm 600 x 600 dpi $712 $868 
LASER 51 Pcl 5 - 600 dpi - 4opm $681 $831 
LASER 5P Pcl 5 - 600 dpi - 6ppm $1199 $1463 
LASER 5MP Postscript - MAC - 600 doi - ppm $1358 $1657 
LASER 4 PLUS — Pcl5-600dpi- 12pm $2188 $2670 
LASER 4M PLUS Postscript - 6m/b - 600 dpi 12ppm - network $2671 $3259 
LASER 4V(A3} = Pcl 5 - 600 dpl - 16ppm - 4m/b $2867 $3498 
LASER 4MV (A3} Postscript - {2m/b - 600 dpi - {ppm - network $4066 $4960 
SCANJET 45 Grey Scale STBA = STBA 
SCANJET4C —_——Flat Bed Scanner - 2400 DPI - with OCR $1312 $1601 
OFFICEJET LX  FAX-PRINTER- SCANNER ALL IN ONE! $1131 $1380 


SS Seagate 


SEAGATE 540MW/B = MODE 3 FAST ENHANCED IDE -3 YEAR WRTY 
SEAGATE 1080 W/B_ = MODE 3 FAST ENHANCED IDE -3 YEAR WRTY 
SEAGATE 12080 WB = MODE 3 FAST ENHANCED IDE -3 YEAR WRTY 


$210 
$310 
$341 


PRICES EFFECTIVE FROM 19/09/95 ARE BASED ON SYDNEY PICK-UP. PAYMENT BY CASH OR 
CHEQUE ON OF BEFORE DELIVERY ONLY! AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 


$256 
$378 
$417 
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Systems 

486DX2-66 IBM 
486DX4-75 Intel 
486DX4-100 AMD 
486DX4-120 AMD 
486DX4-100 Intel 

Pent 75 PCI with 8 mb RAM 
Pent 90 PCI with 8 mb RAM 
Pent100 PCI with 8 mb RAM 
Penti20 PCI with 8 mb RAM 
Pent133 PCI with 8 mb RAM 


Systems include :- 


4 meg ram,540h/d,] meg PCI video 


hi-speed PCI L.0., SVGA monitor 
key/board, mini tower or d/top case 
1 yr warranty 


Motherboards 

486 Vesa to dx4-100 

486 PCI h/speed IDE, 16550's 
Pent Intel h/speed IDE, 16550,s 


CPU,S 

486SX 

486DX2-66 IBM 
486DX4-75 Intel O/drive 
486DX4-100 IBM 
486DX4-100 AMD 
486DN4-120 AMD 
486DX4-100 Intel O/drive 
Pentium 75 

Pentium 90 

Pentium 100 

Pentium 120 

Pentium 133 


Hard Drives 

540 mb 

635 mb Western Dig. 
850 mb 

850 mb Western Dig. 
l gig 

1.2 gig 

1.2 gig Western Dig. 
1.6 gig Western Dig. 


Memory 

30 pin 1 mb SIM 

30 pin 4 mb SIM 

72 pin 4 mb SIM 

72 pin 8 mb SIM 

72 pin 8 mb SIM double sided 
72 pin 16 mb SIM 

Parity 72 pin Extra 


Multi Media 

Kit 16bit s/card & 4X drive +* 
Kit 16bit s/card & 2% drive +* 
16 S/card & 4speed CD Drive 
16 S/card & 2speed CD Drive 
16 AWE card 

CD 2 speed drive 

CD 4 speed drive 

CD 6 speed drive 

16bit S/b Card Creative 

16bit S/card 

Speakers deluxe 

Speakers Amplified 






$1,163 
$1,243 
$1,239 
$1,283 
DleZzoS 
$1,541 
$1,625 
51,655 
$1,851 
2,055 


$104 
$139 
$239 


559 

$69 
$149 
oiz2 
5145 
$189 
$159 
$285 
$369 
$399 
$595 
$799 


$245 
D299 
yee) 
$309 
$327 
$399 
$459 
5599 


$56 
$195 
$185 
$339 
$349 
$649 

$22 


$399 
Solo 
$319 
SZ 5 
$345 
$104 
$237 
$425 
$115 
$99 

$17 

$29 


Prices are retail and include sales tax 


Goods sent COD 


Printers 

NEC P1200 b/w 24 pin 
Epson Stylus 820 
Epson Color 

Epson Color IIS 

Epson Color J] 

Epson Color Pro A4 
Epson Color Pro A3 
Epson Laser 3000 

HP dj400 

HP dj600c 

HP 600 + 400 color kit 
HP dj660c 

HP dj&50c 

HP 5L Laser 

HP 5P Laser 

HP Office Jet Fax/scan/print 
Cannon bj30 

Cannon byjc70 

Cannon bjc4000 
Cannon bjc600 
Cannon bj200ex 
Cannon bj230 


Monitors 

14" SVGA .28 low rad. 

14" SVGA .28 N/I low rad. 

15" Digital Display 

15" NEC clone Onscreen Display 
17" Digital NGA 

20" Digital NGA 


CD,s 

1942 Across the Rhine 

7th Guest 

Aces of the Deep 

Aces over the Pacific 

Aegis Guardian of the Fleet 
Animais (San Diego Zoo) 
Apache Longbow 

Asthur teacher trouble L’B 
Australian M-M_ Encyclopedia 
Bloodwings-Pumkin Head 
Blown Away 

Bodyland 

Bodyworks 4.0 

Business Clip Art 
Campaign 

Card Shop Plus 

Carmen Sandiego (world) 
Clip Art Heaven 

Clip Art Warehouse 
Commanche V's Werewolf 
Command & Conquer 
Complete Guide to Drugs 
Complete guide to IIness&Surgery 
Comptons Encyclopedia 95’ 
Corel Draw 5 

Corel Draw 6 

Critical Path 

Crusader: No Remorse 
Cyberrace 

Cyberwar 

D-Day Encyclopedia 

Dark Forces 

Dawn Patrol 

Day of the tentacle 

Descent 

Discworld 

Dr Ruth Encyc. of Sex 


$235 
$449 
5789 
5585 
5695 
$1,195 
$2,375 
$829 
$345 
$3495 
584 
$710 
$825 
$885 
$1,425 
$1,380 
$395 
$539 
$629 
$760 
$399 
$565 


$295 
5345 
5495 
$515 
$995 
$1,745 


$59 
$30 
$45 
$35 
$45 
$25 
$59 
$27 
579 
555 
$35 
$35 
$32 
$29 
$32 
$28 
$29 
$38 
$29 
559 
$65 
$55 
$55 
$39 
$325 
$455 
$33 
$59 
$29 
$69 
$30 
$60 
539 
doz 
55Z 
$50 
$25 


Dealer Enquiries welcome 
* M/Media kits include Encarta 95. Works. Golf, Money, Sampler. Dangerous creatures, Speakers, Scenes 


(056) 236485 
9am to 9pm 7 days 


CD,s 

Ecstatica 

Fade to Black 

Full Throttle 

FX Fighter 

Gabriel Knight 

Goblins 3 

Grand Prix 2 

Groliers Encyclopedia 95' 
Hard Day's Night 
H1-Octane 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlantis 
Indycar 

Infopedia 

Iron Assault 

Iron Helix 

Just grandma andme L/B 
Kings Quest 7 

Kings Quest Collection 
Legend Of Kryandia 3 
Leisure Suit Larry 6 

Lord of the Realms 

Lost Eden 

Lotus Smart Suite 3.0 

Lucas Arts Archives 

Mad Dog Mcree II 

Magic Carpet 2 

Man Enough (2 cd's) 
Mario's Early Years 

Mayo Clinic Family Doctor 
Mayo Clinic Pharmacist 
Mayo Sports & Fitness 
Mayo Total Heart 

Medical Dict. & family health 
MetalTech-Battledrone 
Monty Pythons waste of time 
Mosby's Medical Encyclopedia 
Ms Cinemania 95 

MS Dangerous Creatures 
MS Dinosaurs 

MS Encarta Encyclopedia 95' 
MS Explorapedia 

MS Golf 

MS Magic School Bus 

MS Money 

MS Musical Instruments 
MS Office Pro 95 (disks 3.5") 
Myst 

Nascar 

Need For Speed 

Pga Golf Invitational 96 
Phantasmogoria 

Pitfall (windows 95 ) 

Power Rangers 

Print Shop Deluxe Ensemble 
Prisoner of Ice 

Relentless 2 

Rise of the Triad 

Sam & Max Hit the Road 
Sim City Collection 

Simon the sorcerer 

Star Trek -Final Unity 

Star Wars Chess 

Street Fighter 2 Turbo 
Super Karts 

Terminal Velocity 

Under a Killing Moon 
Virtual Pool 

Warcraft 2 

Wing Commander 4 
Witchaven 

X-Com Terror of the Deep 





FAX 036 222086 
BBS 056 222087 


$21 
$59 
$60 
$75 
$35 
$41 
$59 
$25 
$33 
359 
$35 
$30 
$49 
$55 
$29 
$29 
$49 
$50 
$59 
$39 
$38 
$50 
$199 
$49 
$29 
$65 
$31 
$29 
$29 
$39 
$39 
$45 
$28 
$50 
$39 
$89 
$49 
$45 
$44 
$49 
$55 
$29 
$52 
$29 
$45 
$599 
$55 
$42 
$65 
$59 
$65 
$55 
$29 
$85 
$55 
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$45 
$40 
$65 
$55 
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o39 
$55 
$65 
$49 
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$59 
$59 
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486DX 


DX2-66 $1220 
DX2-80 $1230 
DX4-100 $1290 


4M Ram, 540M HDD 
1.44 FDD, 1MSVGA 


TU TEL: 716 7731 FAX: 799 5439 


——— ee 








NEVATEC COMPUTER 


PENTIUM | 


P5-75 $1990 
P5-90 $2120 
P5-100 $2190 
P5-120 $2320 
P5-133 $2490 


8M Ram, 1GB HDD 
1.44 FDD, iM SVGA 
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("I'm Sick of Putting Repeat 


Entries in My Diary!" 
Familiar? The answer: 
SkedEzy - Intelligent Windows Scheduler 


+ Type in dates/times/recurrence periods the way want to 
+ Perfect for once-only of recurring tasks at work o, home 

+ Schedule pop-up messages o; program runs (e.g. backups) 
+ Too many options/features to list here . . 


a P&P 
Genuine user comments: ES, 


"The best scheduler I've seen in a long time" 

*The is a terrific tool which | am now using daily . 
Thank you for this wonderful t tool" 

"Great ease of learning and usability are the main selling points 
and distinguishing points of SkedEzy within its class of software’ 





CIS: ieee Intemet: 100351.2443@com oT a .com 
PO Box 66, Rundle Mail SA 5000 Ph: (08) 3651060 


> Ig 





“% ‘Tets (o2) 238)3302, FaRA(O2) 


14, 400 tnt with voice rape vs) 
Lh bi Wide ree 5 hours Internet time) 
High speed 16550 Serial Port Card 






Affordable PC Networking 
Uses Serial, Parallel, Arcnet, Ethernet, Modems 


All prices include sale tax. Postage extra. 





GRANTRONIC 
PO BOX 275, WENTWORTHVILLE. 
NSW. 2145. Phone/Fax: (02) 631-1236 
Internet: lgrant@mpx.com.au 
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click here 
Computers = 


466 DX2/66 Computer 


$1,390 





























¥ 
¥ 
¥ 
® 
w 
7 | 
| FESA Local Bus Motherboard (PCI in Pentium's), 620 Mb Hard Drive, 4Mb of RAM, 
" i = (8 Mb in Pentium's}, 14° Super VGA Monitor, 101 Key Keyboard, 2 Serial, 1 Parrallel 
é | 
J =. . 2 —_ - ~ a ~ a 
————— —S—— —_ a. * 
r . 
i Hard Drives Controller Cards Modems scanners Notebooks kk 
c Pebo wit 8 Ors lalalcie Ned oye) VLB IDE VO2S,1P 1G $ 30 Avtek CD740 V.34 28.8 $ 450 Primax 800 DPI GS H/H$ 75 : 
etoeM iu em Orolalaicle $ 325 VLB IDE 1/0 16550 $ 40 Banksia MyFast 14.4 $ 345 Primax 16.7M Col H/H $295 Ls 
850 Mb Conner $ 385 Longshine E-IDE 16550 $ 69 Banksia Mypocket 14.4 $345 Primax Data Pen $175 
1.2 Gb Conner $ 465 i] area 01010 Me Ta @r- (70 | $ 45 Banksia Mypocket V.34 $ 495 Primax Col Mobile Pro $499 K 
; 1.08 Gb Conner SCSI-II $ 600 16550 Serial Card $ 35 Banksia PCMCIA 14.4 $415 Primax Parralel Colour $449 
| 630 Mb 12Ms WD $ 310 F-Vele10) (c1eam ho LO Bel Ore) $135 Banksia PCMCIA 28.8 $575 Primax Flatbed 120dpi $795 x 
850 Mb 12Ms WD $ 365 F Banksia Mobile Phone Cable $ 105 Creative soo pr! PageReader = 275 
1.2GBMb12MsWD $495 Video Cards Maestro V.FC 28.8 $365 Mustek PCMCIA $ 495 3 
| 1.6GB Mb 12Ms WD $ 750 1Mb Trident 9440 VLB +$ 125 Maestro V.34 28.8 $ 445 Mustek 24 Bit ColH/H $295 
270 Mb Syquest IDE $ 595 2Mb Tseng W32P VLB $379 Netcomm M7F V.32 $ 420 Mustek Page Scanner $359 
| 270 Mb Syquest Scsi $ 595 2Mb Stealth 64 VLB $ 435 Netcomm E34F V.34 $ 490 Mustek 600pc 1200prP: $795 
270 Mb SQ Cartridge $105 7 Netcomm M34F V.34 $570 Mustek 600llsp 4800p: $ 945 x 
HDD Mounting Kit $ 5 Tape Drives US-Robotics V.32 14.4 $260 Mustek 800sp 6400 or: $1195 
FI Dri Conner 420 Mb Int $ 315 USS a (elem@rellli(clm mer. $ 660 Mustek 1200sp 9600pe: $Call NEC VERSA 2000, 486DX4-75 ‘4 
_ Floppy Urives Conner 420 Mb Ext $575 US-Rob Sportster V.34 $445 8Mb Ram, TFT, 2x PCMCIA 
1.2 FDD $ 85 Conner 850 Mb Int $ 485 US-Rob PCMCIA 14.4 $495 UMAX S6 &Photoshop $1595 
1.4 FDD $ 60 Conner 850 Mb Ext $ 785 Xstreama 14.4 Int $ 149 UMAX T630 Scanner $ 950 350 Mb Hdd $4075 K 
1.4 Mounting Kit BO Conner 4Gb Tay $ 995 Xstreama 14.4 Ext $179 Photoshop 3.0LE Add $ 150 540 Mb Hdd $4450 
CPU'S Conner 4Gb Ext $1245 Xstreama 28.8 Int $ 310 Photoshop 3.0 FE Add §$ 300 720 Mb Hdd $4745 .¢ 
Sony 2Gb Tat $1745 Xstreama 28.8 Ext $375 PowerReader Add So 
Intel DX2/66 $ 220 x0) 8) M4 18) Ext $1945 Cases NEC VERSA 4000, Pentium 75 | x 
Intel DX4/100 $ 295 Sony 4Gb__ Int $1845 Internet S/W 10 Hrs Free$ 95 8Mb Ram, DSTN , 2x PCMCIA 
Intel Pentium 75 $ 365 Sony 4Gb Ext $1995 Carbon Copy 2.5 Win $245 Mini Tower Case 200w$ 65 | L< 
alez Pentium 90 $ 590 Multimedia Telix For Win $ 195 Desktop Case 200w $ 65 S40 MMe td $5695 | 
F | Pentium Heatsink a5 Qmodem Pro For Win $ 195 Middle Twr Case 200w$ 95 | 
CYRIX DX2/66 $ 95 S-B Value 4X $ 440 Wildcat BBS Software $ 199 Full Twr Case 200w $125 NEC VERSA 4000, Pentium 75 
. a AMD DX4/100 $ 180 S-B Value 6X $ 530 ~ 8Mb Ram, TFT , 2x PCMCIA 
| Monitors File Server Case $ 800 
CPU Heatsink Fan $ 69 S-B Discovery CD32/4x $620 Extoifial seca a es 
; | "eal otelis S-B Homemedia 420 $695 14" Interlaced 1024x768 $ 295 ictal i. posi cox OAS 540 Mb Hdd $6575 
| eyboards S-B Perform CD32/6x  $ 650 15"Non Int Analog $495 a 720 Mb Hdd $6850 
: ioe External 4x525'scsiz00sw $ 345 
, 101 Keyboard 5311 $ 25 9-B Edutainment CD16 $475 15" Non Int Digital $ 555 Extemial'y x425'scs1 250 amen Om 
- 101 Honeywell Kbd $ 60 S-B Hex 6x Upgrade Kit $ 445 17° Non Int Digital $ 925 eMemal neeei scsi 300... SMS NEC VERSA 4050, Pentium 90 
Microsoft Keyboard §$ 155 S-B TV Encoder Ext $ 395 15" Sony 15SF $ 945 M. 8Mb Ram, TFT , 2x PCMCIA 
Fa . 17" Sony 17SF 1945 Tate] a's 
Mainboards Media Vision MV1200 $285 20" Sony 20SE $4595 1Mbx9SIMM-70Ns $ 65 720 Mb Rdd $7195 
» 486 No CPU 256C 0K $140 Media Vision MV1400 $495 15" NEC XV15 $ 799 4 Mb 72 SIMM-70Ns $225 810 Mb Hdd CDROM 2x $7650 
Pentium 75/90/100 OK $275 Media Vision MV6200 $845 17" NEC XV17 $1545 720 Mb Hdd Hi-Res screen$7995 
; 8 Mb 72SIMM-70Ns $495 
Triton Pent 75-100 256c $ 295 Gravis U-Sound Max $370 17" NEC XE17 $1845 16 Mb 72 SIMM-70Ns $830 
Triton Pent 75-100 512c $375 Roland Rap 10 $ 650 21° NEC XE? 1 $3995 T0010 Dlelo. diate eedt- 110 )0 EL eLol®, 





izabeth St, Melbourne. ee 861 Princes Hwy, Springvale. 
tl COMPUTERS ph :(03) 9574 0111 


meg meweoeitime ss Glick Ahere  Fax:(03) 9574 0222 


Saturday 9am-Spm Everything you ever wanted in computers Monday to Thursday 9:30am-6pm Friday 9:30 am-8pm Saturday 9am-Spm 








BUSINESS SOFTWARE CD ROM GAMES ACADEMIC VERSIONS 


1 dol 














VFX = 


VIRTUAL REALITY 





$1599 


Products & prces subject ta alteration without natice E & OE All trademarks are the property of their respective cwners. 861 Pri neces Hw Ss ri n Val e 
WELCOME, We Accept AMEX, y, Spring : 


Visa, MAstercard & Backcard COM PUTERS Ph :(O3) 9574 0111 
398 Elizabeth St, Melbourne. cl ick ny here Fax:(03) 9574 0222 





$59 


DEALER &MAIL ORDER 


Kw 
KX 
K 
LS 
K 
Kw 
ABC FlowCharter 4.0 Windows $325 NHL Hockey '96 $ 79 Adobe Photoshop 3.0.1 Win & CD 9389 x 
ABC Graphic Suite for Windows '95 $499 Loadstar -Rocket Science $ 75 Adobe PageMaker 5.0a Windows 9385 
Adobe PageMaker 5.0 Windows $935 Fade To Black- Flashback2 § 69 JUSTE I 38) LOS 9276 x 
MAC Adobe PageMaker 6.0 Upgrade $287 Magic Carpet II $ 75 Borland C+ + 4.5 & Doc's on oe 9145 
MAC Adobe PageMaker 6.0 $935 Lords Of Midnight $ 65 Bolland C+ + 4.5 & Printed Doc's $199 x 
Adobe Photoshop 3.0.1 Windows $849 Dungeon Master I $ 75 Borland Delphi Standard $149 | 
AutoCAD LT 2.0 Windows $729 Were Wolf vCommanche $ 79 preerne (etrclelays 9) 2) Lucien 9149 * 
Banksia "All In One Modem" 14400 $399 Apache Longbow S$ 69 Lotus 1-2-3 V5.0 lI $139 
Banksia "All In One Modem" 28800 $499 Daggers Rage Win 95 Game S 89 Ms Excel use for Windows '95 9235 *, 
Borland Delphi Standard $549 AV Networks $ 79 ME SIEEO Ve SISMEITe | 9379 
Checkit - WinCheckit 2.0 $ 85 Flight Assigrnent -ATP 3.5’ $ 75 MS Powerpoint 7.0 for Windows'75 9235 * 
Corel Diaw 3.05 on CD $ 95 Flight Unlimited $ 65 Ms Publisher 2.0 Windows oe | 
Corel Draw 4.0¢ on CD $215 = Wing Commander Ill Sa75 Mo VISIT SSIS OVS MINEIONE 5 95 ¥, | 
Corel Draw 6.0 CD $695 Sim City 2000 Colection § 69 MS Windows 95 on 3.5! 9 95 
Corel Draw 6.0 Upgrade from 3or4 $595 Bioforge $ 59 Miche! Had) Fes Wine ons 9 $235 K. 
Corel Draw Draw 6.0 Upgrade from 5.0 $349 Magic Carpet Data Disk $ 35 Norton OIE 95 S74 
LapLink Pro for Windows or DOS $185 —-MS Flight Simulator 5.1 $ 60 Norion Utilities "95 S117 4 
Lotus Organizer 2.1 Windows $149 5Ft 10 Pack Special Ed § 45 Turbo C+ + 3.0 for DOS 3 79 
Lotus Organizer 2.1 Upgrade $ 99 FX Fighter $ 59 luibo C+ + 4.5 for Windows CD > 79 x. 
MS Encarta 1994 $ 45 Pitfall For Windows 95 § 65 WordPerfeci 6.1 Windows $179 
MS Encarta 1995 $ 69 Linux Runtime 6 x 
MS Excel 5.0 Windows $345 Linux Slackware 2CD's V2.3 Sls) i r , 
MS Project 4.0 Windows $725 Phantasmagoria § 75 ff J / if J | K. 
MS Word 6.0 Windows Tradeup $199 Sim Isle S 89 - 
MS Works 4.0 for Windows '95 § 72 Sim Town Win § 69 | XK 
MS Windows 3.11 Workgroups Addon $ 74 Simm Tower § /9 
M.Y.O.B.5.0 Windows $365 Panzer General $ 39 4 | 
M.Y.O.8, 5.0 & Payroll Windows S555 Across the Rhine Micro S$ 79 | 
Norton Antivirus '95 S1Z5 Heresies Heretic Add On & Level Editor $ 45 K 
Norton Antivirus '95 Upgrade § 49 Primal Rage with Control Pad $ 79 | 
Norton Navigator '95 $159 Witchnaven Doom Clone $ 79 1.4 | 
Norton Navigator '95 Upgrade 5709 Tekwar with William Shattner § 79 | 
Norton Utilities '95 $189 NBA Jam Toumament S$ 79 Kw 
Norton Utilities '95 Upgrade See) 5 Foot 10 Pack Collectors Edition S50 | 
Norton PC Anywhere 2.0 Windows $179 Light Aircraft Simulator for Student Pilots $ 109 K 
OS/2 v3.0 Connect CD Upgrade S175 Light Aircraft Simulator Australian Scenery$ 89 
Perfect Office 3.0 Professional $489 Fatal Racing S$ 79 K 
(Novell will pay for your Win '95 Upgrade) Aliens § 39 
Perfect Office 3.0 Standard $285 Game Programming Starter kit S 89 K 
Pitfall for Windows '95 $ 65 Jagged Alliance $ 69 
Procomm 2.0 Windows $169 Rebel Assault Il S$ 89 K 
Qemm 7.5 Windows/DOS OS Tie Fighter Enhanced Collection S$ 89 
Quickbooks 3.0 for Windows $129 Hexen Heretic Il The FinalDoom Chap § 79 Kw 
Quickbooks 3.0 and QuickPayroll $239 Destruction Derby $ 79 
Quicken 4,0 Windows Ce75 Mortal Kombat Il S$ 79 w 
Quark Xpress 3.3 Windows 1659 Caeser || $ 79 
Tracker 2.0 for Windows $295 Panzar General Il $ 39 XK 
Tracker 2.0 for Windows Upgrade $120 Doom I $ 59 rmccAH 4 
TypeQuick 7.x Windows or Dos S$ 69 Warlords Il Deluxe Inc Mission Builder $ 79 oe WE oO SLL CS 
Uninstaller 3.0 for Windows S$ 89 Caesar New & Improved S$ 39 rs *, 
Vet Anti-Virus $120 Airoucks Version 1.2 § 39 
WinFax Pro 4.0 for Windows Se? Flight Assignment Air Force § 89 4 
Xtree Gold 3.0 DOS $169 Flight Assignment ATP Inc 4500US Airports$ 169 
* 
K, 
Ow 
Las 
XK 
Kw 
LAS 
XK 
LS 
w 


Monday to Thursday 9am-6pm Friday 9am-8pm Monday to Thursday 9:30am-6pm 
Saturday 9am-5pm Everything you ever wanted in computers Friday 9:30 am-8pm Saturday 9am-5pm 








ADELONG ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD. 


Trading As ADE Computers - AC.N. 057 611 195 





127 York St, Sydney, 54 Miller St, North Sydney, 
NSW 2000 NSW 2060 
PH: 267-5272 Fax: 267-5042 PH:9966-1146 Fax: 9966-1147 


All System Free VET-anti-virus 
Pentium 133Mhz System Pentium 120Mhz System 















® &Mb Ram. e 8Mb Ram. 
® §850Mb Hard Disk. ® 850Mb Hard Disk. 
® PCI 1Mb SVGA Video Card. e PCI IMb SVGA Video Card. 
e PCI IDE Hard Disk # PCI IDE Hard Disk Controller 
@ Medium Tower Case ® Mini Tower Case 
® 1.44 Mb Floppy Drive Oy ir @ 1.44 Mb Floppy Drive On 
© HW KB, MS-Mouse Pall of e KBi01,Mouse+Pad Lj, 
e 15” SVGA N/I Monitor 3259) Ce |e 15° SVGA NII Monitor 5239, <c 
a @ 
Pentium 100Mhz System. ° SUPER486DX4-100 
e@ 8Mb Ram. ® 486DX4-lL00Mhz CPU -8Mb Ram. 
® 850Mb Hard Disk. @ 540Mb Hard Disk. 
® PCI 1Mb SVGA Video Card. e 1Mb VLB SVGA Video Card. 
e PCI IDE Hard Disk Controller © 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive 
e Medium Tower Case O ® VLB IDE Controller O 
e 1.44 Mb Floppy ap * 101KB,Mini Case 
© MS-Mouse + Pad,KB101 S Lilo e 3 Button Mouse + Pad ry, 
e 15” SVGA N/I Monitor <] 9 e e 14” SVGA N/I Monitor Sig 9g Ce 
®@ ®@ 


MULTIMEDIA FAX/MODEM PRINTERS 

SB16 Discovery CD-210 $345 INTERNAL 14400 $145 HEWLETT PACKARD 

SB16 Entertaiment CD34 $395 EXTERNAL 14400 $250 HP Deskjet 400 $345 

SB16 Discovery CD-420 $510 EXTERNAL 28.8v.34 $365 HP 320/540 colour kit $70 

SB16 Homemedia CD-210 $445 Dynalink 14400 int $195 HP Deskjet 320 $420 

SB16 Homemedia CD-410 $495 Dynalink 14400 ext $275 HP Deskjet 600C $550 

SB16 Discovery 440 4X $745 Dynalink 28800 int V.34 $365 HP Deskjet 660C $795 

SB16 Value CD16/6X $545 Dynalink 28800 ext V.34 $415 HP Deskjet 1200C $1800 

SB16 CD16 Office PAK $695 Avtek 14400 starter pak $275 HP 320 sheetfeeder $85 

Creative Vibra16 card $425 Avtek 14400 pro pak $305 HP Laserjet 5L $855 

S Blaster AVWE32 value $355 Avtek 28800 v.34 $415 HP Laserjet 5P $1450 

S Blaster AWE32 PRO $450 Banksia ee 14400 ne HP Laserjet SMP $1760 

Banksia Myfast v.34 495 

aes ae ep Motorola lifestylev.34 $455 HP Laserjet 4 Plus $2850 

Panasonic CDR 2 speed $95 Netcom E11F vfast $465 HP Officejet $1450 

IDE 6 speed CD-ROM drive $295  —- Netcom M388 v.34 sae CANON 

IDE 4speed CD-ROM drive $265 aes is ee BJ-30 Portable 360*360 $345 

SCSI 4 speed CD-ROM $355 Spirit Viper v.34 $475 BJC-70 Colour 360*360 $545 

Me ononie Sonuare $105 Netcom Pocket $390 BJ-200ex $315 

MPEG CARD $405 Maestro v.34 $465 BJ-230 A3 248cps $549 
PCMCIA 14400 $395 BJ-330 136colum 300cps $1150 

BJC-4000 Colour $650 
PARTS TO UPGRADE YOUR COMPUTERS — 

MEMORY HARDDISK MOTHERBOARD&CARD LX-300,80col,9P,180cps $245 

256K 30PIN $10 540MBIDE $265 PENTIUM(75-150) $300 LQ-300,80col,24P $365 

4MB 30PIN $55  S8S50MBIDE $345 486 VLB BOARD $155 LQ-570+,80col,24P, $575 

4MB 30PIN $200 1.08GBIDE $399 1MB VLB VIDEO $145 LQ-870,80col,24P,330cps $900 

4MB 72PIN $219 1.2GB IDE $415 1MBPCI VIDEO $165 LQ-1070+,136col,252cps _ $790 

8MB 72PIN $395  ‘S40MBSCSI $345 DIAMOND STH641M $245 STYLUS Colour Il 720 dpi $720 

16MB 72PIN $750  1.08GBSCSI $505 VESA VLBV/O $45 STYLUS Colour PRO $1330 


32MB 72PIN $1490 2.1GB SCSI $1350 ADAPTEC SCSI $165 STYLUS Colour A3 $2630 








PROFESSIONAL BULLETIN 
BOARD SYSTEMS 
INTERNET/FIDONET DATA TRANSFER 


Darkstar Graphical BBS.............cc0000 
ABOnline........s00008 Reests 


















FrontDoor Commercial.....ccsssssssseee $499.00 
FrontDoor APX (point system)....... 118.00 
NetXpress UUCP for BBS’s.........0 $258.00 
NetXpress Server ccsscssssscsvsssnsccesses $398.00 
RemoteAccess Pro BBB6......... From $159.00 


and much, much more. 
Installation and configuration 

can be arranged. 
Voice technical support. 


AQUARIUS COMMUNICATIONS 
PO BOX 913 BAULKHAM HILLS 2153 
PH: 041-1174-014 BBS 02-686-3330 





Upgrade Technology’s ’Platinum Pro’ 
blitzed the competition. "Overall 
performance was exceptional..." 

"the Platinum Pro was not only the 

fastest P 100, the system soundly out 
performed everything from P120s down." 

"The Platinum Pro was streets ahead 

of every system tested..." 
WindowsSources December 1995. 


Editors Cholce Award Winner 


From $2495.00 


Call us now 





PLATINUM PRO 
P5100 


PLATINUM PRO 
P5100 


TRADE INQUIRIES WELCOME 





T E C H 
UTER PROFESIONALS 


617 WARRIGAL RD CHADSTONE 3148 
TEL (03) 9563 4646 FAX (03)9563 4647 


GAMES, GIFTS, WINDOWS, UTILS, SB. 
SOUND, GRAPHICS, CLIPART+MUCH MORE 


MODEM "390 TO:- 
8.N 1 


300 Io O97. budget 1n20 


14-100 BPS 22 a a 





AVAILABLE FROM THE 
PGLLOWIia WHOLESALERS 


Melbourne: 
SKANDIA ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD, 





eo _— 










Phone: 03 9819 2466 

Fax: 03 9819 4281 NATA/EAX MOBEN 
HALLMARK COMPUTER INTL PTY. 

LTD. 

Phone: 03 9562 6789 i 

Fax: 03 9562 8989 = 4 

N.S.W. 

SKANDIA ELECTRONICS PTY. LTD. 

Phone: 02630 0888 

Fax: 02 630 8690 

Queensland: 

HITECH PTY LTD 

Phone: O07 274 5922 

Fax: 07 274 4789 

BBS 07 341 8071 

South Australia: #) 5 

HALLMARK COMPUTER INT'L PTY LTD siete ct 

Phone: 08 371 4044 oe 

Fax: 08 371 4033 

West Australia: p 
ELLCON ENTERPRISES 

Phone: 015 196 727 © micas Jbl 
Fax: 09 409 2138 ane 
-KESTRAW COMPUTERS — =. 
Phone: 09 409 2131 ia! i= 
Fax: 09 309 3683 a =| > yee 

SKANOIA FLECTRGNICS a ow 34 
- SHULE AGENTS 


Lhe A Pp Sees Sl ae 7 
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME Fully support [TU-TV series protocal for é and Fax function © op") =rae ay iy Delivery 


aie MNP 4 and ITU-TV 42 Error Correction quaraniee 
Ali models include Outstan ing chartte such as MNP 10 line quality monitor = received file faultless 
bitware lite for win Auto Sensing Refrain. .. etc. make mare satisfactory and 


enc bitfax/bitcom fow BOS; contieent dls a stan | ~ hi 
yEer warranty ; Coresiebalorg Sty : se “ aa ck test_ ta . est 
AUSTEL APPROVED a ANP U-T¥ 42 bis oetise data th ughout up a oieeet een SUE Eee E.DeREmgnee 
to 200%e( RIN iPS) or 400%{¥ 42h 
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Back in ‘81 


Continuing the excerpts from our first issues, here are some 


quotes from August ‘81 


Editorial 


_ As most of our readers have prob- 
_ ably discovered by now, personal 


computing 1s not a low-cost activ- 
ity. Computer equipment is expen- 
sive although prices are dropping. 
Consumables such as ribbons and 
paper are not cheap either. Then 
there’s software and magazines, 
books and other miscellaneous 
item — it’s possible to literally 
spend a fortune in this game. 
— Les Bell 


Linton-Simpkins 

Computers always cause instant 
addiction and often lead to the 
alienation of wives, neglect of 
children and an urge to save the 
world from drudgery. Let me 
assure suffering families of com- 


puter addicts that while the dis- 


ease is incurable there are periods 
of partial remission. 
— Frank Linton-Simpkins 


Computer Literacy 

Computer in the home could 
replace newspapers. Home com- 
puter will allow you to compare 
prices for goods all over the coun- 
try and order at the right price 
from your home. The automated 
office is closer than you think and 
may mean that you can do most of 
your work from a terminal at 
home. And schools? They may 
close ... and return much of edu- 
cation to the home. 


— Professor V.X. Gledhill 


The Glossary Giggles 
VC's 
Fred Symes, 


‘understudy office idiot’, 
compiled his own 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


WENT ESIND Sees See) are ERE REE ccc55scon5 7accc eee Si .74 


SQUIRREL 
TRANS-FER-MATION 
VALHALLA GAMES 


WEST COAST MARKETING 
ZENITH 


glossary of computer jargon. 
Here’s some jargon as defined by 
Fred — 
Byte What your friends put on 
you when you win the pools. 
Cold boot What you get when 
you kick an Eskimo. 
Control characters Security 
guards at a punk rock concert. 
LISP Ita Buttrose, we love you. 
Operating system What you 
have after a meal of prunes. 
Program In favour of metrication. 
Read Only Memory The art of 
conversation is dead. 
Save Impossible on my salary. 
Unix Collective noun for harem 
guards. 
— Fourteen years down the track, 
persona computing still isn’t a 
‘low-cost activity. 

Jake Kennedy 


Inquiries to Steven Spilly (02) 353 0097, fax (02) 353 0967 
Other inquiries: Refer to page 6 
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-Melcome to the third 
ae edition of Your 
8 Computer’s Buyers 


Guide. This is our first Buyers 
Guide covering Portable 
Computers (all notebooks, 
now), and the most popular 
flavours of printers: Dot 
Matrix, Ink Jets (including 
Bubble Jets) and Laser Printers. 










When choosing a printer type, 
users often neglect to take the 
total cost of printing into 
account. So, for comparison we 
have included in the Printer 
tables, a column showing the 
cost of consumable for printing 
a page with each model. We 
have also shown the 3-year cost 
of printing with each model. 
This calculation is based on 
printing about 30 pages per 
day of black-only text over a 
three year period. To that we 
have added the cost of the 
printer itself to enable easy 
comparison between models 
and between printer types. 

These print cost figures 
should be used as a guide only. 
Bear in mind that the different 
printer types are best suited for 
different types of jobs. For 
example, a Dot Matrix is best 
for printing many pages at rela- 
tively low quality; Ink Jets (and 





Bubble Jets) are best for print- 
ing single, high-quality copies 
of colour documents; and Laser 
Printers are best for single- 
copy, high-quality, black-only 
jobs (then using a copier to get 
multiple copies, if needed). 

Your printing needs are 
unique, so you need to evaluate 
exactly how — and how much 
— you'll be using the printer. 
Many users have found the best 
results are obtained using two 
different types of printers: an 
Ink Jet for correspondence and 
other documents where quality 
is important, and a Dot Matrix 
for long print jobs say. If we’ve 
missed any important details in 
out tables, let us know. We’re 
here to make buying easy! 


Denis Gallagher 
Editor, Buyers Guides 


Your Computer Buyers Guides have the market covered! 








116 Portable Tabie 
122 Portable Suppliers 
124 Dot Matrix Tabie 
126 Ink Jet Table 


128 Laser Printer Table 

130 Printer Suppliers 

132 Win95 Applets 

136 Hyping up your Hypertext 


140 MapInfo — We know 
where you are! 

142 Sound OK? 

146 Hot for ‘96 
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| PORTABLE COMPUTERS 
















cor) | ia =. 7 , 
\ lue | +" ne! eat | wat wer | yard card | pisplet “a 
i i | 
CPU: Currently the best value portable PCs run on At Computing Phe (031 272 3027 | ase (08) 373 4977 





a 486 DX/4 75MHz chip (a clock-tripled 486 25MHz A1 9400D 486DX4\100) Yes | 128KB | NiMH | 2hrs | 8MB | 36MB | 340MB 1x Type lV > 10.3"DSTN f 16-bit 
chip), OF simianiinis quel suineledtamwellte run A1 9400T 486DX4\100) Yes | 128KB | NIMH | 2hrs | 8MB | S6MB | 340MB 11 x Type IV hoger 16-bit 
: ; ae. Al 9800T Pentium 75 | Yes 256KB © NiMH # 2hrs 8MB | 36MB j 810MB £1 x Type IV ‘We .2°TFT | 16-bit 
Windows for Workgroups and its applications, but A1 9800T Pentium 90 | Yes | 256KB | NiMH | 2hrs | 8MB | 36MB | 810MB {1xTypelV 10.2°TFT | 16-bit 
you'll need at least a Pentium 75 to take advantage Ai 9800T Pentium 100) Yes | 256KB |) NiMH | 2hrs | 16MB| 36MB . 810MB }1 x Type IV ito 2"TFT | 16-bit 
rolmini>: power offered by TAT dlale town @he)atsi(a (=) 4 your needs A1 5200 Pentium 75 Yes 256KB © NiMH * 2hrs 16MB = 36M8 b B810MB | 1x Type IV git. .3’DSTN | 16-bit 
carefully ana etvine a fefelarcle) (ey lf the felevareley= is to Ai 5200 Pentium 100 § Yes 256KB | NiMH § 2hrs 16MB | 36MB i 810MB § 1x Type IV lle 16-bit 
be used as your primary computer, you'll want the 4ST Computer Ph: (02) 415 5400 hak (02) 41 8 8520 | 
most powerful system you can afford; if it's to be Ascentia 950N | Pentium 75 Yes | 256KB | Lion 3.5hra; 8MB oe 810MB /1xTypelll | 10.4"TFT | 16-bit 
used as the secondary computer, a 486 could have Ascentia 960N | Pentium 90 | Yes | 256KB Li-ion 2. O88 ae 810MB |1xTypelll | 10.4"°TFT | 16-bit | 
: j i i | | | | 


everything you need. 


Bestone 
Daewoo DN7409 486DX4\75 


Ph: (02) 809 3832 
Yes j N\A | NiMH | 2.5hrs) 4MB | 20MB | 


gl ate ea (ee | 
i \ | 


Chip Upgrade: A motherboard that allows the 
Canon Ph: (02) 805 2000 


| 
CPU to be upgraded ell stretch AL) GGG) IMS) Canon 486DX2\50 § Yes | N\A § NiMH i 2.5hrs 4MB — 20MB = 260MB 1 x Type Ill /9.5"DSTN N\A 
portable. As faster chips — like the new 200MHz Canon 486DX4\100) N\A | 128KB | NIMH | 2.5hrs 8MB | 20MB | 500MB /1xTypelll |9.5"DSTN | N\A 
Pentium — become available, you'll be able to Canon 486DX4\100) N\A 128KB | NiMH | 2.5hrs 8MB | 20MB | 810MB j1xTypelll |9.5'DSTN | N\A 
upgrade the system for much less than a new Innova Pentium 75 . 256KB * NiMH ae | 


‘ele)arcle)[-M eu emeeie 


Yes 16MB¢ 32MB | 810MB ¢ixTypelll | 10.5"TFT = N\A 





| 
Ph: (02) 911 1999 
N\A | N\A | NIMH | 2.5hrs} 4MB | 12MB 
N\A 


Compaq 
Contura Aero 4865X33 
Level 2 Cache: AnL2 cache is needed for the Contura 410CX | 486DX2\50 


system to take full advantage of the power offered 
by fast 486 and Pentium chips. However, often the 
CPUs used in portables have the cache disabled to 


210MB '7.8°DSTN INIA | 
350MB B.4°TFT | NIA 
10.4°DSTN | N\A 
10.4°TFT ie 


1 x Type Il 
1x Type Ill 





N\A =| NiMH | 2.5hrsj 4MB ) 20MB 





N\A 32MB  420MB 


Contura 4206 486DX4\75 11 x Type ll 


<P 


j Contura 420CX  486DX4\75 | N\A 32MB | 420MB | 1 x Type lil 
save on power consumption. (For a detailed discus- | | | 
sion on caching, see our December '95 Buyers Contura 430C | 486DX4\100/ N\A | N\A NiMH | 3hrs | 8MB 9 32MB | 720MB (1x Typelll | 10.4°DSTN N\A 
Guide.) | ) | 
Contura 430CX | 486DX4\100, N\A | NIA NiMH | 3hrs {| 8MB | 32MB | 720MB -1xTypelit’ | 40.4°TFT | N\A 

rT] | | | 
cia MS LR ROM LR URCMmM | ITE Eitecx | 486Dx2\50 | N\A | NIA | NIMH | 2.8hre MB | S2MB | 340MB , x Type lll | 9.5*TFT | N\A 
rently used in portables: the older NiMH (Nickel LTE Elite C 486DX4\75 | N\A | N\A NiMH | 2.Shrs) 8MB © 32MB | 510MB |1xTypelll | 9.5°DSTN /NNA 
Metal Hydride) and the newer Li-ion (Lithium ion). LTE Elite CXL 486DX4\75 | N\A | N\A NiMH | 2.5hrs) 8MB  32MB | 810MB 1x Typelll | 10.4"TFT | N\A 


NiMH 72MB )s-5S10MB 1 x Type Ill 


| 
72MB ! 810MB \ x Type Il 


iV trsialm esUhlave We=W ele)arcle)(- MEY elUMs sell lo Mell\ arms -eelire| LTE 510 CSTN 10.4"DSTN 16-bit 


battery to use while the first is re-charging. Also, foil- 
low the instructions for care and maintenance of the 
battery as outlined in the manual. LTE 810 CTFT 


| 2hrs ; 8MB 


LTE 810 CSTN ' Pentium 75 | N\A 256KB | NiMH | 2hrs 8MB 11.3°DSTN | 16-bit 


ki 
N\A |_NiMH | 3.5hrs} 8MB 

: NiMH © hrs 8MB | 
| Pentium 75 | N\A | 256KB 2hrs | 8MB  72MB  810MB Tt x Type It) 10.4"TET | 16-bit 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Pentium 90 | N\A 10.4"DSTN 16-bit 


LTE 5100 256KB | NIMH | 2hrs 8MB i 72MB | -810MB | i x Type Ill 


RAM: To make good use of Windows for 
Workgroups, you'll need at least 8MB of RAM; 16MB 
is needed to take advantage of Win95's features. As ( 
weli as standard configuration, the table also shows 


| , | 
MUEMMGEWRUraecunscRicchohuctiingiams | oc! Phat 800.808 012 
Es 486DX4\75 | Yes N\A Li-ion 4hrs 38MB 40MB ! 420MB |1x Type lll | 10.4"DSTN | 16-bit 


LTE 5200 Pentium 120 | N\A 256KB | Li-ion | 2hrs | 8MB © 72MB _ 810MB 1x Type lll | 10.4"DSTN 16-bit 


, 


: 
Pentium 75 N\A 3 


aE 2 eee 2 eee aa 
— i x = —_ ————— cae ea ee ee ome oon) eS oe 
—_— —- ——— _ a ss i! 
- = == —— can? Pe Sr ere 2 = 
PER Sa a 


board.  LatitudexP4100 ahs | 8MB | 40MB | 420MB 1 xTypelll | 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
LatitudexPi75D 4nrs 8MB i 40MB § 420MB 4 x Type Ill | 10.4°DSTN | 16-bit 
PC Card Slots: Many peripherals are now avail- LatitudeXPi75T 4hrs | 8MB | 40MB | 420MB |1xTypelll | 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
i 4 | 
adapters to modems. Since most portables do not Digital Ph: 132 393 
have expansion slots, these are used to ‘expand’ the HiNote CT 475 | 486DX4\75 | N\A | N\A NiMH 
portable. Type IV Cards can be daisy-chained. | HiNote 
UltraCT 475 486DX4\75 | N\A © NIA Li-ion 
Weight: — The table shows the weight of the [Rien a eall 
fele)at-|e)(smmlaveli0(e|/eremerstiiciata Dual SKD III 


486DX4\100% Yes N\A Li-ion 
Pentium 75 Yes 256KB  & Li-ion 
Pentium 75 § Yes 256KB § Li-ion 
Pentium 90 Yes 256KB  § Li-ion 





Shrs 





4MB | 20MB | 510MB 1x Type lll | 9.5"TFT | N\A 
ahs | 8MB | oave | 528MB |/1 x Type il jest 16-bit 


gles Ph: (03) 9872 6122 Fax: (03) 9872 6188 


486DX4\75 Yes | 128KB Fy iy 8MB | 32MB pomp | 1 «Type I | 9.5"DSTN 3 





a Dynatechnics Ph: (02) 630 4499 
Warranty: For details on the warranty, contact Optimate 4000 | 486Dx2\66 | N\A | 128KB | NiMH | 2hrs | 4MB | 96MB | 420MB {1x Type tv | 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 


the supplier. Optimate 4000 | 486DX4\100) N\A | 128KB | NiMH | 2hrs | 4MB | 36MB | 420MB 51x Type lV 5 10.4°TFT ; 
| 





Optimate 5000 | Pentium 75 | Yes | 256KB _ Li-ion | 2.5hrs 16MBi 64MB | 810MB 1x Typelll | 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
| : 


a 


Optimate 5000 Pentium 100° Yes 256KB | Li-ion | 2.5hr 16MB) 64MB_ > -810MB 1x Type lii © 10.4°TFT 16-bit 


7 \ ] 
| | 
= = ] al | a 

Edge Computers Ph: {03) 9416 0099 Fax: (03) 9447 3518 | 

ANP-4D75 486DX4\75 | N\A N\A NiMH i 6hrs 4MB 345MB | 1xTypelll | 9.5"Mono 


| 
ANP-4D99/D 486DX4\100 | 


16-bit 


N\A | N\A | NiMH 4MB 720MB | 1xTypelli | 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
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28 x 22 x 5.4em 

28 x 22 x §.4cm 

28 x 22 x 5.4cm 

28 x 22 x 5.4cm 

28 x 22 x 5.4cm 

28 x 22 x 5.4cm 
(28 x 22 x §.4cem 
| 

29.2 x 24.6 x 4.6cm 
| 29.2 x 21.6 x 4.6cm 


| 


26.2 x 19.3 x 4cem 


| 31.2 x 25.8 x 6.5em 
31.2 x 25.8 x 6.5em 
31.2 x 25.8 x 6.5em 
31.2 x 25.8 x 4.8cm 


30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1/¢cm 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1¢m 


30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1¢em 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1¢m 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1cm 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.icem 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1cm 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1¢m 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1cm 
31 x 23 x 5.25¢em 

31 x 23 x 5.25cm 

31x 23 x §.25cem 


31 x 23 x 5.25em 


31x 23 x §.25¢em 


27.9 x 22.2 x 5.8cm 
27.9 x 22.2 x 5.8cm 
27.9 x 22.2 x 5.8m 
27.9 x 22.2 x 5.8cm 
27.9 x 22.2 x 58cm 


l 
(28x 21.5 x 4.3cem 


a x 21.5 x 30cm 


t 


29.7 x 22.5 x 4.5cm 


28 x 22 x 5em 
28 x 22 x 55cm 
29.5 x 22.5 x 5.4cm 


29.5 x 22.5 x 5.4em 


29.9 x 22 x 4.0cm 
(29.2 x 22 x 4.3cm 


4kg 
akg 
4kg 
3kg 


2.70kg 
2.70kg 


2.84kg 
2.84kg 
2.84kg 


2.84kg 


 3.15kg 
— -3.15kg 
—-3.20kg 


a a tee 


abel 


3.23kq 
3.39kg 
3.32kg 
3.51kg 


3.18kg 


2.7kg 
2.7kg 
2.8kg 
2.8kg 
2.8kq 


2.5kg 


1.8kg 


2.9kg 


3kg 
3kg 
3.3kg 


3.3kg 


2.6kg 
2.7kg 





geature® 


WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WEFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WEFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WEFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
PCI Bus, CD drive, speakers, WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
PC| Bus, CD drive, speakers, WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 


PCI Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 
PCI Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


| WEW 3.11 


Sa panm =TES 


Rn ie RS Rte BY 





WFW 3.11, built in bubble jat printer with 10pg feeder 
WFW 3.11, built in bubble jet printer with 10pg feader 
WFW 3.11, built in bubble jet printer with 10pg feeder 
WFW 3.17 plus bubble jet printer (not built in} 


Win 3.1, Lotus Organizer 

Upgrade display, trackball, WFW 3.11, 

Lotus Organizer, MS Works, Docking options 

Upgrade display, trackball, WFW 3.11, 

Lotus Organizer, MS Works, Docking options 

Upgrade display, trackball, WFW 3.11, 

Lotus Organizer, MS Works, Docking options 

Upgrade display, trackball, WFW 3.11, 

Lotus Organizer, MS Works, Docking options 

Upgrade display, trackball, WFW 3.11, 

Lotus Organizer, MS Works, Docking options 

Inbuilt AC adaptor, upgrade display and memory, Win 95 
tnbuilt AC adaptor, upgrade display and memory, Win 95 
inbuilt AC adaptor, upgrade display and memory, Win 95 
PCI Bus, MPEG, integrated speakers, 

infrared fila transfer, access security, Win95 

PC! Bus, MPEG, integrated speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win9S 

PCI Bus, MPEG, integrated speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 

PC Bus, MPEG, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 

PCI Bus, MPEG, integrated speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


Wind5 
Wing5 
Win95 


* Wings 


Wing5 


Lotus Organizer, WFW 3.11 


Lotus Organizer, WFW 3.11 


PCI Bus, MPEG, quad speed CD drive, 
speakers, infrared file transfer, Win95 
PCI Bus, MPEG, quad speed CD drive, 
speakers, infrared file transfer, Win95 


Pah, es <1 


Papo 


1 MGR SRSSA PR AIRST OTS RRS ADP ES Rea RACER 


A a a 


warrant prict 
24 months : $3850 
24 months é $4860 
24 months = $5845 
24 months $6045 
24 months $6870 
24 months $6765 
24 months —§ $7460 
1 
36 months $8425 
36 months | $9976 
24 months + $2500 
12 months i $4490 
12 months $6290 
12 months $6690 
12 months = $9870 
12 months | $3936 
12 months ‘ $3936 
4 
' 12 months $4508 
i 
12months «$5674 
§ 
* 
12 months | $5674 
12 months $6836 
12 months + $5748 
12months = _ $5515 
12 months | $7730 
12 months | $7614 
12 months © $8896 
12 months | $9596 
12 months $11,396 
12 months = 
12 months $4995 
12 months $6795 
12 months $6295 
12 months $7795 
12 months | $8995 
| 
} 
36 months © $5298 
36 months | $6795 
42 months $3399 
36 months $3350 
36 months | $3425 
36 months $5595 
36 months $5995 
12 months POA 
12 months |§ POA 





Pe, 








FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS 
HOME, OFFICE MULTIMEDIA, NETWORKS. 
PARTS REPAIRS, UPGRADES, RENTAL. 
FOR FRIENDLY EFFICIENT SERVICE 
PLEASE CALL: 

CLIVE, RICK OR PAUL AT 


| 174 PARRAMATTA RD, AUBURN 
PHONE 647 2322 Fax 647 2329 


136 GEORGE ST, HORNSBY 
PHONE 476 5944 Fax 277 6562 


faad préce Good sewice 
P100 From: $1945 fax Modem 28.8: 


8MB Ram 540 HOD 
Laser Printer $798: Netcomm !n!. From $345 


Sppm 600dpi quality Banksia Ext. from $445 


ites i = 


¢ Computer systems, components and accessories, 
¢ CD-ROM kits, Printers, Fax Modems and Fax 
Machines, 
* Computer system repairs and upgrade for desk- 
top, Minitower, Laptop and portables (IBM, Apple 
Macintosh, Campaq, Thinkpad, Tashiba & AST}; 
¢ Consulting & Training. 
640A Military Rd, Mosman 
Tel: (02) 9969 8868 Fax: (02) 9969 8880 
02) 0416 198 868 David Zhan.) 


ALPHON EDUGAMES 


<= Box 162 ASPLEY Qid 4034 
u Mer & Janice PERKINS 


221 Ridley Rd 
CJ BRIDGEMAN DOWNS 4035 


moneirx Of%-3263 2744 


Programs for ALL purposes 
ON-LINE BIBLES 
DOS WINDOWS or MAC 


Wide Selection of Cd-ROM DISCS 


Please indicate your interests:- 
Bibles /Educ/Games/Others for 
DOS C1) WNO or MAC DO 

CdROM (7 52 1 35 O 





PENTAQ Technology P/L 


7/3 Kaleski St, Moorebank, NSW 2170 
Ph: 02-821 4588 Fax: 02-821 4937 


PENTAQ SOHO Pack $ 2,780.00 
PENTIUM-100 MHz Multimedia PC 
8MB RAM, 1.08GB HDD, PCI SVGA Card 1MB, 
1.44MB , 2S, 1P, 1G, M/T,101 K/B, Mouse 
1S" MITSUBISHI FST Colour Monitor 
Creative SB Discovery 420 QUAD CD-ROM, 
16Bit Sound Blaster,Spkrs, 17 titles 
2 years On-Site Warranty - Sydney Only 
Free Delivery and installation-Sydney only 
Limited Offer while stocks last 
HP400 Deskjet Colour Printer 16.?7muillion colours 
only with system $ 396.00 
Fax/Modem 28,800 installed $ 350.00 


Call Now Toll Free: 1-800-628-880 
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Intel stumbles 

In a stunning admission, Intel reported that it 
completely fouled up Asia sales of its 
OverDrive chips for retrofitting 486 PCs. It drew 
up a pian urging dealers to forsake selling PCs 
to sell only chips. Forget the big picture, and 
just make money for us, Inte! effectively told 
Asia's manufacturers and distributors. To only 
Intel's surprise, trade sources said, many told 
the king of CPUs to, in effect, go where the 
sun don't shine — and sales never took off. 
The news came in its latest OverDrive 
announcement, this one for later model 486 
chip conversion to Pentium. In announcing its 
Pentium OverDrive processors, Intel conceded 
sales in Asia had been abysmal. One reason: 
budget conscious consumers in India and 
China prefer to stay with cheaper machines. 


Microsoft PCs 

For the first time, Microsoft has lent its name to 
a PC, teaming up with Packard Bell to offer a 
133MHz Pentium-based system. The new 
Micro-soft Station by Packard Bell is a mini- 
tower model that features 16MB of RAM, a 
1.6GB hard disk, a quad-speed CD-ROM 
drive, built-in audio support and an entertain- 
ment system remote control. Also provided 
with the system are more than 30 Microsoft 
titles, an annual subscription to The Microsoft 
Network and Microsoft's Natural Keybar, 
Mouse and SideWinder Joystick. Packard Bell 
CEO Beny Alagem said PB and Microsoft had 
decided to design the machine to ‘fit the 
lifestyle of the person who wants the very 
best.’ In Australia Packard Bell executives said 
they had no idea whether the PC would be 
marketed in this country with a Microsoft 
moniker. 


Banksia takes on LANexpress 
Banksia Technology has been appointed the 
master distributor of Microcom’s remote LAN 
access software LANexpress. According to 
Banksia, LANexpress provides users with 
secured access, via serial dial-up links to infor- 
mation residing anywhere on a company's 
LAN. in Australia more than 100 LANexpress 
sites include the Australian Jockey Club, The 
Stock Exchange, BHP Transport and Prespect 
Electricity. 


Lotus on the Web 

IBM's Lotus software division — responding to 
Microsoft's well-publicised moves to gain a 
major foothold on the internet, plus other 
alliances spreading rapidly through the IT world 
— has outlined its own Internet Strategy, 
involving significant price cuts in its Notes ser- 
vices and plans to build World Wide Web con- 
nections into future Notes applications. The 
announcement showed signs of haste. Sydney 
reptiles were bidden to an ‘audio conference’ 
with international executives calling from, of all 
places, Beijing. The presentation was marred 
by dropouts and technical hitches. Just as it 
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pat | cpu 


Formosa International 


FirstLite 407T 486DX4\75 
FirstLite 407T | 486DX4\75 
FirstLite 507D | Pentium 75 
FirstLite 509T | Pentium 90 
FirstLite 510T | Pentium 100 

i 
Gateway 
Liberty 486DX4\100 | 
Solo Pentium 90 


: Hewlett Packard 

OmniBook 600C | 486DX4\75 
OmniBook 4000C | 486DX4\75 
| OmniBook 4000C 486DX4\100 


OmniBook 4000C | 486DX4\100 
OmniBook 4000C ‘1 486DX4\100 
OmniBook 5000C1 Pentium 90 


OmniBook 500007 Pentium 90 
i 
IBM 
| Thinkpad345 | 486DX4\75 | 
Thinkpad345 486DX4\75 : 
Thinkpad701 > 486DX4\78 
Thinkpad701 486DX4\75 
Thinkpad760C Pentium 90 
Thinkpad760C —| Pentium 90 
H 
i 
| Thinkpad760CD = Pentium 90 
' Thinkpad75SCV | Pentium 75 
i 
i 
| Thinkpad755CDYV | Pentium 75 
x 
Microarts 


; Acernote 350 

| Acernote 350CX 
Acernote 950C 

Acernote 950CX 


CyrixM1\100 
CyrixM1\100 
Pentium 75 





| Pentium 90 

Mitac 

4023SMA-343-4 486DX4\100. 

| 4023SMA-423-4 | 486DX4\100 
4024M/CT-543-8° 486DX4\100 

| 5024L/CT-813-8 | Penitium 90 
_ 500D | 486DX4\75 
Versa 2000C 486DX4\75 
Versa 4000C Pentium 75 
Versa 4050C Pentium 90 
Versa 4050H Pentium 90 

Samsung 

| Sens 700 486DX2\50 
Sens 700 486DXA\75 
Sens 700 486DX4\100 | 
Sens 800 Pentium 75 
Sens 800 | Pentium 90 

| Sharp 

| PC-3020 5x86\100 
Siemens Nixdorf 

| PCD4ND 1000 => 486DX2\50 
PCD4ND 1030 486Dx4\75 


PORTABLE COMPUTERS 


[Boe fa || 


Ph: (07) 3846 7979 


| 





Yes | 128KB {| NiMH 
Yes =| 128KB | NiMH 
Yes  256KB | NiMH 
Yes  256KB | NiMH 
| Yes | 258KB | NiMH 


Ph: 1 800 674 757 
Yes  ° 256KB | NiMH 
Yes » 256KB j Li-ion 


- Ph: (03) 9272 2659 





N\A | NMA | NIMH 
N\A N\A = NiMH 
N\A N\A NiMH 
N\A || N\A NiMH 
N\A | N\A NiMH 
= Yes 256KB_ = Li-ion 
| Yes | 256KB_ Li-ion 
Ph: 132 426 
N\A NMA NiMH 
| N\A | N\A NIMH 
N\A N\A NiMH 
i N\A N\A NiMH 
i Yas | 256KB Li-ion 
| Yes 256KB Li-ion 
Yes  256KB Li-ion 
Yes 256KB Li-ion 
| Yes 256KB Li-ion 
Ph: (03) 9696 5955 
N\A N\A NIMH 
NiA > N\A | NiMH 
Yes | 256KB |e 
Yes 256KB : NiMH 
] gE | 
Ph: (03) 9585 1055 
N\A ; 128KB | NiMH 
N\A 128KB || NiMH 
N\A | 128KB | NiMH 
Yes 128KB © NiMH 





| $ Be 

Ph: 1800 812 796 
N\A N\A 2 NiMH 
' N\A N\A | Lion 

Yes 256KB_ ® Li-ion 

Yes 256KB_ . Li-ion | 

Yes 256KB_ : Li-ion 

Ph: (02) 638 5200 
N\A OE NMA NiMH 

N\A | N\A NiMH 

N\A = N\A | NiMH 
Yes = N\A | NiMH 
“Yes | N\A || NiMH 
fl ; 

Ph: (02) 672 1207 
NMA N\A NiMH 
il 

Ph: 1 800 643 870 
| NiA | N\A) NiMH 

N\A | NiMH 


NMA 





Fax:(07) sa88 7378 






2hrs } 4MB  36MB | 340MB 1x TypelV [9.4"DSTN [16-bit 
2hrs  4MB =; 36MB .340MB 4xTypelV B4°TFT - 16-bit 
2hrs | 8MB ix Type lV | 10.3"DSTN | 16-bit 





: / 40MB | 340MB 
2hrs . @MB | 40MB | 340MB 1x Type lV (10.2°TFT 16-bit 
2hrs | 8MB ; 40MB | 340MB r x Type !¥ 910.3"DSTN yr" 
2.5hrs| 8MB | 24MB | -540MB |1x Type lll 10.4°DSTN | N\A 
,3.5hrs 8MB | some 720MB (1x Type Ill ee 16-bit 
Fax: (03) 9899 5824 
_«3.5hts | 8MB | 32MB 260MB |1xTypelll /8.S°DSTN | 16-bit 
hrs § 8MB + 32MB . 340MB [' «Tipe lll $40.3°TFT | 16-bit 
| asi 8MB | 32MB | 340MB “1xTypelli 10.3"DSTN 16-bit 
2.Shrs| 8MB | 32MB | 520MB “1x Typelll 10.3"DSTN | 16-bit 
2.5hrs| 8MB | 32MB | 810MB fi * Type Ill °40.3"DSTN | 16-bit 
| 2.3hrs) 8MB | 64MB | 1GB 1 xTypelll (10.4"TFT | 16-bit 
| 2.3hrs 8MB ) 64MB | 1GB eo Ill 10.4"SVGA | 16-bit 
2.5hrs) 4MB | 20MB | 360MB | 10.4°DSTN | 16-bit 
2.5hrs 4MB | 20MB | 540MB | 10.4"DSTN } 16-bit 
2.5hrs| 8MB  20MB | 540MB 10.4°TFT © 16-bit 
2.5hrs| 8MB | 20MB | 720MB KO.4°TET | 16-bit 
Shrs | 8MB .. 40MB | 720 MB | 10.4°TFT * 16-bit 
: a 
| 4.5hrs| 8MB | 40MB | 720 MB 12.1"SVGA © 16-bit 

: 

jm 8MB | 40MB | 1.2GB 12.1°SVGA * 16-bit 
Shs 8MB | 40MB | 810MB 10.4°TFT < 16-bit 
| 
hrs 8MB  40MB | 12GB 10.4°TFT | 16-bit 


Fax: (03) 9690 0208 


2.5hrs| 4MB | 32MB ' 420MB 
rev, an 8MB § 32MB | 420MB 
2.5hrs; 8MB | 40MB | 540MB 
2.5hrs 8MB © 40MB | 810MB 
Fax: (03) 9585 1596 
N\A | 4MB  20MB | 340MB 
N\A | 4MB i 20MB © 420MB 
NMA 8MB | 32MB | 540MB 
| 
| N\A | 8MB | 32MB | 810MB 
| rt 
ohrs . 8MB | 20MB | 340MB 


_8MB 
_8MB 


_ 8MB 





8MB | 40MB » 720MB 





Fax: (02) 684 4084 


| 2.ahrs | 8MB 40MB 
: Qhrs < 8MB | 40MB 
| hrs 8MB | 40MB 
; 2hrs | 8MB | 40MB 
| Qhrs | 8MB | 40MB 


| 

40MB | 720MB 
_ 40MB | 720MB 
40MB |» 720MB 
Fax: (02) 8371 9114 

: =a, 8MB 40MB (5 

| , 

2.3hrs | 4MB 


} 2hrs « 4MB 
a 















10.4°TFT 
AOA TFT 
hii 


16-bit 


sag TFE | 16-bit 
16-bit 


“4x Type ll 10.4"DSTN | N\A 
1 x Type tl 10.2°TFT | N\A 
1x Type lll 10.4"DSTN | 16-bit 
1x Type lll 10.4" TFT | 16-bit 
1 x Type Ill 5"Mono | 
1 x Type Ill .5"DSTN 
A x Type lll 99.5°TFT | 16-bi 
: 
x Type III bis -bi 
4 
: 
i1x Type lll |B.S"DSTN = N\A 
1x Type lll | 5.8*TFT Jma 
Px Type lll 10.2°TFT 9 16-bit 
Ax Type lll | 10.2°TFT | 16-bit 
x Type lll (10 4"SVGA | 16-bit 
| [ i 
10.4"DSTN | 16-bit 
'10.4"DSTN | 16-bit 


ee | N\A | 





9.5"Mono 
15°TFT 
















28 x 22 x 5.4cm 
28 x 22 x 5.4cm 
28 x 22 x 5.4cm 
28 x 22 x 5.4cm 
28 x 22 x 5.40m 


25.4 x 20.3 x 4.1cem 
30 x 22.4 x 56m 


28.2 x 18.5 x 4cm 

29.5 x 22.6 x 5¢m 
129.5 x 22.6 x 5em 
(29.5 x 22.6 x Som 
29.5 x 22.6 x 5cm 
(29.5 x 22.6 x Som 
29.5 x 22.6 x 5em 


i 
$ 
A 


29.7 x 21x 5,tem 
29.7 x 21x 5.1¢em 
24.6 x 20.1 x 4.3cm 
24.6 x 20.1 x 4.38cm 
29.7 x 21 x 44.2cm 


29.7 x 21 x 48.7em 
29.7 x 21 x 54.3¢em 
29.7 x 21 x 49.8cm 


29.7 x 21 x 49.8cm 


28 x 22 x 5cm 
28 x 22 x 5¢m 
31 x 23 x §.25¢em 
31x 23 x 5.25¢m 


26.8 x 20.4 x 4.5cm 
26.8 x 20.4 x 4.5cm 
28 x 22 x 4.6cm 


i 


‘209 x 23.6 x 5.5cm 


28.7 x 22.7 x 5.2cm 
29.9 x 23.8 x 5em 
'29 x 24.2 x 5.2cm 


29 x 24.2 x 5.2cm 


29x 24.2 x 5.2em 


: 28 x 22 x Sem 
/ 28 x 22 x Sem 
: 28 x 22 x Sem 
28 x 22 x Sem 
, 28 x 22 x Sem 
| 


28.8 x 22.7 x 5.5cm 


29.7 x 22 x 4.9cm 
29.7 x 22 x 4.9cm 





SE REET ZS 


== 


2 


3kg 


1.9kg 
2.6kg 


1.72kg 
3.23kg 
3.13kg 
3.13kg 
3.13kq 
3.3kg 

3.3kg 


2.4kq 
2.4kg 
2.04kg 
2.04kg 
2.8kg 
3.1kg 
3.1kg 
3kg 


3kg 


2.3kg 


| 2.3kg 


ae Mea 


eA AB 


' 


a 


3.2kq 
3.2kg 


2kg 
2.2kg 
2.4kg 


3.5kg 


2.9kg 
2.95kg 
2.8kg 


2.8kg 


2.8kg 


3kg 
3kg 
3kg 
3kg 
3kq 


2.8kg 


3kg 
3.3kg 






| 
| 
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WEFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 
WFW 3.11, carry bag, extra battery 


Win95, Works95, lifetime technical support 
PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 


_ intrared file transfer, access security, Win95, 7 MS titles 


WEW 3.11 
WFW 3.17 
WFW 3.11 
WFW 3.11 
WFW 3.11 
WFW 3.14 
WFW 3.11 


Lotus Organizer, Win95 

Lotus Organizer, Win95 

Lotus Organizer, Win95 

Lotus Organizer, Lotus Smartsuite, Win95 

PCI Bus, MPEG, fax voice, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 

PCi Bus, MPEG, fax voice, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 

PCI Bus, MPEG, fax voice, quad speed CD drive, 
speakers, infrared file transfer, Win95 

built in projection panel, remote control, speakers, 
video out to TV, voice data fax, Win95 

built in projection panel, remote control, speakers, 
video out to TV, voice data fax, cd-drive 


Lotus Organizer, WFW 3.11 
Lotus Organizer, WFW 3.11 
Lotus Organizer, Win95 
Lotus Organizer, Win95 


double speed CD drive, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, Win95 

PC! Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


PCI Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, 
access security, Win95 

PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 
PCI Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, 
access security, Win95 


Win95, infrared file transfer 
Win95, infrared file transfer 
Win95, infrared file transfer 
Win95, infrared file transfer 


> WinS5, infrared fils transfer 


infrared file transfer, Win95 


Win95, infrared fila transfer 
Win95, infrared file transfer 
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36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 
42 months 


12 months 
12 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 


36 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 
12 months 


12 months 


12 months 


12 months 
12 months 


12 months 


12 months 


12 months 


36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 
36 months 


36 months 


36 months 
36 months 


$5043 
$5229 
$5253 
$5709 


$6388 
$12,016 
$13,432 
$2949 
$3234 
$5606 


$7018 
$9943 
$41433 
$13,959 
$11,548 


$13,295 


| 

$3695 
| $4595 
| $5245 
$6795 


$1996ex 
| $2703ex 


$4882ex 
| $62330x 
\ 


ero 
$5249 


$7460 
$8342 
| $8716 
$4095 
$4895 
$5145 


$6599 
$6995 


$3995 


P.O.A 
P.0.A 


Dead PCs? Lost Data? 
Unidentified Faults? 


PC Maintenance and repair and Data Re- 
trieval is one of the fastest growing and most 
lucrative businesses in the worid! 


Whether you want to 

Profit from offering a service which is simple 
to provide when you have the right tools 

Profit from selling superior tools at unbeat- 
able prices 


Save the high costs of repairs to your own 
equipment 


IT FAST! 


Phone (07)3279 5551 
Fax (07)3279 4494 


Rescue 
Retrieves data from dead disks - even 
physically damaged disks! Recover any 
file type automatically from any drive re- 
gardiess of format. 


Trouble Shooter 


PC Diagnostics that really finds the bugs! 
Bypasses operating systems for guaran- 
teed results even on dead PCs. 


Pocket Post - 


The most feature packed Power-on Self - 
Test card in the world! 


Alert Card 


Test for and Monitor power and tempera- 
ture fluctations on PCs and Networks 


LAN Designer 


The first network design software that au- 
tomates the design and installation of the 
most complex network. Makes network in- 
stallation fast, easy, inexpensive! 


Discovery Card 
The ONLY product to guarantee detection 
of actual usage of any IRQ or DMA channell 
in any IBM compatible PC 


Skylight 
Windows trouble-shooting utility written in 


Windows. Reports information the way 
Windows sees it. 


Special prices for Computer 
Technicians. 


Dealers Wanted 





Cjbjectives 
Master Australian Distributors 
1 Bellambi Place, Westlake QLD 4074 


YOUR COMPUTER 





got really interesting — when ‘The Australian’s' 
David Higgins asked for a response to a 
Forrester Research survey finding that Notes 
was threatened with future irrelevance by the 
advance of the Web — the audio lines 
dropped out completely amid static. 

However the price cuts are very much on the 
record. Lotus said its Notes desktop client 
software will drop from $237 a seat to $107, 
and a new Notes Mail client will soon be avail- 
able at $84 a seat (for 100 or more licences). 
Notes server software will now cost $755 for 
single processor systems, $3500 for multi- 
processors. This is up on the current price of 
$420 for all processors, but Lotus will sweeten 
the deal by tossing in a free copy of its Web 
Publisher software, which currently costs 
$4157. Next year Lotus says it will deliver a 
Notes server that links HTTP, HTML and Java 
technology with the existing Notes server tech- 
nology; deliver Web-enable business applica- 
tion ‘frameworks’ — pieces of software code 
— for third party developers; provide an 
internotes Web Navigator browser to allow 
users to access the Web from Notes applica- 
tions .Will this make Lotus a maior force on the 
World Wide Web? 'We are the Web,’ insisted 
the voice from Beijing, just before the line 
dropped out yet again. 


Growing browser power 

Tim Berners-Lee, who created the Internet's 
World Wide Web five years ago, has warned 
that the system's future development may be 
hurt if too much information becomes depen- 
dent on browser software. ‘The browser is 
becoming a large, monolithic thing. From a 
software engineering point of view, that does- 
n't work. If you want to evolve, you have to 
divide that into manageable pieces and make 
those pieces independent,’ he said at the 
December Fourth International World Wide 
Web Conference in Boston, claimed to be the 
largest gathering of people doing the technical 
work behind the Web, More than 3000 pro- 
grammers were at the conference. Associated 
Press says Berners-Lee's comments appeared 
aimed at Netscape and Microsoft, though he 
did not criticise them directly, he added: 'At the 
end of the day, it's important that it's a worid- 
wide web. When you come to the point that 
you're going through the Web, and it says, ‘I'm 
sorry, you just cannot read this site unless you 
are using particular software,’ then the Web is 
no longer worldwide. Everybody loses.’ 


Diamond's World's Chat 

Diamond Multimedia and Worids Inc, designer 
of three-dimensional multi-user online ‘chat’ 
environments, have announced a bundling 
agreement where Diamond will include World's 
Chat with its line of multimedia and communi- 
cations products. Worid Chat allows Internet 
users to enter and travel through a virtual, ani- 
mated 3D world and talk through text with 
other World Chat participants from around the 
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Siemens Nixdorf , 
PCD4ND 1048 | $860x4\100 


PCD4ND 1333 Pentium 75 


Protege 750D 


PCD4ND 1345 | Pentium 75 
Syncomp 

7200D Pentium 75 : 
9200D Pentium 90 : 
7200T Pentium 75 i 
9200T Pentium 75 
Tasram | 


AB8BDX4\75 | 


Teco 

NBS 5x86M1\DX4. 
NB7 486DX4\1 
HB600 Pentium 75 | 
HB370 486DX4\75 _ 


Texas Instruments 






Tl Extensa 450 | 4860X4\75 
Tl Extensa 450T 486DX4\75 
TI Extensa 550 Pentium 75 | 
Ti Extensa - 
§50CDT Pentium 75 | 


| 
TravelMate 5000 Pentium 75 | 

| 
TravelMate 5200 Pentium 120 


Todaytech | 
Moebius NB4010 | 486DX4\100 
Moebius NB4020 | 486DX4\100 
Moebius NB5041 | Pentium | 


Toshiba 
Satellite T2110 
Satellite T2130CS 486DX4\75 
Satellite 12130CT 486DX4\75 | 
Satellite - | 
Proa00CDT Pentium 75 


| 486DX4\75 


Portege 610CT — Pentium 90 | 


Satellite - 
Pro410CDT Pentium 90 | 
Tecra 700CS Pentium 120 
Tecra 700CT Pentium 120 
; I 
Unicorn Computers 
Unicorn Pentium 75 | 
Unicorn Pentium 100 
Unicorn Pentium 133 


h 
zenith Data Systems 


Z-Star 486DX4\100. 
Z-Note MX - Pentium 75 
Z-Note MX - Pentium 75 
Z-Note GT Pentium 75 
Z-Note GT Pentium 75 
2-Note GT Pentium 90 
Z-Note GT Pentium 90 


Ph: (02) $955 8077 





Ph: 1 800 643 870 





N\A | 128KB. NiMH 2hrs | 4MB 20MB 
Yes | 256KB NIMH 2.3hrs| SMB 40MB 
Yes  256KB NiMH | 2hrs | 8M 40MB 
Ph: (02) 798 9777 Fax: (02) 798 9799 _ 
Yes  256KB_ Li-ion) 2hrs | SMB 64MB ° 
Yes 256KB Li- ‘ion 2hrs = 8BMB | COG 4MB 
Yes | 256KB Li-ion | 2hrs | 8MB | 64MB 
Yes | 256KB Li-ion 2hrs |.“ 8MB | «64MB 
Ph: (002) 31 14189 Fax: (002) a1 4067 
‘NiMH 32MB | 


N\A | N\A 2a 8MB 


Ph: (03) 9720 \" 


Yes | N\A | NIMH | 2hrs | 4MB 
Yes = N\A | NIMH 2hrs 9 8MB 
Yes | 256KB | NIMH 2hrs = 8MB 
Yes N\A NIMH 2hrs_ 8B 


Ph: (02) 910 se 


- NIMH 2hrs 


N\A j NIA | 4MB 
N\A | N\A NiMH | 2hrs = 4MB 
Yes 256KB | NiMH | 2hrs = 8MB 
Yes § 256KB | NIMH | 2hrs = 8MB 
Yes 266KB Li-ion’ 6hrs | 8MB 
Yes 256KB — Li-ion’ Ghrs © 8MB 


et a 














\ 


| 32MB 
/ 20MB 
40MB 
32MB 


Fax: (02) 878 4404 


' 32MB 
32MB 
40MB 

| 40MB 

] 


32MB 


32MB 


Fax: (03) arte 5356 


q 


Fax: (02) 9955 8414 


20MB . 


20MB + 


20MB 


28MB 
| 28MB 
32MB 
_ 40MB 


_ 40MB 


_ 40MB 
48 MB 


48 MB 


40MB 
40MB 


40MB 
I 


20MB 
40MB 
40MB 
40MB 


40MB 


{ 


 40MB 


N\A 128KB 2hrs | 8MB 
N\A  256KB NiMH» 2hrs > 8MB 
N\A 256KB | NiMH = 2hrs_ = 8MB 
Ph: 1 BOO 021 100 
N\A NIA NiMH  2.7hrs | 4M8 
N\A N\A NiMH 2hrs =| 8MB 
N\A 7° N\A NiMH § 2hrs 9 SMB 
YS N\A Li-ion * 2hrs 8MB 
Yes N\A Li-ion | 2.5hrs  8MB 
Yes N\A Li-ion} 2hrs | 8MB 
NiA | NIA Li-ion || 2.5hrs! 8MB 
N\A N\A Li-ion | 2.5hrs) 16MB 
| 
Ph: 4 800 810 400 
Yes | 256KB | NIMH | N\A 8MB 
Yes 256KB | NiMH NIA 8MB 
Yes 256KB | NIMH | NiA — 8MB 
| i 
Ph: dy 417 won Fax: (02) 417 8802 
N\A N\A fe 3hrs | 4MB 
Yes 256KB | NiMH | 4hrs_ | 8MB 
Yes 256KB NiMH © 4hrs | 8MB 
Yes 256KB Li-ion = 4.5hrs | 8MB 
Yes 256KB . Li-ion | 4.5hrs 8MB 
Yas 258KB Li-ion |) 4.5hrs | 8MB 
j 
Yes 256KB Li-ion = 4.5hrs 8MB 


40MB 


: 


340MB 
1.2GB 
1.2GB 


1 x Type ill 
1 x Type Ill 
1x Type Ill 


540MB | 1x Type Ill 
S40MB - 1 x Type Ill 
540MB 1x Type Ill 
S40MB = 1 x Type Ill 


340MB ‘ 1 x Type ill 


S40MB 1x Type Ill 
340MB | 1 x Type ill 
340MB 4 x Type iil 
340MB | 1x Type Hl 


340MB _ 
340MB 
520MB 


1 x Type ill 
1 x Type Ill 
1 x Type Ill 


520MB_ 1 x Type Ill 


770MB | 1x Type lll 


1.2GB I; x Type Til 
z 


 540MB | 1 x Type lll 
540MB | t x Type Il 
540MB : 1 x Type ft! 


350MB | 1 x Type Ill 
520MB | 1 x Type Ill 


520MB | 1 x Type lil 
810MB 1 x Type fll 


810MB + 1 x Type Ill 


810MB | 1 x Type Ill 


1.13GB 1 x Type Ill 


1.43GB 1x Type Ill 


500MB | 1 x Type IV 


S00MB 1 x Type IV 


500MB 1 x Type IV 


420MB > 
540MB 
810MB 
810MB 


1 x Type lil 
1 x Type lil 
1x Type Ill 
1x Type {I 
1x Type Il 
1 x Type Il! 
1 x Type I 
1 x Type Ill 
1 x Type I 
1x Type Ill 
1 x Type li 


810MB 


1.3GB 


1.3GB 


9.S°TFT N\A 
10.4°DSTN | 16-bit 
. TFT 9 16-bit 


“10. 4"DSTN | 16-bit 
(10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
0 TFT ‘G “bit 


to." DSTN a bit 


i? eter N\A 


at, 3"DSTN | 16-bit 
40. 4°DSTN | 16-bit 
'40.4"DSTN | 16-bit 


59.5" Mono : -bit 
j | 


N\A 
N\A 
16-bit 


10.4"DSTN 
10.4°TFT 
10.4"DSTN 


4 
ii 


16-bit 


10.4°TFT | 18-bit 


10.4°SVGA | 16-bit 


| 16-bit 
16-bit 
16 Bit 


9. 5"DSTN 
9. 5"TFT 
‘ga 


9. 5*Mono MA 
10, 4"DSTN N\A 
"40.4°TFT N\A 
“10.4°TFT ‘16-bit 


| 
69.5°TFT | 16-bit 
| 


aM "TFT 16-bit 


16-bit 


11.3°TFT 


in 3"DSTN 
"16-bit 


TREAT Sa Tn 


te 
Et 
- 


i 


“10.3°DSTN | 16-bit 





/41.3"DSTN 16-bit 


11.3°TFT e 
i 


“9.4"DSTN ~N\A 
10.4"DSTN | 16-bit 
10.5°TFT | 16-bit 
11.3"DSTN | 16-bit 
10.4°TFT | 16-bit 
11.3°TFT | 16-bit 
12.1"TFT | 16-bit 





| 
| 


- 








29.7 x 22 x 4.9cm 
29.7 x 22 x 4.90m 
29.7 x 22 x 4.9cm 


29.5 x 22.6 x 5.2cm 
29.4 x 22.5 x 5.9cm 


29.7 x 20.9 x 4.9em 
29.7 x 20.9 x 4.9em 
29.5 x 22 x 5.4cm 
29.5 x 22 x 5.4com 
27.9 x 22.1 x 5.6cem 


27.9 x 22.1 x 5.6cem 


N\A 
N\A 
N\A 


29.9 x 22.6 x 4.9em 
29.9 x 22.6 x §.3em 
29.9 x 22.6 x 5.1¢em 
29.9 x 23 x 5.5cem 


25.1% 21% 4.8em 


29.9 x 23 x 5.5¢em 
29.7 x 22.9 x 5.9cm 


29.7 x 22.9 x 5.9em 


28 x 22 x 5.4em 
28 x 22 x §.4cm 


28 x 22 x 5.4cm 


: Win95, infrared file transfer 
_ Win96, infrared file transfer 
* Win95, infrared file transfer 























































PCI Bus, Win95, built in speaker and mic 
PCI Bus, Win95, built in speaker and mic 
PCI Bus, Win95, built in speaker and mic 
PCI Bus, Win95, built in speaker and mic 


Win95, carry bag 
Win95, carry bag 
 Win95, carry bag 
CD ROM drive, speakers, carry bag, Win95 


Wings 
Win9S 
PCI Bus, Win95, built in speaker and mic 


PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 
infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 
PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 
infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


access security, Win95 


speakers, carry bag, Win95 
CD ROM drive, speakers, carry bag, Win95 
CD ROM drive, speakers, carry bag, Win95 


Win95 
Win95 
Win95 


infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 
PCI Bus, speakers, infrared fila transfer, 
access security, Win95 


infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


PCI Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, 
access security, Win95 

PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 

infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 
PCI Bus, inbuilt CD drive, speakers, 


32-bit, PC] Bus, speakers, infrared file transfer, 


PCI Bus, inbuilt quad speed CD drive, speakers, 


PCi Bus, inbuilt quad speed CD drive, speakers, 
PCI Bus, inbuilt quad speed CD drive, speakers, 


PCI Bus, inbuilt quad speed CD drive, speakers, 


i 

29.5 x 22.5 x 5.6cem 
29.5 x 22.5 x 5.6cm 
29.5 x 22.5 x 5.6cm 
29.5 x 22.5 x 5.6cm 
30.2 x 22.6 x 5.1¢m 
28.5 x 23 x 4.9¢m 

30.3 x 24.4 x 4.3cm 

















| 20.8 x 22 x §cem 

28.1 x 22.1 x 4.9cem 
28.1 x 22.1 x 4.9cm 
30.5 x 23.1 x 5.6cm 
30.5 x 23.1 x 5.6cm 
30.5 x 23.1 x 5.6cm 


30.5 x 23.1 x 5.6cm 


infrared file transfer, access security, Win95 


WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities 
PCl Bus, WFW 3.17 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities 
PCI Bus, WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities 


PCI Bus, WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities, 


inbuilt CD drive, IrDA 


PC! Bus, WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities, 


inbuilt CD drive, IrDA 


PC] Bus, WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities, 


inbuilt CD drive, IrDA 


PCI Bus, WFW 3.11 or Win95, Netscape and Norton Utilities, 


inbuilt CBD drive, IrDA 


W grand 


36 months 
36 months 
36 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 


12 months 


t2 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


36 months 


36 months 


36 months 
36 months 


36 months 


36 months 
36 months 


36 months 


12 months 
12 months 
12 months 
12 months 


12 months 


42 months 


12 months 





$F TEI AAR TEN A ANU MIAN 


P.O.A 
$5415 
$6585 


$4995 
$5355 
$5995 
$6355 


$3100 


$2189 
$3800 
$3969 
$4229 


$3410 
$3416 
$5200 


PNP bet ie ean TB eA oS SO A 7G a ay te AER! 
= 


$6100 


$6900 


$8490 


$3350 
$4900 
$4950 


$2525 
$3956 
$4977 


$7964 


$8296 


$9364 


$9364 


$11,945 


$4195 


$5690 


$6790 


$3395 
$5400 
$6665 
$7715 
$8950 
$11728 


$12345 


30 Grenier Drive 
Archerfield Airport 


: Brisbane QLD. 4108 


| Phone 07 3275 1985 


| “Mobil 019 614 197 
= — pom ion e Software 
e Printers © Multimedia 
© Networks © Upgrades 


Credit Cards Accepted 


MPEG PLAYBA CK CARD 


[A } 24 bit “true Colour" output (16.7m colours) 


(7) Stereo CD quality MPEG 1 & 2 Audio 


| oY “yf } Simultaneous play back on both VGA 
monitor and PAL or NTSC television 


(7 ) Full screen Playback of Video CD & 
CDI movies and music discs at all 
video and audio resolutions. 

(AS ) Fully compatibility with ISO 11172 
standard MPEG 1 video format 
at all frame rates. 


fe¢MEGASIS« 


COMPUTERS 


EDGE 486 AND PENTIUM SYSTEMS 


IBM 586 M1 PCI & ISA, (486 MAINBOARD)......... $1699 
Pentium ¥100 PCI & {SA, 256K Cache 
Pentium V120 PCI & ISA, 256K Cache 
Pentium V133 PCI & ISA, 256K Cache 


ALL ABOVE SYSTEMS INCLUDE: 
* 8 MB SIMMS Ram + 1.0 GIG HARD DISK DRIVE 
+ 1.44 MB Floppy Disk Drive ¢ 1 MB PCI Super VGA Card 
+ 104 Mitsumi Keyboard 
+ Non interlaced Super VGA 14” Monitor » Mouse and Mouse pad 


« Mini Tower case w/ 200W Power Supply or Desktop Case w/ 200W Power Supply 


PPC COMPUTERS one 


j Ph (07) 3367 2323 Fax (07) 3369 8782 





* IDEI/0 Controtler 16650 UART 28.iP 


2 YEAR SYSTEM WARRANTY 

BEMOeY HARD DISK DRIVES 
16 MB RAM $355 1 6 GIG HARD DISK DRIVE $140 
32 MB RAM $1090 

SOFTWARE (SOLD WITH SYSTEM ONLY} 
64 MB RAM S285 aOR MOLE 
VIDEO CARDS MS DOS 6.22 $85 
DIAMOND STEALTH 2M $185 MS WINDOWS 95 $170 
MONITORS MS DOS 6.22 & WINDOWS 3 11 $170 
KTX 28 DPNONINT/ OW RADY PULSCREEN $450 MMS: WORKS FOR WINDOWS §85 
KTX 15" DIGITAL FLAT NON INT MPRIT $180 MS PUBLISHER FOR WINDOWS sil? 
KTX 17" DIGITAL FLAT NON INT L/RAD $685 MS MONEY $30 
MISCELLANEOUS HUDMEDIA 
MiDI TOWER $48 = QUAD SPIN CD ROM/MICROSOFT/KIX KT 
FULL TOWER $85 MS WORKS/ENCARTA/DANGEROUS 


107 KEYBOARD HEAVY MITSUMI-R §25 
1.2. MB AWTSUM FLOPPY DISK DRIVE $85 
TRITON MOTHERBOARD & SV2K CACHE $65 
CONNNER 850 MB HARD DISK DRIVE $380 


PRINTERS ADOITONAL PRINTERS AVAIL 

EPSON STYLUS 82) 435 
EPSON COLOUR UPGRADE (STYLUS 820) $230 
EPSON STYLUS COLOUR IS $599 
STYLUS COLOUR I $820 
CANNON BJ200EX $340 
CANNON 8J4000C $695 


HEWLETT PACKARD 400 COLOUR $485 


CREATURES) MS MONEY /GOLF & SPEAKERS $1390 
HEX SPN CD ROM/MCROSOFT/KIX KT (§.499 
SPEAR LEGRADE TO 25\WATT ID KTONDY) $55 





SPEAKER UPGRADE FO 160 WATT ICD KT ONY) $100 
STEREO 16 817 SOUND CARD $145 
FAX MODEMS 

INTERNAL 14400 FAX MODEM $170 
EXTERNAL 14400 FAX MODEM- VOICE 
RECOGNITION $290 
EXTERNAL 28800 FAX MODEM $399 


Megasis Computers 
1164 South Rd, Clovelly Park S.A. 5042 
Telephone: (08) 374 3466 


February 1996 ‘your computer 


105 


106 





YOUR COMPUTER 


world. World's Chat debuted on the internet 
early last year as a means of displaying 
World's technological capabilities. The compa- 
ny opened the area to anyone who could run 

a Winsock application. Within weeks the com- 
pany claims people were flocking to the site to 
explore the free, 3D chat world. 


MIS managers losing grip 

Australian businesses are once again looking 
at IT as a potential catalyst for change and 
competitive advantage, according to findings 
in an IDC survey report, 1995 Forecast for 
Management: IT Management Metrics and 
Technology Adoption. ‘The result of this 
change in mindset is that organisations are 
moving on from topics such as business 
process re-engineering and downsizing,‘ said 
Peter Hind, IDC's manager user programs. 
"These subjects seemed all-pervasive 12 
months ago — they dominated the iT press 
and the conference circuit. Now, it seems the 
topics of interest are either technologies which 
can revitalise an organisation and gain ita 
competitive advantage or else best practice 
methodologies which can enable it to better 
hamess IT.’ 

More than 320 organisations across Australia 
responded to the survey. According to Hind 
an increasing amount of the !T budget is now 
controlled by end-user departments rather 
than MIS. ‘The action now seems to be taking 
place outside the data centre,’ said Hind. The 
figures show on a sector by sector basis 
spending is up, though — to the surprise of 
some — government spending as a percent- 
age of revenue is down from 2.85 to 2.04%. 


Xerox' XPrint 

Fuji Xerox has put a new desktop colour print- 
er on the market, the Xerox XPrint 4920. 
According to Xerox, the 4920 prints three 
pages per minute in full colour and 12 pages 
per minute in black and white. It delivers a 
print resolution of 600 by 600dpi and uses 
Xerox patented Quad Dot Technology which 
the company claims ensures uniform gradi- 
ents, crisp fine lines and rich halftones. 





COMPUTA NIKNAX 


486DX2-66 VLB/PCI system $1299 
486DX4-100 VLB/PCI system $1399 
Above systems have: 4MB ram, 850MB HDD 
1MB VLB video, VLB I/O, 14” Ni monitor, 101 KB 
Pentium 100 PCI systems $1990 
Pentium 120 PCI systems $2099 
Above systems have: 8MB ram, 850MB HDD 
1MB PCI video, PCI I/O, 14” NI monitor, 101 KB 
Quad speed CDROM kits from $430 
SPECIAL: Upgrade to 1.1GB HDD for $120 
SPECIAL: Canon BJ200ex only $359 
14.4K Dynalink Internal Fax/Modem $179 
100’s of CDROM titles from as little as $20 
All prices include sales tax 


|_ UPGRADES ** REPAIRS ** SERVICE _| 
PH: (041) 111 6834 FAX: (042) 722 424 
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comean 4 gares® euow civ grate postcot” 
At Computers 153 Unley Rd Unley SA 5061 
Acer Computer 112-118 Talavera Rd N.Ryde sydney NSW 2113 
ADE Australia 127 York St City Sydney NSW 2000 
AST Australia 706 Mowbray Rd Lane Cove Sydney NSW 2066 
Bestone 987 Victoria Rd West Ryde Sydney NSW 2114 
Bytepower 81 Newmarket Rd Windsor Qld 4030 
Canon 1 Thomas Holt Drive North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
Compaq 18-20 Orion Rd Lane Cove Sydney NSW 2066 
Computer Domain 1/80 Centra! Ave Oak Flats NSW 2529 
Datamini Computers 21 Morgan St Fortitude Valley Qld 4006 
David Jones Elizabeth St City Sydney NSW 2001 
Dell Direct 18/25 Frenchs Forest Rd Frenchs Forest Sydney NSW 2086 
Digital Equipment 410 Concord Rd Rhodes NSW 2138 
Dual Technology 
Dynatechnics 423 Church St Parramatta Sydney NSW 2151 
Edge Computer 100 Cromwell St Collingwood Vic 3066 
Formosa International 2/80 Hope St South Brisbane Brisbane Old 4101 
Harvey Norman 239 Parramatta Rd Auburn Sydney NSW 2144 
Hewlett Packard 31-41 Joseph St Biackburn Vic 3130 
IBM Coonara Ave Pennant Hills Sydney NSW 2120 
Liberty(Daewoo) 7/25 George St Homebush Sydney NSW 2140 
Microarts 284-290 City Rd S.Melbourne Melbourne ‘Vie 3205 
Mitac 353 Warrigal Rd Cheltenam Melbourne Vic 3189 
Moebius 120 Pacific Hwy N Sydney sydney NSW 2060 
NEC 20 Rodborough Rd Frenchs Forest Sydney NSW 2086 
Olivetti 110 Silverwater Rd Silverwater Sydney NSW 2128 
Osborne Gateway 2000 6-10 Talavera Rd N. Ryde Sydney NSW 2116 
Pearl Computer 30 Oxley Ave St ives Sydney NSW 2075 
Samsung G/10-16 South St Rydalmere NSW 2116 
Sharp 1 Huntingwood Dr Blacktown Sydney NSW 2148 
Siemens Nixdorf 
Syncomp 4 Wetherill St Silverwater Sydney NSW 2141 
Tasram S Warwick St City Hobart Tas 7000 
Tech Star 2-31 Black St Milton Old 4064 
Teco Australia 
Texas Instruments Lv 14/380 Khartoum Rd North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
Toshiba 84-92 Talavera Rd North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
Unicorn Computers 
Z-Express (Zenith) 13/1 Short St Chatswood Sydney NSW 2067 

Asia-Pacific printer market IDC said. 


Printer sales in the Asia-Pacific 
region are not being affected moves 
towards a paperless office, despite 
the growing awareness and compli- 
ance regarding electronic data inter- 
change (EDI) by certain industry and 
government segments in the region. 
This is according to International 
Data Corporation (IDC), a market 
research and consulting firm. 

In a recently pubiished study on 
the Asia-Pacific printer market, IDC 
forecasts a 15% compound annual! 
growth rate (CAGR) in terms of unit 
shipments, and a 20% CAGR in 
terms of value shipments of printers 
for the 1995 to 1999 period. In 1994, 
regional printer shipment stood at 
3,630,482 units worth US$2.785 bil- 
lion, with the smail office/home office 
as the largest application segment, 


Tne Asia Pacific region, accord- 
ing to IDC definitions, is composed of 
the large country markets of Australia 
and Korea, the economically vibrant 
markets of Singapore and Hongkong, 
and the emerging markets of the 
Philippines, Vietnam, China, India, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia. 

The market for impact printers 
(serial dot-matrix and line printers) is 
not likely to peak in the next few 
years. In 1994, impact printers made 
up 43% of the market share in units 
and 30% in value. By 1998, accord- 
ing to IDC projections, the impact 
market is estimated to be less than 
30% of the total printer market in unit 
shipments, and around 12 to 18% in 
value. Inkjet printers are the biggest 
threat to the market, particularly the 
24-pin serial dot-matrix printers, 





prone 


(08) 272 3027 
(02) 870 1999 
(02) 267 5272 
(02) 415 5400 
(02) 809 3832 
(07) 857 2388 
(02) 805 2000 
(02) 911 1999 
(042) 57 4171 
(07) 3252 1025 
(02) 266 5544 

1 800 808 312 
132 393 

(03) 9872 6122 
(02) 630 4499 
(03) 9416 0099 
(07) 3846 7979 
(02) 647 2611 
13 1347 

13 2426 

(02) 736 1710 
(03) 9696 5955 
(03) 9585 1055 
(02) 9955 8077 
(02) 930 2000 
(02) 748 2600 
(02) 844 8448 
(02) 440 8855 
(02) 638 5200 
(02) 831 9350 
1800 643 870 
(02) 748 4777 
(002) 31 1189 
(07) 3367 1444 
(03} 9720 4411 
(02) 910 3100 
(02) 887 3322 
1800 810 400 
(02) 417 1522 
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{02) 809 1643 


(07) 857 1828 


(042) 57 4172 
(07) 3252 1009 
(02) 267 7326 


(02) 630 1526 


(02) 736 2287 
(03) 9690 0208 


(02) 9955 8414 
(02) 748 3390 


(02) 844 8550 
(02) 440 8966 


(002} 31 4067 
(07) 3367 1331 


because inkjets street prices are well 
below $500. 

In the non-impact market (inkjet, 
laser, and thermal printers), inkjets are 
currently growing in unit shipments at 
a much faster rate when compared to 
laser printers. IDC predicts that inkjet 
prices will slip further as this printer 
type continues to grow and eat into the 
impact market share. By 1998, howev- 
er, 'inkjets are expected to plateau and 
lasers will get into replacing inkjets, 
especially in areas where speed is a 
significant factor,’ said IDC. 

As for the future of thermal print- 
ers, IDC predicts that it will be slow in 
unit shipment terms. ‘Thermals, to an 
extent, have got into a niche market 
and it seems rather unlikely that they 
will come out of it and proliferate into 
the general corporate applications in 
the near future.’ 





Microsoft 

lands simulator 

Microsoft has acquired the company 
that developed the popular Flight 
stimulator game. Microsoft paid an 
undisclosed amount for the Bruce 
Artwick Organisation (BAO), a private- 
ly held company which developed 
Flight Simulator, Flight Simulator 
Flight Shop, Tower, Space Simulator 
and various scenery accessory 
packages. 

The two companies are hardly 
strangers. Microsoft and Bruce 
Artwick have had a business relation- 
ship centring around Flight Simulator 
for more than 15 years. Artwick will 
stay on as a consultant to Microsoft in 
the design and development of new 
titles, while the majority of BAO's 30 
employees wiil relocate to Redmond, 
Washington. 





More money in disk drives 

Disk drive shipments are up 26% this year, 
reflecting the boom in personal computers, 
reports market analysis company Dataquest. 
Total shipments for 1995 topped 86.6 mil- 
lion. Dataquest said Quantum was the 
leader with 22.3% of the market, slightly 
down from 23.1% last year. Then came 
Seagate with 19.3% (18.7%); Western 
Digital 14.2% (12.8%); and Conner (13.5%). 
Dataquest had a rosy outlook for 1996, 
which it said could easily be the most prof- 
itable year in the history of the industry. 
Overall 1996 growth will slow to 15%, but 
the massive price-cutting campaigns that 
have plagued the industry should decline, 
boosting profits. 


DEC launches publishing system 
Digital Equipment Corp's new Mediaplex 
Application Development System is designed 
to help spur development of ‘interactive con- 
tent’ by letting authors publish of the Web, 
PCs, and set-top boxes, in either Unix, 
Windows NT, or Windows. The system 
includes bundled tools from Macromedia, said 
Digital's Ira Smotroff, product manager for 
application authoring. ‘We're providing one- 
stop shopping for one-to-many publishing,’ 
summed up Smotroff. The system, due to ship 
this quarter, combines an Alpha workstation 
capable of dual booting for Digital Unix and 
Windows NT with an Intel Pentium-based PC 
and Authoring software. 


Novell leads the way 

Novell has a big lead in the network race with 
Microsoft's catch-up strategy hobbled, accord- 
ing to a report from US-based research com- 
pany Forrester Research — paid for and 
speedily relayed to the press by Novell 
Australia. The report says Novell will remain the 
dominant provider of network operating sys- 
tems while Microsoft NT wiil become a critical 
application platform. According to Novell, the 
report recommends that large companies with 
NetWare-only or mixed networking environ- 
ments should stick with NetWare as their net- 
working operating systems. 


HP plans net publishing 
Hewlett-Packard has annouunced agreements 
with Netscape and Microsoft to enhance print- 
ing from the Internet and says the deais will 
accelerate a move to publish documents on 
paper via the Net. HP says the companies will 
work together to develop non-propriety printing 
standards; for HyperText Markup Language 
(HTML), the language used by content 
providers to develop World Wide Web sites. 
The new printing extensions will allow users to 
print information in the same graphics-rich for- 
mat in which it was originally designed — 
impossible under current HTML technology, 
according to HP. Despite predictions that the 
internet and office networks would reduce the 
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C4103 pan} BKB NLA D(12 cpl) 250 LOVf2 epi) 63 11-ineh 240 2 144epi 
C415(9 pin| AKB Nia D(12 cpi) 250 | LOY'? opi) 6a 16-inch 240 x 1ddapi 
LX-300(9 pin} 4KB NLA D(12 cpi) 264 LQ(12 cpi) 53 B- inch 240 x 144dpi 
LQ-300(24 pin) 8KB Hid D(12 cpi) 240 LQ(12 cpi) 80 &-inch 360dpi 
LQ-570(24 pin) 8KB Nia D(12 cpi) 269 § LQ{i2cpi)90 Sines 360dpi 
LQ-1070+(24 pin) 8KB HA D(12 cpi) 269 LQ(12 cpi} 90 Wab4mch |} 360dpi 
LQ-870(24 pin) 64KB H3(10 cgi) 300 D(12 cpi) 330 LQ(12 cpi} 110 | 8-inck 72 x 240dpi 
DL 700(24 pin) 24K6 N\A Di10 epi) 180 LO(10. cpi} 60 10-inch Iban ni 
DL 1150(24 pin) 24K HS(12 cpi) 240 Ciiz cpl) 216 | LO(t2 cpi) 72 13-inch Jap 
DL 1250({24 pin) 2aKE HS(12 cpi) 240 Dit? epi) 218 LQ(12 cpi) 72 16.4mch 360dpi 
DL 3700{24 pin) FLCC HS(12 cpi) 400 [412 cpl 360 § LO(12 cpi) 120 | 1O.54meh | Seddpi 

' Oki ML184(9 pin) 2KB HS(i2 cpi} 300 D(10 cpi) 240 LQ(12 cpi) 50 8.5-inch 240 x 216dpi 
Oki ML 320(9 pin) 12KB HS(12 cpi} 360 D(12 cpi} 300 LQ(12 cpi) 63 10-inch |! 240 x 216dpi 

. Oki ML 321(9 pin) 12KB HS(12 cpi) 360 D(12 epi) 300 LQ(12 cpi) 63 16-inch 240 x 216dpi 

; Oki ML 590(24 pin) 64KB HS(15 epi) 450 D(10 epi} 320 LQ(10 cpi) 107 | 10-inch | 360dpi 

— Oki ML 591(24 pin) 64KB HS(15 cpi) 450 B(10 epi) 320 LQ(i0 cpi) 107 | 16-inch 360dpi 
L024100(24 pin) T6RE NiA Diiz epi) 192 LOfi2 epi} 64 B-ich S60api 
LC240C(24 pin) 16,858 HiA Bitz epi) 192 LOC? opi} 64 eine h : SbOdol 
LC24200CL(24 pin) =| S0KB NA OP epi 222 | LOM2 oper | ttsinch  F SedepI 
XB24200(24 pin} ake Ho(10 epi) 332 Di12 cpl) 300 LO(iz2 cpl) 100 PF inch 2a 0api 
Pinwriter P2000(24 pin} N\A HS(10 cpii 200 D(i2 cpi) 100 LQ(12 cpi) 87 8-inch 360dpi 
Pinwriter P6200(24 pin)’ 48KB HS(i2 cpi) 300 D(12 cpi) 200 LQ(12 cpi) 100 | 11-inch 360dpi 
Pinwriter P6300(24 pin) 48KB HS(12 cpi} 300 D(12 epi) 200 LQ(12 cpi) 100 | 16.6-inch 360dpi 
Pinwriter P8000(24 pin): 16KB HS(12 cpi) 300 D(12 cpi) 200 LO(12 epi) 100 16.6-inch 360dpi 
Pinwriter P9000(24 pin) | 80KB HS(12 spi} 400 D(i2 cpi) 200 LQ(12 cpi) 133 || 16.8-inch 360dpi 


need for hard-copy printing, the opposite is 
proving true, HP says. It says the Internet 
offers the opportunity for cheaper publishing 
by distributing via the Net, then printing, 
instead of the traditional method of printing 
documents first, then distributing the paper 
physically. 


Banksia diais into growth 
Modem-maker Banksia Technology says it 
grew 80% percent in 1995 and aims to topple 
NetComm as the leading Australian modem 
producer in 1996. According to MD David 
Stewart, ‘Our major competitor (unnamed but 
plainly NetComm) has around 27% of the 
modem market. 'Banksia with almost 20% is 
closing in fast — and we've got one-third the 
number of employees,’ he said in a press 
statement. While NetComm has been moving 
out of export markets, Banksia says its plans 
for 1996 include an increased export drive in 
Asia. The company last week launched a new 
modem-cum-answering machine on the 
Australian market. MyVoiceModem is a V34 
28.8kbps device with built-in voice mail, faxing 
and pager connections. The package includes 
an integrated headset and microphone. 


Omnibook gets 12-hour battery 
AER Energy Resources is shipping a zinc-air 
battery for the Hewlett-Packard OmniBook 
claimed to run the notebook PC for up to 12 


continuous hours between charges. Current 
batteries typically provide only two to four 
hours of run-time between charges, according 
to AER. The zinc-air battery is not direct 
replacement for the OmniBook’s own battery, 
but attaches to the underside of the computer. 


Hitachi drives for notebooks 
Hitachi claims a new family of 2.5-inch hard 
drives now being marketed in Australia will set 
the standard for dual-usage notebook PCs, 
powerful enough to be used as desktop 
replacements as well as mobile computers. 
The new drives, built in the Philippines, have 
an average seek time of 12ms and capacities 
up to 1.3GB. 


Internet Worid 

Mecklermedia will link its Internet World shows 
in Australia into a global marketing network 
embracing 12 cities, according to organiser 
Kirby Network Services, which organised the 
trial Internet World Asia Pacific held in Sydney 
in August, says it has stitched up a co-pro- 
duction deal with MecklerMedia for all future 
shows. The next internet World Australia 
Pacific is scheduled for Darling Harbour, 
Sydney, August 20 to 22, 1996. Other cities to 
be blessed with the MecklerMedia accolade 
include San Jose, Boston, London, Toronto, 
Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Seoul, Tokyo, Rio, Sao 
Paolo and Mexico City. 
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Gates' banking strategy 

Microsoft's Bill Gates has unleashed his long- 
awaited strategy for on-line banking. 'We've 
been working closely with retail banks and the 
technology companies that serve them to 
develop a single technology infrastructure that 
offers tremendous strategic and operational 
advantage,’ Gates revealed. In a press release, 
Gates said Microsoft is adopting an ‘open’ 
approach to online banking, with a reported 
200 banks woridwide committed to ‘roll out 
branch networks based on Microsoft Windows 
NT server.’ The company says it is offering a 
range of Internet publishing tools for banks 
and the much-debated Secure Transaction 
Technologhy it developed in liaison with Visa. 


Sony's first PC 

Sony says it will release its first personal com- 
puter — probably based on intel chips — in 
the second half of this year. Reuters says the 
company already is in a partnership with Intel. 
Asked about Sony's pricing plans, a Sony 
spokesman told Reuters the machine will 
come with a ‘slight premium to what we see in 
the marketplace today, but not an exorbitant 
premium. ' 


CompuServe cpens browser door 
CompuServe said it will implement an open 
standards strategy when it comes to its mem- 
bers using the Internet and the World Wide 


$1509 
| 


Web. The online service announced its sub- 
scribers will soon be able to use any Web 
browser in connection with its network. 
CompuServe said it will be the first online ser- 
vice in the industry that will allow its members 
to use any Web browser. ‘Why should it matter 
what glasses you look through' when if comes 
to viewing the Web, says Jeff Shafer, 
CompuServe spokesperson. ‘We're not going 
to limit what you can do on the service by lim- 
iting you to a specific browser.’ 


Concryption 

security Dynamics pians to license 
Coneryption, a just-patented technology com- 
bining encryption and compression, to outside 
companies for use with a variety of security 
and compression protocols, revealed Kenneth 
Weiss, chairman and chief technical officer, 
during an interview with Newsbytes. 

‘It is my belief that Concryption will solve the 
two biggest problems that exist today: the 
need for privacy and more available band- 
width,’ Weiss told Newsbytes. ‘Compression 
has been catching on. It takes less time today 
to send a whole page of fax than it used to, for 
example, and part of that is because of better 
data compression. But encryption has not 
caught on in the way it should, because of 
time, expense issues and the hassles of key 
management.’ 

Stil, though, available bandwidth for data stor- 


Novelli NetWare Web Server 

Novell has announced it is shipping its new 
NetWare Web Server and version 5 of LAN 
Workgroup for Microsoft Windows and DOS. 
NetWare Web Server (NWS) is a software sys- 
tem that lets users take advantage of the fea- 
tures of NetWare 4.1 while using the Internet 
for internal and external publishing. NetWare 
Web Server was announced at the Internet 
World Expo in Boston in late October and is 
shipping earlier than expected. 

NWS supports symmetric multiprocessing and 
is scalable to meet the Internet publishing and 
access needs of users. The software instails 
‘out of the box’ on top of the NetWare 4.1 net- 
work operating system. According to Novell, 
beta customers reported successful installa- 
tion, configuration and creation of a simple 
World Wide Web page in about 10 minutes. 


Compag top vendor 

Worries early in 1995 that the US personal 
computer market's growth might slow down 
this year have turned out to be unfounded, 
research firm IDC said in a market forecast 
released in late December. IDC said the PG 
market in the United States grew 22% in 1995, 
a slightly better growth rate than 1994's 20%. 
IDC also said Compaq remains the number 
one PC vendor in the US market, but Packard 
Bell is close behind with Apple running third. 
Once-mighty IBM is in fourth piace, followed in 
order by Gateway 2000, Dell Computer, 
Hewlett-Packard, Acer America, Toshiba, and 
AST Research. 
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ment 100 
nh oaet Enviro” gnemoryl, utter aesoistl? epee? 
Brother Ph: (02) 887 4344 
HJ-400 . Win\DOS 12KB - 32KB 360dpi 2ppm 
Canon Ph: (02} 805 2000 
BJ-30 Win\DOS 35KB 360dpi 3.59pm 
BJ-200ex Win\DOS 49KB 360dpi 3.1ppm 
BJ-230 Win\DOS 4iKB 360dpi 4ppm 
BJ-300 Win\DOS 30KB 360dpi 4. 5ppm 
BJ-330 Win\DOS 30KB 360dpi 4.55pm 
BJ-70 Win\DOS 35KB 360dpi 4ppm 
BJC-4000 Win\DOS 64KB 720 x 360dpi 4.5ppm 
BJC-800 WinlIDOS 7KB 360dpi 4.5ppm 
Epson Ph: (02) 415 9000 Fax: (02) 417 0077 ‘ 
Stylus 820 Win\DOS 0.5KB - 15KB 720 x 360dpi  3ppm(Black} 
Stylus Colour ils Win\DOS 0.5KB - 15KB 720 x 360dpi 3ppm (Black), 0.25ppm(Cotour} 
Stylus Colour Ii Win\Mac 56KB 720dpi 4ppm(Black), 0.5ppm(Colour} 
Stylus Pro Win\Mac 64KB 720dpi Sppm(Black), 1.5ppm(Colour) 
Stylus Pro XL Win\Mac 64KB 720dpi 3ppm(Black), 1.5ppm(Colour) 
Fujitsu Ph: (02) 410 4555 Fax: (02) 411 8603 
Breeze 100 Plus HP Deskjet Plus System 300dpi 3ppm 
Hewlett Packard Ph: 131 347 
HP DeskJet 400 WinlDOS 16KB - 48KB 600 x 300dpi 2ppm(Black), 0.25ppm(Colour) 
HP DeskJet 340 Win\DOS 16KB - 48K8 300dpi 2ppm(Black), 0.25ppm(Colour) 
HP DeskJet 600 Win\DOS 512KB 600dpi 4ppm(Black) 
HP DeskJet 600C ; Win\DOS 512KB 600dpi 4ppm(Black), 3ppm(Colour) 
HP DeskJet 8500 i Win\DOS 1MB 600dpi 6ppm(Black), ippm{Colour) 
HP DeskJet 16000 Win\DOS, PCL5 4MB - 100MB 600dpi Bppm{Black), 1ppm(Colour} 
Lexmark : Ph: 1800 674 484 
Jetprinter 1020 i GDI _ System 600 x 300dpi 2.5ppm(Black), 0.25ppm(Colour) 
Winwriter 150c GO System 600 x 300dpi 2ppm({Black), 0.25ppm(Colour) 
NEC Ph: 1 800 812 796 
SuperScript 3000 GD 2MB - 10MB 300dpi i 3ppm(Black), 1ppm(Colour) 
Star Micronics Ph: (02) 748 43006 Fax: (02) 748 3527 
Execjet Ic Win\DOS 21KB - 1MB 300dpi 2ppm(Black), 0..25ppm(Colour} 
Winwriter 150¢ GDI System 600 x 300dpi 2ppm (Black), 0.25ppm(Colour) 
Tektronix Ph: 1800 811 177 
Phaser 140 , Win\DOS, 8MB - 24MB 360dpi 2ppm(Black), ippm(Colour} 


Postscript Lv2 


. Bruce Stephen, vice-president of woridwide 
personal systems research at IDC, told 
Newsbytes that despite much negative press 
coverage, Apple is holding its share of the 
hardware market. However, he said Apple has 
done this by pricing its products more aggres- 
sively in the latter part of the year, and this has 
affected the company's profit margin. Stephen 
added that concerns about the company may 
hurt its ability to attract new customers in the 
coming months, and that some corporate per- 
sonal computer buyers are moving away from 


Apple's Macintosh to computers running 
Microsoft's Windows. 

IBM has some strong products, especially in 
the portable segment, but ‘they've got a long 
way to go in the desktop arena,’ Stephen said. 
Both Hewlett-Packard and Dell are doing weil 
in market areas that traditionally have belonged 
to IBM, and front-runner Compaq has been 
very successful in competing with Big Blue. 
Hewlett-Packard has moved from tenth to sev- 
enth spot in the rankings, thanks to huge 
growth in commercial desktops, an expansion 











A4 | Black cartridge $59 (425pg) | $0.14 
A4 | Black cartridge $10 (170pg) $0.06 
AG Black cartridge $44 (467pg) «$0.09 
A Black cartridge $44 (467pg) | $0.09 
Ad Black cartridge $32 (670pg) $0.05 
A3 Black cartridge $32 (670pg) $0.05 
A4 Black cartridge $10 (170pq), 
colour $12 (90pq) $0.06 
A4 Black cartridge $55 (900pq), 
colour $30 (300pqg) _ $0.06 
A3 Black cartridge $50 (700pq), 
separate C\M\Y cartridge 4 
* $65 each (700pg) | $0.07 
Ad | Black cartridge $30 (540pg) $0.06 
Ad | Black cartridge $30 (540pq), 
_ colour $45 (320pq) $0.06 
| Ad Black cartridge $30 (620pq), 
| colour $45 (320pq) $0.05 
Ad Black cartridge $35 (500pgq), 
| colour $77 (370pq) $0.07 
A3 Black cartridge $35 (500pq), 
* colour $77 (370pqg) $0.07 
Ad © Black cartridge $15 (240pg) «ss: $0.06 
_A4 ' Black cartridge $41 (750pg), | 
t ' colour $53 (250pg) $0.06 
Ad - Black cartridge $41 (750pg), 
| colour $53 (250pg) $0.06 
AG Black cartridge $48 (1000pq) | $0.05 
AG Black cartridge $48 (1000pg), =| 
‘ colour $50 (350pq) : $0.05 
Ad Black cartridge $48 (1000pg), 
E » colour $52 (562pq) S005 
AG ' Black cartridge $46 (1100pg), | 
| colour $52 (700pg) $0.04 
Ad > Black cartridge $58 (1000p), 
colour cartridge $68 (200pg) | $0.06 
Ad [ Black cartridge $58.90 (1000 pg). 
» colour cartridge $70 (200pq) $0.06 
/A4 * Black ribbon $59 (360 pg), 
- $3 colour ribbon $80 (107pq), 
. CMYK ribbon $80 (80pg) , $0.16 
/ A4 Black cartridge $58.90 (1000 pg),» 
| colour cartridge $70 (200pg) $0.06 
) Ad Black cartridge $58.90 (1000 pg), x 
colour cartridge $70 (200pg)  ' $0.06 
A4 Separate Cyan\Magenta\Yellow 
and Black cartridges (460pq) $0.05 


into the retail PC areas, and an increase in PC 
server shipments. 

Another traditional minicomputer-maker seek- 
ing a berth in the top 10 is Digital Equipment. 
Stephen said the Maynard, Massachusetts- 
based company is not quite there yet — IDC 
currently ranks DEC 12th in US PC shipments 
— but may make it soon, especially if a couple 
of the leaders falter. AST is in 10th place and 
slipping, Stephen noted, and its problems 
might help DEC gain ground. 

Other PC vendors showing strong growth in the 
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| $8829 | 365x310x275mm (12months $499 


) $3878 300 x 157 x 57mm 12 months | $349 
$6002 347 x 193x173mm /12 months — $349 
$6302 428 x 209 x 201mm !12 months $645 
$4044 458 x 347 x137mm 112 months $1175 
$4211 592 x 347x 137mm (12 months :$1345 


$4178 | 300x 187x 57mm 


12 months $645 
















$4461 —6865x 206% 186mm 812 months | $795 
| 
| | | 
' $6780 ° 520x407x 169mm {12 months $2495 
) $4020 =| 397 x 206 x 144mm fh months | $400 
$4220 % 397x206x1ddmm (“12 months $600 
$3800 | 493 x 248 x 198mm .” months $799 
i 
$5550 482 x 381 x 182mm (" months ($1340 
, 
$6960 580 x 381 x 182mm 712 months $2750 
© $4095 360 x 342x 275mm 412 months ~ $345 
| 
$3707 349 x 177 x 163mm 12 months — $428 
$3845 310 x 150x65mm «36 months . $566 
$3486 436 x 406x 199mm 436 months © $606 
53746 436 x 406 x 499mm 12 months | $860 
$3920 447 x 394 x 218mm 12 months betes 
$5311 508 x 432 x 279mm .12months | $2802 
\ 
$3979 363 x 282 x 269mm 24months $499 
i 
i 


| 
$4233 - 24 months $699 





. 437 x 270 x 297mm 
| | 
$11,280 388 x 692 x 496mm lio months $1447 
. q 
$4112 [ 363 x 269 x 282mm _ | 24 months $578 
| 
+ $4348 437 x 270x 297mm 24months $814 
$5495 | 419 x 318 x 191mm 12 months ll 
| 
ES Ess Ee 


US market include Acer, whose Aspire line is 
helping broaden its consumer desktop busi- 
ness, & Deil, which has moved quickly to new 
Pentium processors, cut prices, and recovered 
from past calamities in the laptop marketplace 
with a new, strong portable lineup. 


lomega's 1GB Jaz 

lomega says it began shipping limited quanti- 
ties in December of the internal version of its 
1GB Jaz removable drive to key partners in the 
professional audio and video industries. The 
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company said it expects to begin shipment of 
internal and external Jaz drives to retailers and 
OEMs (original equipment manufacturers) 
sometime this quarter. 

lomega said the Jaz disks will be able to store 
and play an entire movie, compressed in the 
Motion Picture Experts Group (MPEG)}-1 for- 
mat; up to eight hours of CD quality audio; or 
up to eight minutes of broadcast quality video. 
You will also be able to store as much as two 
hours of MPEG-1 compressed DSS satellite 
quality video, or more than 20,000 scanned 
documents for document imaging. lomega said 
Jaz drives will have a sustained transfer rate of 
up to 6.73 megabytes-per-second (MBps) and 
a 1OMBps synchronous SCSI transfer rate. The 
mean-time-between-failure (MTBF) rating of 
the Jaz drive is 250,000 hours, and the drive 
has a 12 millisecond average seek time, 17.5 
millisecond average access time, & a 256KB 
read/write cache. 


Barbie software 

Mattel is planning a major initiative in consumer 
software and interactive products tied to such 
household names as Barbie, Match Box Cars, 
and Cabbage Patch dolls. A new division, 
Mattel Media, is being created to focus on 
developing and marketing products and soft- 
ware that build on Mattel's existing toy market. 
in a statement to Newsbytes, Lisa Sorge, a 
spokesperson for Mattel, said, ‘Mattel has a 
group working on interactive applications that 
will leverage Mattel brands in other areas of 
play. Details will be announced at the time of 
the Toy Fair in February.’ 

Although specific product descriptions have 
been sketchy, Doug Glen, president of the 
newly created Mattel Media, has said titles will 
be developed around most of the existing 
Mattel brands. In an interview with Computer 
Retail Week, Matte! described one of the 
planned software titles, Barbie Fashion 
Designer. 

The Barbie title will allow users to design an 
entire wardrobe for the doil on the computer, 
adding a hands-on component. After users 
complete the design, they are able to print the 
pattern on specially designed fabric using the 
PC's printer. Once printed, the user's design 
can be further decorated using sequins, glitter, 
or paint markers that Mattel will market. The 
end-result is apparel that can be worm by the 
Barbie doll. 


Typing Chinese 

Typing Chinese speeches usually requires 200 
characters per minute to keep pace. Now, 
Xiaojun Computer's unique keyboard and soft- 
ware allow a user to achieve that speed within 
three months, claims the company. 

When Shen Fei, an engineer with Xiaojun 
Computer Company, was demonstrating the 
company's products to Newsbytes, her talk 
and Newsbytes' questions were displayed on 
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the computer screen at a speed that the eyes 
couid hardly keep up with. Using a unique 
keyboard specially designed for Chinese 
input, the typist pressed several keys at the 
same time to get the fast speed. 

With an ordinary keyboard, a typist has to 
strike three times faster, (about 10 keys per 
second) to achieve the speech speed, said 
Shen. 

However, the highly intensive operation soon 
makes the typist tired. As a result, speech- 
speed typing of Chinese with a traditional 
keyboard was impossible for any length of 
time, she claimed. 

With a small liquid crystal display (LCD) 
screen, the keyboard is connected to the serial 
port of a computer. 

The retail price of the keyboard and software 
is RMB2,800 (US$337), and the company also 
provides the training, said Shen Fei. Xiaojun 
Computer Company, tel +86 10 256 0673, fax 
+86 10 256 0322. 


son ons gine 
ode! RAM resol” geet emuiat pape 
Brother Ph: (02) 887 4344 Fax: (02) 688 9707 
HL-630 0.5MB - 2MB 300dpi 6pam HP IIP, Epson GL2, GDI Ad 
Hi-631 1MB - 2MB 300dpi 6ppm HP lIP, Epson G2, GDI A4 
HL-660 2MB - 8MB 6OCdpi 6ppm HP IV, Epson Gi2, GDI A4 
Canon Ph: (02) 805 2000 
LBP-460 128KB 300dp! 4ppm GDI A4 
LBP-1260 7MB - t9MB 600dpi 12ppm HP PCL5e Ad 
Clover Distributien Ph: (62) 488 9666 
C.ltoh Little Laser 44 System 300dpi 4ppm GOI A4 
Epson Ph: (02) 415 $000 
EPL-3000 1MB - 5MB 300dpi 4ppm PCL5e A4 
EPL-5500 1MB - 32MB 606dpi 6ppm PCL 5e, Epson GL2 Ad 
Fujitsu Ph: (02) 410 4555 Fax: (02) 411 3603 
PrintPartner 4000 1MB - 9MB 300dpi 4ppm PCLS Ad 
PrintPartner 8000 1MB - 9MB 30Cdpi 8ppm PCLS5 A4 
Hewlett Packard Phi 131 347 
HP LaserJet SL 1MB - SMB 600dpi 4pom PCL5e Aé 
HP LaserJet 5P 3MB - 35MB 600dpi 6ppm PCL5a, PS level 2 A4 
HP LaserJet 4Plus 2MB - 66MB 600dpi t2ppm PCL&e, PS level 2 A4 
IPL Ph: (02) 698 S211 Fax: (02) 319 2968 
Oki OL 4106 1MB - 5MB 600dpi 4ppm PCL5 A4 
Oki OL 810¢ 2MB - 34MB 600dpi 8ppm PCL5e A4 
Kyocera Electronics Ph: (02) 9806 8075 # Fax: (02) 9906 8153 
Ecosys FS-460 1MB - 5MB8 300dpi 4ppm POLS, Epson GL2 A4 
Lexmark Ph: 1800 674 484 
WinWriter 200 512KB - 4.5MB 300dpi 4ppm GO A4 
4039 10Plus 2MB - 10MB 600dpi 1Oppm PCL5e, PS level 2 Ad 
NEC Ph: 1800 812 796 
$5610-Plus 256KB - 4MB 300dpi 6ppm GDI, PCL4.§ Ad 
SS660 256KB - 4MB 606dpi 6ppm GDI, PCL 5a A4 
SS660i 2MB - SOMB 6O0dpi 6pam GDI, PCL 5a, PS level2 = A4 
Panasonic Ph: (02) 986 7400 Fax: (02) 986 7450 
KX-P6100 256KB 300dpi fppm GDI A4 
KX-P6500 512K8 - 4.5MB 600dpi 6ppm GDI, HP tP A4 
Samsung Ph: (02) 638 5200 Fax: (02) 638 0626 
ML-84 1.5MB - 16MB 300dpi 8ppm PCL 4 A4 
ML-85 2MB - 16MB 6ONdpi 8ppm PCL 5e A4 
Sharp Ph: (02) 8314 9111 Fax: (02} 672 1207 
JX-9260 System 300dpi 4ppm GDI Aé4 
JX-9210 System 600dpi 4ppm GDI Ad 
Star Micronics Ph: (02) 748 4300 Fax: (02) 748 3572 
Wintype 4000 System 600dpi épom GD!, PCL4, PS Aa 
Xerox XAP-§ 2MB - 10MB 600dpi 5ppm PCL5e, HPGL Ad 


32-Bit FileMaker Pro 3. 

lf faced with a choice between overall ease- 
of-use and adding an intriguing but tricky new 
feature to FileMaker Pro, Claris would opt for 
simplicity, said John Phelan, at a recent meet- 
ing with Newsbytes in Boston. Nonetheless, 
the new FileMaker Pro 3.0 for Power Mac, 
Mac, Windows 95, and Windows 95, is 
packed with dozens of new features, ranging 
from a built-in relational database to PC- 
based phone dialing. 

What this means is that virtually every feature 
in FileMaker Pro is easy to use, according to 
Pheian, who is database business manager 
for Claris. The simplicity is important because 
FileMaker Pro is used by so many different 
kinds of people, for such a variety of applica- 
tions, he advised, during the recent press tour 
in Boston. FileMaker 3.0 comes with 40 new 
templates that simplify these and other tasks, 
Phelan continued. Other new features include 
40 new ‘calculations’, the ability to generate a 
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[Toner $70 (3000pg), Drum $299 (17,000pg) 
Toner $70 (3000pq}, Drum $299 (17,000pg) 
Toner $70 (3000pg), Drum $289 (17,000pq) 
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Intergrated toner\drum $119 (2500pq) 
Intergrated toner\drum $245 (6000pqg) 
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Toner four pack $35 (2400pq), Drum $229 (6050pq) 


i 
‘Integrated toner\drum $219 (4500pgq) 


jToner $100 (3000pg }, Drum $125 (20,000pqg } 


: 
‘Toner $40 (1600pg}, Drum $285 (10,000pg) 
Toner $40 (1600pg}, Drum $285 (10,000pq) 


Integrated toner\drum $122 (2500pg) 
‘integrated toner\drum $159 (4000pg) 


‘Integrated toner\drum $225 (6000pg) 


‘Toner $36.50 (1500pg}, Drum $318 (20,000pq) 
Toner $36.50 (2000pg}, Drum $318 (20,000pg} 


paaeasanie toner kit $36 (1200pq} 


‘Integrated toneridrum $320 (4500pq) 
‘Integrated tonar\drum $469 (14,000pg) 


| Mono integrated toner\drum cartridge $218 (4000 pg lq 
Rad/Blue/Yellow cartridge $300 (4000pg } 
/Mono integrated toner\drum cartridge $218 (4000 pg \! 
 Red/Blue/Yellow cartridge $300(4000pq } 
Mono integrated toner\drum cartridge $218 (4000 pg ),. 
Read/Blue/Yetlow cartridge $300 (4000pg } 


Toner $45 (2000pg), Drum $329 (12,000) 
Taner $49 (2000pq}, Drum $349 (12,000) 
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integrated toner\drum cartrige POA (5000 pg) 
‘Integrated toner\drum cartrige POA (5600 pg) 


Toner $145 (2000pg), Drum $160 (20,000} 
Toner $115 (2000pg), Drum $160 (20,000) 


Integrated toner\drum cartriga $160 (5000 pg) 
Integrated toner\drum cartrige $160 (4000 pg} 
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$0.04 
$0.04 
$0.04 


$0.05 
$0.04 


$0.05 


$0.05 
$0.04 


$0.05 
$0.05 


$0.05 
$0.04 
$0.04 


$0.04 
$0.03 


$0.03 
$0.07 
$0.03 


$0.05 
$0.05 


$0.05 


$0.05 
$0.05 


N\A 
N\A 


$0.07 
$0.07 


| $0.03 


$0.04 


mail merge ‘entirely within FileMaker Pro’, con- 
text-sensitive help, and new scripting capabili- 


ties for the more ‘advanced user’. 
With the addition of the new relational data- 


base, FileMaker Pro now provides functionality 
that moves the package into the same catego- 


ry as products like Microsoft Access, Lotus 


Approach, and Borland’s Paradox, he assert- 
ed. But FileMaker Pro halds a simplicity edge 


over all these competitors, the Claris exec told 


Newsbytes. 

Although FileMaker Pro 3.0 continues to pro- 
vide the same flat file database as previous 
releases of the package, users can now con- 
vert existing flat files to a relational model, or 
create a relational database from scratch, he 
pointed out. 


FileMaker Pro 3.0 also lets the user keep up to 
50 files open at any one time, in contrast to the 


former restriction of 16 files, according to 
Phelan. Newsbytes also viewed a set of new 


text rulers that fet users set tabs, indents and 
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365 x 454 x re 12 ah $799 
365 x 454 x 393mm, 12 months) $899 
365 x 454 x 393mm i 12 months |S too 


| 12 months! $899 
12 months! $2995 


336 x 349 x 249mm 
424 x 295 x 446mm 


‘ , 
359 x 286 x 174mm | 24 mantss $699 


i 


376 x Sit x 216mm | 12 months, $950 
352 x 265 x 217mm. 12 potheds 1334 
387 x 345 x 130mm) 12 months $800 
387 x 345 x 130mm | 12 months! $1060 


| 
336 x 312 x ey 12 months $1040 
445 x 400 x 200mm) 12 months $1859 
420 x 403 x 297mm | 12 ie 


360 x 320 x 160mm 
377 x 330 x 200mm 


12 months $1313 
42 months $2045 


i 
853 x 350 x 170mm! 12 months! $1159 


597 x 376 x 224mm. #2 months) $699 
533 x 378 x a 12 months! $2213 


. 
370 x 358 x 120mm) 36 months) $682 


370 x 358 x 120mm 36 months! $988 
| 


370 x 958 x 120mm | 36 months, $1249 


132 x 378 x 287mm) 12 —_ $899 
132 x 378 x il 12months ia 


36 —_ $1090 
36 months! CER 


360 x 367 x 176mm 
360 x 367 x 176mm_ 


$699 
$799 


12 months 
12 months 


299 x 291 x 185mm 
299 x 291 x 185mm 


$30 x 235 x ore #2 months; $799 
352 x 394 x 254mm ) 12 months: $1295 


formatting by inches, centimeters or pixels 
within text fields in database records, for a 
consistent appearance. Australian pricing has 
been set at $349 (multi-platform CD) and $129 


for upgrades. 


Faster modems 

Atmel has announced that it has developed, 
and is in volume production of, a family of 
ultra-fast non-volatile memory devices 
designed for Internet access and other high- 
speed modem applications. 

Non-volatile memory devices retain data even 
when shut off. They can by found in almost all 
portable products, and in common household 
appliances such as toasters, microwave ovens, 
and dishwashers. 

Jeff Katz, product marketing manager for 
Atmel, told Newsbytes, ‘This EPROM, a 45 
nanosecond 1Mb device, is designed specifi- 
cally for use in 28.8 kilobits-per-second (Kbps), 
V.34-standard modems. Prior to 45 nanosec- 


ond access times, modem manufacturers had to 
use wait states or degrade the modem perfor- 
mance because the EPROM was too slow. The 
current norm is EPROMs with 70 nanosecond, 
and high-speed modems needed faster access 
times.’ 

Atmel currently provides EPROMs for use with 
V.34 modem chip sets sold by Rockwell, AT&T, 
Cirrus Logic, & Sierra Semiconductor. 

Typical power consumption is only 25 micro- 
amps active and less than 10 microamps 
standby. The circuit is available in all standard 
32-pin plastic packages. Prices for the circuit 
start at $5.50 each in quantities of 10,000 units. 
For more info, contact Francesca Venezia, 
Atmel, US (408) 451 2855. 


SoftRAM recall 

Syncronys SoftCorp, the developers and mar- 
keters of SoftRAM95, announced it will refund 
customers the price paid for the product with 
proper proof of purchase. Onginally introduced 
at the same time as Windows 95, SoftRAM95 
was advertised as software capable of enhanc- 
ing random access memory, but later indepen- 
dent tests found such claims questionabie. 
Synchronous has now admitted the company 
was being investigated by the Federal Trade 
Commission and promised full cooperation to 
resolve consumer concerns. 

initially, the company said SoftRAM95 would 
help the performance of applications running in 
Windows 95 and Windows 3.1. As independent 
evidence gathered and an avalanche of media 
attention focused on the product, Syncronys 
conceded the product did nothing for Windows 
95 nor applications running under the new 
operating system. 

New stickers on SoftRAM95 packaging began 
to state the program worked with Windows 3.1, 
dropping the Windows 95 claim. Stiil, some 
experts and the trade media claimed the prod- 
uct would not perform even in Windows 3.1. 
Things turned worse for Syncronys when 
Microsoft said the company did not pass the 
necessary certification to use the ‘Designed for 
Windows 95' logo and US ‘PC Magazine’ said 
part of the code used in the product was lifted 
from shareware. Windows 95 antagonist and 
computer author, Andrew Schulman, said the 
controi panel gave the same performance read- 
ings whether or not the program ts actually 
loaded. 


Smallest printer 

Citizen has announced an entry-level version of 
its lightweight PN60 portable printer. After 
removing some of the PN6O features such as 
color printing, Citizen's new PN50 still offers 
thermal fusion printing and is expected to have 
a street price under $200. Like the PN60, the 
PN50 is about the size of a standard torch and 
provides laser quality images at 2 pages per 
minute. 

Unlike the popular ink jet printers which spray 
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wet ink onto paper before drying, the company's 
thermal fusion process uses heat and pressure 
to bond dry resin-based ink onto paper. The out- 


come is a smear-resistant, waterproof document. 


ink is transferred from a black ribbon cartridge 
which is typically capable of 30 pages of text or 
18 graphic pages. 


Web slowdown in '96 

Although the World Wide Web will undergo a 
temporary slowdown in 1996, IDC is ‘bullish’ on 
the Internet's prospects for the next five to 10 
years, predicting growth in numbers of online 
users to more than 200 million and in electronic 
commerce revenues to more than US$200 billion 
by the year 2000, said Frank Gens, senior VP of 
research, in a conference call with Newsbytes. 
Gens compared the Web's outlook for 1996 to 
the ‘lag time’ that set in for the PC industry dur- 
ing the 1982 to 1983 time frame, when the sup- 
porting infrastructure for PCs remained ‘weak’ 
and some early users grew ‘disappointed’. 

Over the year ahead, a total of about 35 of the 
Fortune 500 companies will abandon their cur- 
rent commercial Web sites, resulting in the emer- 
gence of ‘ghost sites’, Gens added. At the same 
time, though, also by the close of 1996, some- 
where between 150 and 200 of the Fortune 500 
firms can be expected to open new Web sites, 
the senior VP told Newsbytes. 

‘First wave’, back-office functions such as airline 
reservation systems and ‘second wave' tasks in 
the area of office automation will continue to be 
carried out on the Internet. But many of the 
newer sites will be aimed at a ‘third wave' of 
Internet applications, calling for online communi- 
cations with consumers, said Gens. 

Accordingly, also over the coming year, PC mak- 
ers will be making consumers a major target. 
Internet ‘appliances’ will hit the market for as lit- 
tle as $100 to $300, and full-fledged multimedia 
PCs will be available for under $1000, not includ- 
ing monitor, he reported. 


Better mousepad 

Do you ever find it clumsy to use a mouse? 
Well, your mousepad, rather than the mouse, 
could be the real culprit, said Diwa Ratnam, new 
products laboratory manager, during a recent 
meeting with Newsbytes in Boston about 3M's 
new Precise Mousing Surface, a US$15 
‘mousepad alternative.’ 

And have you ever noticed a resemblance 
between a mousepad and a placemat? If so, 
that's actually no coincidence, since most 
mousepads are produced by placemat manufac- 
turers, the 3M exec told Newsbytes, during 3M's 
recent Boston press tour. 

In preparation for a demo, Ratnam pulled out the 
new 3M Precise Mousing Surface to show how 
the new mousing environment differs from the 
conventional mousepad in appearance. 
Designed on the basis of user feedback from 
focus groups, 3M's mousing surface is nearly as 
thin as a piece of paper, preventing the mouse 
from being jolted out of alignment it if moves off 
the pad, he contended. Unlike most other 
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supplier 


Anitech 

Brother 

Canon 

Clover Distribution (Citoh) 
David Jones 

Dick Smith 

Epson 

Fujitsu Australia 

Harvey Norman 

Hewlett Packard 

Kyocera Electronics 
Lexmark International 
Maxwell Optical (Elite) 
NEC 

Nilsen Technologies 

Oki 

Olivetti 

Panasonic 

Samsung 

Sharp 

Star Micronics 

Tandy 

TCG Information Services 
TGE Computer (Typhoon) 
Xerox 


paares> S your? city grate postooe” 
2 Railway Pde Lidcombe Sydney NSW 2144 
7 Khartoum Rd North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
1 Thomas Holt Drive North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
16 Suakin St Pymble Sydney NSW 2073 
Elizabeth St City Sydney NSW 2001 
Lane Cove and Waterloo Rd N. Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
70 Gibbes St Chatswood Sydney NSW 2067 
376 Lane Cove Rd North Ryde Sydney NSW 2413 
239 Parramatta Rd Auburn Sydney NSW 2144 
31-41 Joseph St Blackburn Vic 3130 
8/43 Herbert St Artarmon Sydney NSW 2065 
2/12A Rodborough Rd Frenchs Forest Sydney NSW 2795 
Lv A/100 Harris St Pyrmont Sydney NSW 2009 
20 Rodborough Rd Frenchs Forest Sydney NSW 2086 
150 Oxford St Collingwood Vic 3066 
110 Silverwater Rd Silverwater Sydney NSW 2128 
1 Garigal Rd Belrose Sydney NSW 2085 
G/10-16 South St Rydalmere NSW 2116 
1 Huntingwood Dr Blacktown sydney NSW 2148 
A/107 Asquith St Silverwater Sydney NSW 2128 
91 Durrajong Ave Mt Druitt Sydney NSW 2770 
30 Balfour Rd Chippendale Sydney NSW 2008 
7/112-118 Talavera Rd North Ryde Sydney NSW 2113 
970-980 Pacific Hwy Pymble Sydney NSW 2073 





Can IBM 

Be A Network Star? 

When the tide turned in the 1980s 
and mainframe computers lost their 
dominance to desktop machines, 

IBM missed the boat. Now, as the tide 
turns again toward a focus on 
networks, can IBM catch the 

next boat? 

IBM Chairman Louis Gerstner 

recently outlined his company's hopes, 
saying that powerful networking tech- 
nologies ‘will be to the next phase of 
computing what the microprocessor 
was to the current phase.’ This means a 
major shift, and, Gerstner noted, 
'We at IBM know all too well that those 
who dominate one phase of computing 
are not necessarily the ones to lead the 
way to the next phase. ' 

According to Gerstner, part of IBM's 
problem when the focus shifted from 
mainframes to PCs was that 
Big Blue had too much of a vested 
interest in the status quo. It also lacked 
the skills to lead the PC 
revolution. 

He thinks network-centric 
computing, as he calls the new wave, 
will be different. "The skills and tech- 
nologies of the PC-centric, piece-part 
phase are not the important assets 
needed in network-centric computing,’ 
Gerstner said. ‘What is important? 





Complex network management, 
systems management, heavy transac- 
tion processing, massive databases, 
powerful scalable servers, systems inte- 
gration ... Now let me think — what 
company knows how to do all that?’ 
Gerstner's answer to that rhetorical 
question, obviously, is IBM. 

Is he right? 

There are really two parts to 
that question. The second part is 
whether IBM really does have the 
strengths Gerstner thinks will be impor- 
tant. The answer to that one is probably 
yes, because those are for the most 
part the skills IBM honed 
during its years on top of the mainframe 
heap. 

But the first part of the question — 
the part one might easily miss — is 
whether the IBM boss is right about 
what will be the keys to success in 
tomorrow's network-centric world. 

That is the weak spot that Bob 
Djurdjevic, president of Phoenix, 
Arizona-based Annex Research, sees in 
Gerstner's plan. Network-centric com- 
puting, Djurdjevic argues, is 
largely about the Internet and the World 
Wide Web. The real opportunities here 
lie not in technology but 
in content. 

Djurdjevic notes that Microsoft 
seems to be putting more emphasis 
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on content than many firms in the com- 
puter industry. But it will not even neces- 
sarily be computer companies that domi- 
nate this area. It could as easily be movie 
studios, television networks, 

publishers, or startups nobody has 

even heard of yet. As for IBM, 

Djurdjevic believes that, far from 

having just the right skills to catch this 
next wave, it may have a corporate cul- 
ture that is highly unsuited to success 

in the content arena. He says he told 
some IBM officials a couple of years 

ago that the company might have too 
many engineers and not enough 
musicians. 

Despite that reservation, Djurdjevic 
and other observers believe IBM is going 
in the right general direction. Given that 
IBM has the right idea, then, how well is 
it following through? 

Three IBM moves in the past year 
provide a picture of how IBM's 
network-centric plan ts unfolding. 

The first was the acquisition of Lotus in 
June. When IBM laid out its plans for 

the newly acquired Lotus, John 
Thompson, IBM's senior vice-president 
and software group executive, said IBM 
hoped to ‘dramatically change the play- 
ing field" by drawing attention away from 
the operating system to multi-platform 
tools that interconnect whole 
enterprises. 
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In eariy December, following a 
major strategy review and an analysis of 
Internet opportunities, IBM set up a new 
Internet division and created the post of 
general manager of network-centric com- 
puting marketing and services 
initiatives with a brief to integrate IBM's 
strategies on network-centric computing 
across its worldwide marketing and 
services organisation. 

A third step was IBM's recent deal 
with Ameritech, a regional Bell operating 
company in the US, that will see the two 
companies co-operate to offer integrated 
computing and communications 
services to customers. Steve Mucchetti, 
general manager of communications 
and media at IBM, said during a press 
teleconference announcing that move 
that the company sees it as ‘the under- 
pinning of the network-centric rollout.’ 
The Ameritech alliance will help IBM pro- 
vide the infrastructure needed for net- 
work-centric computing, Mucchetti says. 
The other critical piece of the puzzle will 
be applications. 

lt seems doubtful whether anything 
Gerstner and his colleagues can do will 
ever restore IBM to the hegemony it 
enjoyed in the 1960s and 1970s. 

However, in putting the emphasis 
on network-centric computing, there is 
little doubt IBM is sailing with the prevail- 
ing winds. 








COMPUTER BUYERS GUIDE 


mousepads, the mousing surface contains no 
‘spongy foam.'In contrast to many, the surface 
grips firmly to the desktop, with no ‘slipping & 
sliding around.’ 

Modeled after users’ actual leftward and nghtward 
hand movements in manipulating a mouse, the 
Precise Mousing Surface is also unique in shape, 
Ratnam pointed out. The left-hand side of the sur- 
face is 'taller', curving elliptically down toward the 
right. The bottom edge of the mousepad is 
formed like an arc, producing a comfortable space 
for resting the top of your palm on the desk, and 
for guiding the mouse from there. 

The 3M Precise Mousing Surface comes in one 
‘color model!’ only: a black-&-indigo background, 
with a few flecks of lighter purple on top. Ratnam 
told Newsbytes that 3M took this route as a fur- 
ther departure from mousepad industry tradition, 
which calls for product differentiation to be 
based largely on superficial maiters like color 
and logo. 

But it is in the area of ‘precision mousing perfor- 
mance’ that the Mousing Surface really stands 
out, he asserted. And the demo bore out his 
words. Unlike regular mousepads, he explained, 
the 3M product is intentionally built around rows 
of 3D 'peaks and valleys’. This design is aimed 
at letting the trackball roll smoothly over the pre- 
cisely placed peaks, for quicker and more accu- 
rate mouse movements, according to the labora- 
tory manager. At the same time, the bail remains 
clean and unfettered as dust, perspiration, and 
dirt descend into the valleys. 

The mousing surface is available now. You can 
obtain more information at the 3M Web site at 
hitp:/Avww.mmm.com . 


Portabie power for Zip 

lomega has announced a rechargeable power 
pack for its Zip drive. The company said the 
power pack is about the size of a deck of cards 
and attaches to the external model of the Zip 
drive so it can be used on the road by portable 
PC users. It weighs less than 500g and lomega 
said it will power the Zip drive for about two hrs. 
The power pack can be plugged into a wall 
socket to recharge. 

lomega said it will make availabie adapters later 
so the power pack can be charged when the 
user is traveling in other countries. Shipment of 
the power pack is set for the second quarter of 
1996. lomega said the unit is expected to have a 
street price of less than US$50. 


SunSoft's Oracle deal 

SunSoft is cock-a-hoop after signing a major 
agreement with database developer Oracle 
which will see Oracle integrate a number of its 
products into the just announced InterOffice 
server software suite. InterOffice is being widely 
seen as a computer for Microsoft's BackOffice 
suite of enterprise applications. According to 
SunSoft, the agreement breaks new ground, as 
it's the first time Oracle has licensed any operat- 
ing system, and the first time SunSoft has 
licensed Solaris to another software company. 
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Roy Hill found there’s not much 


improvement in the free applications that 


ship with the new Windows. 





pith the advent of Win- 
W dows95, Microsoft have 
th upgraded several of the 


trusty Windows ‘applets’ — the 
built-in small applications. These 
are the programs that are supplied 
as part of what was called the 
Accessories Group in previous ver- 
sions of Windows. There is also a 
series of applets supplied as part of 
the Settings option. 

As part of the Win95 installation 
process, you are asked if you want to 
install any or all of these applets. Be 
warned — you'll need a fair amount 
of hard disk real estate if you want 
all of them installed. A bare mini- 






Ads 
lr] Core Gy CD Player 
Fs Faxv = Media Player 


en Rast * Sue 
rs ’ F eelled 
| Fiurs| Netw. ’ 


= Naito ca gl 






Pri ) is) POT i 
1 sairer 
= A Reflections For Windows 
Eds Settings ” zz) Sound Blaster 16 
| a 2) Find ba} Statun 
rT = Lig} Telix for Windows 
: & eS uz} WinDelete 
|) 32] Bw A} WinDelete Inctallaticns_ 
|: AB EMS-.005 Prompt 
= Ry Shut Dove... ty Open Mailbox 


% 
a 
ine 


#4 The Microsoft Network 








UP Main {> Sound Recorder 
ES) Mice FY Volume Control 


y #% i Minesweeper 





mum takes about 15MB and to 
install the lot adds about 40MB to 
the top of Win95’s own 40MB. 

Fax: The fax applet allows you to 
send and receive fax messages and 
to create a cover page for sending 
faxes. The ‘fill in’ boxes are a 
short macro that allows the user to 
enter the appropriate data at the 
time of sending the fax. When I 
tried to send a fax to myself at 
work, the Microsoft Exchange 
wizard correctly identified my 
modem and installed appropriate 
drivers but that was as far as I got. 
I couldn’t send a fax for the life of 
me and the error message I kept 
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The Windows 95 applet set. Looks great, but the applications are really only 
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getting was no help — the dia- 
logue box had a bug in it! 
Games: Three of the games pro- 
vided as part of the suite will be 
familiar to previous Windows users, 
namely Hearts, Minesweeper and 
Solitaire. The two new entries are 
Freecell a sort of multiple option 
type of solitaire, for which the doc- 
umentation says that every game is 
winnable. I tried it out for about 15 
minutes but became fairly frustrat- 
ed. I guess people who like cryptic 
crosswords wiill find it interesting. 
The other game, Party Line, allows 
the user to set up either a server 
based or remote linked multiple 
chat session. 

I wasn’t able to try this out either 
due to a problem with Microsoft 
Exchange. I followed all the 
instructions for the correct setting 
up of Exchange, including remov- 
ing the installed version and re- 
installing it as described. I did 
manage to connect once and got as 
far as Microsoft getting hold of my 
credit card number. That was as far 
as I ever got. Needless to say, my 
modem works perfectly with 
Windows 3.1, 3.11 and DOS. 
Multimedia: Two of the four 
applets here are identical to previ- 
ous versions — Media Player and 
Sound Recorder. There are two 
new applets. The CD Player allows 
you to play a normal music CD 
whilst you are using other pro- 
grams. However, unlike other musi- 
cal CD player programs for 
Windows (such as come with a 
SoundBlaster card or CorelDraw) if 
you close this one down whilst the 
CD is playing, the music stops. The 
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way to use it is to fire up the player 
and then park the running program 
on the Task Bar. The Volume 
Control lets you set the volume of 
both input and output devices and 
to change the balance between left 
and right channels. 

System tools: This is a completely 
new group of tools that have previ- 
ously only been supplied via third 
parties. The tools are Backup, Disk 
Defragmenter, DriveSpace, Netwat- 
cher, ScanDisk, System Monitor 
and WinBug. 

The backup routine leaves a lot to 
be desired. I either had the choice 
of backing up to floppy, or not at 
all. This is because the applet only 
recognises Tape Backup Units that 
are connected to the floppy drive 
controller. As my tape backup uses 
its own proprietary card (pre 
Win95) it is not recognised by the 
Plug and Play side of Win95. Also, 
Norton Backup and Central Point 
Backup (both of which run under 
Windows 3.11), and use my exist- 
ing tape controller card, won’t run 
under Win9S. 

Disk Defragmenter allows you to 
defragment files to store them 
sequentially on the hard drive. This 
reduces disk access times and also 
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Two new multimedia applets are the CD Player and the Volume Control. Unlike other CD players 





for Windows, if you close it down whilst the CD is playing, the music stops. 


prevents the drive over-working to 
load files. 

DriveSpace displays the amount of 
free and used space on each drive 
(including floppy disks) and also 
provides for the mounting and 
unmounting of network drives. 
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In theory, the fax applet aliows you to send and receive fax messages and 


to create a cover page. Unfortunately, one of the dialogue boxes for 
sending a fax had a bug so the applet didn’t work. 
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NetWatcher is a handy tool for 
examining the traffic load on the 
network and for looking at printer 
queues. ScanDisk is an updated ver- 
sion of Chkdsk (the old DOS utili- 
ty) and is used for clearing out lost 
chains, prior to defragmenting the 
hard disk. ScanDisk will also per- 
form integrity checks on the disk 
itself, alerting users to potential bad 
blocks. These can then be locked 
from use to prevent data loss. Most 
of the terminology has _ been 
changed, for example, ‘lost chains’ 
are now known as ‘file fragments’. 
System Monitor allows the user to 
keep a check on the amount of free 
resources and to take corrective 
action, like closing down a few files 
and programs, when resources 
become tight. 

Calculator: Although Calculator is 
not visibly changed, the annoying 
bug in the previous version (pointed 
out to me by a friend: try this 2.01 
- 2.00 = 0.0) is now fixed and pro- 
vides the correct answer and, no, 
the bug didn’t have anything to do 
with faulty Intel chips. 
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Did Cleisthenes invent ostracism? 


There is considerable doubt as to whether or not ostracism originated dunng the rule of Crusthenes, 
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Windows Write has been repiaced by Wordpad which can open Word 6, 
*.rtf, Write and plain text files. There’s still no spell checker, however. 
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Other applets 

Character map, Clipbook, 
Clipboard and Notepad are essen- 
tially the same as previously and I 
used the clipboard to play around 
with the screen shots used in this 
article, prior to bedding them down 
in Picture Publisher. For those not 
familiar with the use of the 
Character Map, it’s an extremely 
handy method of inserting foreign 
characters and extended ASCII 
symbols into a document. You sim- 
ply fire up the Character Map, 
select the font and character 
required, click on the Select button 
followed by Copy. Then returns to 
Word (or Write or Wordpad) and 
click on Paste from the Edit Menu 
and the character is inserted into 
the document where the cursor is 
Three applets allow for the intercon- 
nection of computers via Remote 
Dial-Up of a host, Direct Connec- 
tion, either via.the serial port or par- 
allel port (this is a Windows 
extension of InterLink, the DOS 
program, and a program that is 
almost identical — and just as useless 
— as the old Terminal program 
which was supplied with previous 
versions of Windows. Terminal is 
really only good for downloading a 
good comms program from a BBS. 
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Paint: I don’t know 
what’s happened 
here but you might 
like to hang on to 
Sri their previous ver- 
#/ sion of the Paint, 
| seeing that the only 


FE? file types you can 


formatted letters and 
would certainly use Wordpad if I 
intended to switch to Win95 — 
see the side panel. 

Settings (Control Panel): The 
faithful old Control Panel has been 
revamped and is provided with a 


completely new set of features. 


simple 


now open are | Most of the applets here do the 
* bmp files. I tried | same job as they did before (the 
opening several | Stealth applet is a driver for my 


.PCX files (files that 
I fiddled with using 
the previous ver- 
sion) and couldn’t 
|i.) Open any of them. 
|| This means that one 
is confined to oper- 
ating on fairly stan- 
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dard bitmap files. 
Phone Dialer: This 
applet simulates a standard tele- 
phone pad and allows the user to 
place calls (either voice or data) 
from the computer. 

Wordpad: One of the major changes 
to the applets is the loss of Write and 
its replacement with Wordpad — a 
significant improvement over the old 
Write. For a start, you can open 
Word 6 documents, *.rtf (rich text 
format), Write and plain text files. 
You can also now produce bulleted 
lists and colour text. 

There is still no spell checker or 
thesaurus facility but I guess 
Microsoft would be killing the 
Word Goose if they laid too many 
golden eggs in freebie applets. I 
have often used Write to dash off 
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Diamond Stealth video card), with 
much improved look and feel. You 
can now tell Windows that you 
have, for example, an NEC 3D 
MultiSync and Tseng Labs 2MB 
video card and Win95 will configure 
itself accordingly. Adding a new 
piece of hardware is also a snack 
now as the Hardware Wizard guides 
you through the whole process. 

The Printers applet has been moved 
to a folder of its own. This should 
make it easier to add new printers 
and to change their properties rather 
than spending a lot of time searching 
through the Control Panel. 

Overall, the applets in Win95 
offer marginal improvement over 
those in Windows for Workgroups 
or plain old Windows 3.1. Paint has 
actually taken a step backwards and 
the lack of improvement to the 
woeful Terminal is a real disap- 
pointment. The useful tools in 
Sytem Tools were already available 
to DOS users, of course. 

I think PII wait until the next ver- 
sion — Win96 — before making the 
move up. 
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The Win95 Contro! Panel allows the use of the Hardware Wizard to make 
adding peripherals to the system quite straightforward. 
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Samantha Amjadasi explains the mystery 
of HTML mark-up. 





f you have been browsing the 

World Wide Web over the past 

few months (and who hasn’t?) 
you will probably have noticed that 
Web pages are including more and 
more features. A year ago, the aver- 
age page contained a heading, some 
text and a few links to other pages, 
with probably a picture or two 
thrown in for good measure. Now, 
you will find pages with animation, 
background pictures, sound, forms 
— all achieved with HTML, 


=) DB aiesien. Notepad 


title>This is the title</titie> 


Hypertext Markup Language, a 
sub-set of SGML _ (Standard 
Markup = Language) 
which is commonly used to ready 
technical books for publication. I 
decided to investigate to find out 
how some of these new features are 
achieved. 

One of the first things I discov- 
ered was that many of the features 
used are supported only by certain 
Web browsers. In fact, the majority 
of the features 


Graphics 


make use of 


IXBGDY BECOLOR="8988620" TEXT<"“HEEELEE' > 
<TABLE BORDER<3 WIDTH=58% CELLSPACING=6> 


yi TR> 

=)tTD WIGIH=58% AL ITEN°MIDDLE> 
U<XFONT SIiZE=1> 

VThis is the first celi 


TB> 


TERA Taw W ible CCAPTIGND<FONT SIZE-S>Tables €xample</FONT></CAPT LOND 


In the second cell oa line one, there is quite 
@ let ef text. So much that it has to weap around onto several line 


: “ <7D COLSPAN=2> 


Vite cell on the second row spans both of the above 
allewing more room for a long text iten 
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Seema = —_— 


The Web page above uses some of Netscape’s enhancements to the HTML standard. Note the 
source code for the page in Windows Notepad. 
The page opposite page is the same page displayed using a browser which doesn’t support tables. 
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Fyping up your 
Fypertext 


Netscape’s HTML extensions, and 
so may not be available if you do 
not use Netscape Navigator. In 
most cases, another browser will 
just ignore the commands it doesn’t 
support. At worst, a browser may 
actually crash! 


HTML — an introduction 


HTML the language used to 
_ describe World Wide Web pages. It 


is easy to create a simple page — 
just edit a text file (using Write, for 
example) type in the HTML 
instructions and the text, and save 
the file to disk. You can now use 
your Web Browser to take a look at 
the page you have created. 

An HTML document comprises 


_ the text for a page, together with 


formatting instructions, which tell 


' your browser how the page should 


look. All HTML instructions are 
enclosed in greater-than (>) and 
less-than (<) signs — for example 
<P> denotes a paragraph break. 
Most instructions also have an 
equivalent ‘end instruction’ which 
is simply the original instruction 


| preceded by a forward slash — for 


example, <B>bold</B> will display 
the word ‘bold’ in bold text. 

Using HTML you can produce a 
numbered list of items (known as an 
Ordered List) using the sequence — 


<OL> 

<LI> first list item 
<LI> second list item 
</OL> 


This will display each line of text 
preceded by a number: ‘1’ for the 
first line, ‘2’ for the next and so on. 





By adding a TYPE parameter, you 
can make the line numbering use 
roman numerals (TYPE=I) or let- 
ters (TYPE=A). You can also start 
at a number other than one, by 
using the START parameter. For 
example: 


<OL TYPE=I START=4> 
<LI> first list item 
<LI> second list item 
</OL> 


produces the display 


IV first list item 
V second list item 


You can even change the number- 
ing in the middle of a list, by speci- 
fying a TYPE or VALUE parameter 
in the <LI> element. 

One of the easiest ways to 
enhance a Web page is by using dif- 
ferent header types. Using <H1> for 
large headings, through to <H6> 
for the lowliest of headings. This 
doesn’t really give the flexibility 
required for good presentation, 
however. Netscape have taken the 
initiative, and added the <FONT 
SIZE=> instruction. A documents 
default font size is 3 (unless you 
change it with the <BASEFONT 
SIZE=> instruction). Font size can 
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be specified from 1 to 7, anywhere 
in the text. 


Pictures 

Putting a picture on a Web page is 
simple. <IMAGE SRC=PICFILE.GIF> 
does the job. You can align the 
picture with the ALIGN parameter, 
though even the Netscape author 
admits that the parameters are not 
particularly logical. 


ALIGN=TOP aligns the image with the 
tallest item on the line. 

ALIGN=TEXTTOP aligns the image 
with the tallest text item on the line. 


Or rather, it should! In fact, it 
appears rather to align the image 


with the top of the preceding text. 
ALIGN=MIDDLE aligns the baseline of 


| the line with the middle of the 


image 


' ALIGN=BASELINE aligns the base of 


the image with the baseline of the 
current line. 
ALIGN=ABSBOTTOM aligns the bottom 
of the image with the bottom of the 
current line. 

The most impressive image posi- 
tioning extensions are ALIGN=LEFT 
and ALIGN=RIGHT. These innocent 
looking options position the image 
to the left (or right) of the next free 
line. Text subsequently displayed is 
wrapped around the image, to its 
right (or left). 
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Probably one of the hardest page 
design problems to crack is that of 
image transparency. If all pictures 


were rectangular, life (and Web 


Page design) would be so much eas- 
ier! If, however, you want to dis- 
play a circle on the screen, without 
a square of colour around it, you 
have a problem. 

The easiest way is to design the 
image to use the same colour back- 
ground as you specify for your page 
background. This is fine in most 
cases, but as you will see later, we 
can have multi-coloured back- 
grounds, which can make life very 
complicated. 

What is needed is a method if 
making part of a graphic image 
transparent, so that the back- 
ground shows through. As luck 


- would have it, the GIF (Graphic 


Image File) format already supports 


the use of transparent colours. It 


does this by the rather obvious 


_ method of specifying one of the 
_ colours in an image as being trans- 


parent. 

The bad news is that few graphic 
programs allow you to set the 
transparent pixel colour of an 
image. One of the few which does is 
LView Pro, by Leonardo H. 
Loureiro, a shareware Windows 
program. 

The really bad news is that trans- 
parent colours don’t always appear 
completely transparent! The prob- 


| lem seems to be in the colour 


palette selected. As you can set a 
background colour using full 24-bit 
colour (256 colours), but the page 
may only be displayed in 8-bit 
colour (16 colour), the software has 
to make some decisions about the 
colours selected. What appears to 
happen is that the colour chosen for 
the background, and the colour 
chosen for the transparent region 
are sometimes not quite exactly the 
same - especially if colours are 
dithered to produce the required 
shade. 

The good news is that this doesn’t 
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cause a problem if you use back- _—iIf you use an image with trans- The official word is that Netscape 


ground images, rather than simple parent colours as your background = only allows you to set the 


background colours. image, the background colour of | Background colour of a title of a 

the page will show through the document once. Any further 
Background images transparent pixels. The normal changes will be ignored. In recent 
If you want to make your page default colour is a pretty boring | releases of Netscape, however, this 


particularly colourful, you may try 


was not the case, and this meant 

you could fade in your background 

the BODY instruction — colours, and animate your title. 

To fade in your background from 
<BODY BGCOLOR="#000080” BACK _— black to mid-grey, you would first 

<BODY BACKGROUND="PICTURE.GIF”>. GROUND="PICTURE.GIF”>. add the instruction — 


mid-grey, but this can be changed 


adding : background image. The using the BGCOLOR parameter in 
instruction to do so is a parameter 


within the BODY instruction, for 
example 


As with any file sent over the The colour for the background is <BODY BGCOLOR=”"#000000"> 
Internet, it can take a while to | specified as a six-digit hexadecimal | 
arrive at its destination so you number. The first two digits repre- followed by 
should try to make sure your sent the Red component of the | 
graphics files are as small as possi- | colour, the third and fourth digits | <BODY BGCOLOR="#111111"> 
ble. For background images, it is the Green component, and the last 
best to use small ‘tiles’ which, when | two digits specify the Blue. Eachtwo _ followed by 
repeated, make a background pat- | digits can be specified from hex 00 
tern. Netscape automatically ‘tiles’ to FE, a range of 256 shades of each 
images so that they cover the entire colour. The example above is a dark 





<BODY BGCOLOR="#222222"> 


page, and huge numbers of poten- | blue, as the red and green elements | — and so on, up to the mid-grey 
tial images are available on the | of the number are both 00, and the | you want to use as your background 
Web for download. _ blue is hex 80, or 128 decimal. - colour. If your browser supports it, 





If you missed out on having your Portable or Printer listed in our tables this month, 
contact Denis Gallagher so you can be included with the next Portable Computer and 
Printers Buyers Guide in our May 1996 issue. 





If you sell 486 and Pentium PC systems, Monitors or Modems send information for inclusion 
in our March and April issues to: 

Denis Gallagher, YC Buyers Guide, PO Box 199, Alexandria NSW 2015 

Phn: (02) 353 0143, fax (02) 353 0720 


Preliminary information must be received by February 15, 1996. 


Your Computer Buyers Guides cover the Market! 
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this will cause the screen to fade in 
through all the colours specified, 
before loading the rest of the page. 

You should make sure that you 
specify the first background colour 
line as the actual colour you want to 
use. This avoids completely blank 
screens for users who do not have a 
supported browser! 

Animated titles follow the same 
rules. To set the title of a page, you 
use — 


<ITITLE>This ts the title</TITLE> 


Specifying multiple TITLE 
‘TITLE sequences will repeatedly 
redisplay the title. 

Although you can put a pointer to 
an animation file on a Web page, 
you can also perform your own ani- 
mation using built-in Netscape 
functions. 


<META HTTP-EQUIV="REFRESH” 
CONTENT="2; URL=FILE.HTM"> 


The above instruction will tell the 
Netscape browser to wait for two 
seconds after displaying this page, 
and then to load the page specified 
in the URL= parameter. You can, by 


clever positioning of graphics and — 


text, make the different pages 
appear as frames of an animation. 
Be warned, though that the anima- 
tion is going to be really slow, espe- 
cially for dialup users at peak times! 


Tabies 
To present information clearly, or 
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The Microsoft Internet Explorer showing off its new features. 


data to go into the table is sur- 


rounded by <TD>...</TD>. 


_ The TABLE instruction has option- 
al parameters allowing you to 


adjust the width of the border lines 
(BORDER=n), change the spacing 
between cells of the _ table 


| (CELLSPACING=n) and specify the 


width of the table, either in pixels or 
as a percentage of the page width 
(WIDTH=). 

WIDTH can also be applied to the 
TD instruction, allowing you to 
specify the width of individual cells 


within the table. You can specify 


just to brighten up an otherwise dull — 


page, the Table function is a useful 
tool. Within a table, you can use 
most of the formatting commands 
you would normally use for plain 
text, and you can even include 
graphic images within table cells. 

The basic Table command structure 
is surrounded by 


<TABLE>...</TABLE>. To add a. 


table caption, use <CAP- 
TION>...</CAPTIONS>. 


Each row of the table is surrounded 


that a cell occupies multiple rows, 
using ROWSPAN=xz, and multiple 
columns using COLSPAN=x. 

To make things even more power- 
ful, you can even have tables within 
tables, each having their own attrib- 
utes. 


Putting it together 
If you are designing your own Web 


page, here are a few suggestions. 
Using Windows 95, and 


| Netscape’s 32-Bit browser, and 
by <TR>...</TR> and each item of | Write, have Netscape and Write 


| 
| 





open simultaneously. Edit your 
changes in Write, save the file to 
disk, then load it into Netscape 
using File..Open File. Every time 
you make a change in Notepad, 
save it and then press the Reload 
button in Netscape to check it out. 

Don’t rely on a page looking exact- 


' ly the same on different systems. 


Even running at a different screen 
resolution can make a huge differ- 
ence to the appearance of a docu- 
ment. And, each version of Netscape 


_ will display the page in its own way. 
| The best bet is to always use the lat- 





est version, whatever it may be at 
the time you upload the page. 

Keep each page small. This makes 
development and maintenance of 
the page easier, and is generally less 
confusing to viewers. 

If you have pages with large 
graphic or other files, warn users 
before they select that page. 

And finally, every time you see an 
effect on a page that you like, save 
the page as text to your PC then 
load up the HTML file into Write to 
see how the effect was achieved. 
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We know 
where you are 


New communication and global 


positioning technologies are make it 


possible to locate and communicate with 


someone anywhere in the world. Denis 


Gallagher looks at some IT industry 
responses to these new developments. 





uccessful programs adapt 
quickly to take advantage 
of changing technologies. 


Successful programs also happen to 
be in the right place at the right 
time. MapInfo Professional, recent- 
ly launched at  Sydney’s 
Powerhouse Museum, may be one 
such program. 

Ed McGinnis, head of MapInfo 
Australia, says MapInfo for Win95 
and Windows 3.11 is set to become 
the next killer application. ‘Lotus 
1-2-3 was initially considered a 


specialist application for the 
accounting industry’ Mr McGinnis 
says, ‘yet became a wild success 
with a wider market than the devel- 
opers initially anticipated.’ Mr 
McGinnis is hoping MapInfo will 
have a similar impact. 

MapInfo overlays geographically 
enabled database information onto 
a single map to help give life to a 
collection of dry statistics. The 
composite map illustrates patterns, 
relationships, trends and opportu- 
nities. The easy to recognise depic- 


Ma) Into Professional 
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Mapinfo and a GPS receiver combine to give accurate positional data 24 hours a day. 


tion of information databases ben- 
efit everyone from surveyors and 
map makers to marketing and sales 
personal. MapInfo has expanded 
the market by making a geographic 
map the means to an end rather 
than an end in itself. 

MapInfo’s ability to be person- 
alised as well as the ease of integra- 
tion within third party software 
programs has proved popular with 
companies and software develop- 
ers. The latest Win9S release pro- 
vide the added advantages of 
multi-tasking, multi-threading and 
extensive network support. 

Developments in Global! 
Positioning Satellites (GPS), world 
wide networks and the latest 
processors has turned the PC into 
an effective workstation for collect- 
ing, processing and mapping posi- 
tional information. Programs such 
as MapInfo, presenting the infor- 
mation in a graphical format, offer 
an easy in-house collection and pre- 
sentation tool. 

GPS systems, refined by the 
United States during the Gulf war, 
continually source GPS receivers 
from space to determine their exact 
position. This GPS receiver can be 
the size of a match box, providing 
positional information to within 5 
metres or less. 

This warmaking technology is 
proving useful for everything from 
sales and marketing to garbage col- 
lection to car theft prevention, and 
all these technologies are depen- 
dent on positional mapping soft- 
ware. With over fifty percent of the 
software mapping market, 
MapInfo is set to benefit greatly 
from these new technologies. 
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Ian Keirnan, world solo yachts- 
man and the CEO of the Clean Up 
Australia and Clean Up the World 
campaign, praised MapInfo and its 
ability to utilize satellite technolo- 
gy. 

For the Clean up Australia and 
Clean up the World campaigns Mr 
Keirnan needed to coordinate and 
correlate resident demographics, 
tidal movements, garbage sites and 
road information, while attempting 
to position and communicate with 
personnel in the field. A year ago 
this would have been virtually 
impossible on a PC, yet today a 
combination of MapInfo and GPS 
units allow the coordination and 
presentation of relevant data quick- 
ly and legibly. 

More effective use of object link- 
ing and embedding(OLE2) with the 
latest Win95 also make it easier to 
update information across a net- 
work, avoiding the need to keep 
multiple records. This cuts costs 
dramatically and removes the need 
to outsource information gather- 
ing. 

GPS technology is also of use in 
everyday situations such as the bat- 
tle to thwart car thieves, which 
should please the many who have 
fallen prey to this crime. 

Police can determine the position 
of a stolen car (with a GPS receiver 
installed) to within five metres and 
then at the appropriate time 
remotely disable the car with police 
waiting to intercept the offender. 
While such systems are expensive 
(around $2000) the price will 
inevitably drop as more are used 
and insurance companies take GPS 
units into consideration when 
determining premiums. 

GPS units are making the mobile 
office more effective with the pro- 
vision to have a sales, surveying 
or marketing team compile and 
confirm findings with the head 
office immediately. This reduces 
multiple field trips to confirm a 
finding and decreases the time 
between collecting data and pub- 


lishing a finding. 
Dataview Solutions 
(02) 9930 1181 has 
compiled a system con- 
sisting of a Rockwell 
GPS Navigation card, 
MapInfo Professional 
and TrackAbout soft- 
ware to enable any 
notebook with a spare 
Type II PC Card slot to 
collect and track data 
accurately in the field. 
Erisis (07) 3844 7744, 
a Queensland comp- 
any specialising in 
Geographic _—_Infor- 
mation Systems (GIS), 
provide enhancements 
for MapInfo which 
include 3D viewing and 
analysis of MapInfo 
files. Other features 
include a DrivePlan 
program that calculates 
the shortest distance 
between two points on 
a road map, taking 
into account past traf- 
fic patterns and the 
time of planned travel. 
As the program oper- 
ates on the data pro- 
vided by the user it 
can be easily modified 
or integrated within 
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With MapInfo Professional Information can easily be added to existing 
digital maps to create a personal reference. 
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other applications. 
MapInfo Australia 
says numerous com- 


panies are using MapInfo 
Professional as a base to create a 
personalised program. MapInfo 


is compatible with all Microsoft 
Office 95 applications, with 
Microsoft selecting MapInfo to 
develop the mapping application 
modules present in the 1995 ver- 
sions of Office 95 and Excel. 
MapInfo ships with a CD-ROM 
database of maps as well as data 
collected from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS). 
Graphical data on geographic 
boundaries and demographics 
through partnerships with the ABS 


Maplinfo allows different sets of data to be overlaid on a digital map, 
providing a clear picture of current trends. 


and links with international infor- 
mation gathering agencies are also 
available. 

MapInfo Professional is priced at 
$2350 with a MapBasic 4.0 pack- 
age available for $1485. The 
upgrade for MapInfo Professional 
is $549 and $599 for MapBasic 
4.0. Both the 16-bit Win 3.11 and 
32-bit Win95 executables are 
shipped in the same package with 
automatic recognition and installa- 
tion of the appropriate program. 


For more information contact 
MapInfo Australia on (02) 437 
6255, fax (02) 439 1773. ve 
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Sounds OK? 


Eric Holroyd tells how to transform noise 





to music. 





e sounds our PCs can 





| make have certainly come a 
long way since the early 
days of pops, zoops and squishes — 


thanks to sound card manufactur- | 
ers, with almost every PC now fit- | 
ted with a Sound Blaster, Sound | 
Galaxy, Gravis Ultrasound, or | 


whatever. Indeed, many sound 


cards come with wavetable sounds | 
(digitised samples of real musical | 


instruments) which faithfully 
reproduce the sound of orchestral, 
pop and jazz tracks. 


To get the full benefit of a sound | 
card, it’s necessary to feed the com- | 
puter’s sound output to a device | 
that best suits your requirements, _ 


your surroundings and your bud- 
get. Notice that ’ve put the money 


bit last — not because I have | 
money to burn, but because experi- | 
ence has shown that if price is the | 
prime requisite when purchasing | 





| computer equipment, it is usually 


regretted later. 

As a musician, magazine colum- 
nist, and computer hobbyist my 
requirements are not be very much 
different to the majority of users: I 
want to hear sound without distor- 
tion while being able to control the 
volume. One thing I require that 
most people can do without is the 
ability to record computer output 
on to cassette tape. 

To do all this I simply have a large 
radio cassette unit on the shelf 
above the 
portable type commonly known as 
a ‘ghetto blaster’ and I’ve hooked it 
up with a standard ‘mini stereo jack 
to two RCA plugs’ cable which is 
commonly available at Dick Smith, 
Tandy and other electronics stores. 
This plugs straight into the back of 
the sound card with the other end 
connected to the cassette unit’s Line 


computer. It’s the 





In sockets and everything plays very 
nicely with the control knob set to 
Phono/line-in. 

My games SFX come booming 


_ through the unit’s 8-inch speakers 


— but not late at night, when I plug 
headphones into it for personal lis- 


| tening as they automatically cut out 


the speaker sounds — and I have 
full control over bass, treble, bal- 
ance and volume. By having a cas- 
sette ready in the machine I can 
record whatever I want now simply 
by pressing the a button. 

If yours is a similar situation then 
any radio cassette unit — or better 


| still, one which also includes an 


audio CD player — will suffice. It’s 


_ important to check that it’s got 
_ Line In or Auxiliary Input sockets 
_ or hook up will be impossible. 


The growing band of apartment 


_ dwellers with the computer in the 
| main room have a great opportuni- 
| ty to utilise the bookshelf audio 


system. These miniature, modern 


| day wonders combine quite stag- 
_ gering sound output with a huge 


range of features. 
Sharp has several systems that 


| would fit the bill. Their CD-K777X 


has dual cassette, AM/FM radio, 


| CD player with 3-disc changer, and 


a full remote control. Features 


include Virtual Surround sound 
and Karaoke functions plus a 


graphic equaliser. At $799 it’s a 


_ good buy for the home, and the 
_ ability to feed the PC’s sound 
through it is a useful bonus. Its 
| main unit has dimensions of 270 by 
| 316 by 329mm and the pair of 
_ detached speakers are a bit less at 
| 210 by 316 by 309mm. So, if you 
_ have a shelf handy this would han- 
| dle all your computer sounds and 


| general audio. 
| Not everyone would want to go 
| to that expense of course and at the 


A mini-component system such as Sharp’s CD-K777X can handle all your computer sounds and 
offers general audio as a bonus, without taking up a lot of desk space. The Sharp system features 
Virtual Surround sound and Karaoke functions plus a graphic equaliser. 
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REMEMBER! 





GAMES 


NEW LOW PRICE! 7th Guest..... 
WéW! 1944 Across The Rhine 


Allan Border Cricket ................... 


HOT! Bioforge .......ceseees 
BARBIE - Magical House .... 
Beatles-Hard Days Night ..... 
WEW? Buried in Time 3CD .... 
WEW! Bloodwings ................ 
Colonization ...........cccceeecees 
#éW! Command & Conquer. 
WéW! Crusader No Remorse 

Cyclemaniaue.: tees: 
Daedalus Encounter ............. 
#07? Dark Forces................ 
WEW! Descent ....... eee 
WEW! The Dig... 
DOom2 CD ee eee ee 


sete 


eehRne 


weteae 


epee 


aeeaae 


serene 


arenes 


Doom 2 Add 2,500 + levels....... 


SALE/ 
NEW! 
WEW! 
MEW! 
WEW! 
Righter Wine eee ee. 
Flight f° Amazon Queen .... 
PRONG INGS 2c see 
Salél_ Full Throttle .............. 


Dragon Lore.............. 
Dise World 32 eacece--: 
Dungeon Master 2 .... 
butombed. ae. 


weaned 


anuaee 


Fade to Black ...0........060.. 


penten 


WEW! FX Fighter ocean 


Great Naval Battles Ill .......... 
Wéw! Hi Octane «0.0... 
Jagped Alliance 2.2... 
Kings Quest 7 ines ccccsseesesas 
Legend of Kyrandia IIl......... 
WéW! Lords of Midnight .... 
#éW! Lost Eden...+............. 


seers 


sabi 


Mad Dope MeCree 2 
WEeW! Magic Carpet Plus .......... 


WEW! Magic Carpet 2........... 
#07!) ~ Mech Wairior 2.......... 


eetoee 


Monty Python CWT ............... 


SALEi> Mortal Komabt I1 ...... 
$4lé/ Mortal Komabt III ..... 


eee eee ee ee) 


WEW! PC Game Gun ............ 
Perfect General II ................ 
PGA Tour 486 Golf ............... 
WEW! PGA Tour 96 ............. 
WéW! Phantasmagoria 7CD . 
Pinball-Crystal Caliburn ......... 


WEW! Pizza Tycoon... 


Psycho Pinball ..............scs0008 
Prisoner Of Ice .........ccccceseeeree 


aeeead 


weer 


Peer 


seobee 


Pt 


wehnae 


er 


eshaen 








HUGE XMAS SALE! 


We will NOT be Beaten on PRICE! Dare us to Match any Advertised Price! Call our 
FRIENDLY staff! CALL for hundreds MORE Titles NOT listed! Catalogue available on 3.5 Disk just *5°° 


$9995 
569-95 
$79.95 
569.95 
569-95 
569-95 
569-95 
569-95 
579-95 
579-95 
57.95 
579.95 
579.95 
569-95 
569.95 
539.95 
569-95 
549-95 
549.95 
579-95 
379.95 
569-95 
$79.95 
5795 
37G-95 
$79.95 
569-95 
$79.95 
$39.95 
57-95 
579.95 
579-95 
$79.95 
$69.95 
$79.95 
S$ZG95 
569-95 
$779.95 
$79.95 
579-95 
56975 
379.95 
SZQI 
59.95 
579-95 
$79.95 
$3995 
5QG-95 
379-95 
569.95 
579-95 
579-95 
ab ae 
579.95 
369-95 
579.95 


Ravenloft Stone Prophet ............ 13975 
IREIEMCIESS 7 ssosteecssesonseeteee eee 5799 
SALE! Rebel Assault ........00.000. 549-95 
WEW! Rebel Assault II .............. ite 
WéW! Rugby World Cup........... fase 
Sam & Max Hit the Road ........... FG G75 
WéW! Savage Warriors .............. 439-7 
ScrabDIG IDCIIXC 5) ecssetece see 69-95 
NEW! Screamet .............0:0ce 46995 
WEW! Slam City vccccn coeur 79% 
WEW! Space Quest VI... 792 
WEW! Space Quest I-V oo. 279.75 
STAR TREK Final Unity ........... 3797 
Star Trek Tech Ref Manual ......... 5695 
Star drek =" BOOK... an 52978 
Star Trek Omnipedia...........:000 ih ate 
NEW! Stonekeep ....... eee 5Call 
StH POKCh cc eevee nee eee 569% 
SALE! System Shock ............00 569-95 
Thomas The Tank Engine ........., naa 
WéW! Ultima VIL ...............008 229° 
U.S. Navy Fighters ........000...... 569-5 
U.S. Navy Fighters Gold ............ 584-95 
WEW! Virtual Pool .........0........0 2/929 
Voyeur [Banned Some States] .........-..-.-- ae? 
WOGCRAT enous aeseesceescet racers 7. 
WEW! Warlords 2..........ccccccce SPE 
MEW! Werewolf Vs Comanche ...*79%5 
Wing Commander 3 .................. 564-95 
Wing Commander 4 .............:00 599-95 
X-Wing Collection 0.00... TE ie 
PUBLISHING & Art 
Australian Clipart .....00.0.cccee $94.95 
7,000 ClipAttC De ee siccscce-cecceee- 549-95 
3,500 Color ClipArt ...... eee 54995 
WEW! Boris Valejo Art... 5655 
Clipart Comucopia ............0e BU 
Clipart Warehouse 7,500 pic....... Bhs 
CORELDraw! 3.0 .....cccccecccceeeeee: 599-95 
Fonts 6,000* Fonts! ...............000 549-95 
WéW! Font Frontier ........00..... 459-7" 
Gifs Galore 5000 Color ............... 53975 
Mother of Clipart 23,000 PicS .........+ $3974 
Mother of Clipart Color Pics ........... 549.75 
Tempra Kodak Photo Access.....*29%7 
The Art of Olivia... eee 569-55 
Too Many Type Fonts ............... 32455 


Virtual Worlds -3D Graphics, Movies, & 
much More! just... 549-95 


KID'S ROM 


Some in Eight Languages! 
Interactive Books «Playroom * Word 
Animations *Kid’s Science 
*Multimedia Dictionary *Kid’s Math 
*Kid’s Spelling «Paradise Eden 
Just .. 33g 95 cach 


REFERENCE & EDUCATION 


3D World Atlas ........ccccccesessccerers 3795 
11,000,000 USA Business Telephone 
Directory on Disc ............00 oO 9:75 


A.D.A.M. Inside Story 4™’" __. 589 
A.D.A.M. The Essentials ......... 5389-95 


A.D.A.M. Professional ............ SCALL 
Animals Sandiego Zoo 2............ 539-75 
Aircraft Encyclopedia................. ch 
Australia on Disc From ........... 5399-55 


Australian PHONE DISC eNov 93 ... 
5295 eOct 94... 539 *April 95 .. 569" 
POCtObEr 95 Gta 58975 
Desktop Marketing System frovn ...... 5489 
Australia T™ Tim 2CD ABC 4739 
PUT) ee a Bae, 
Australian Mammals *Barrier Reef 
Reptiles «Birds of Australia .. 469-5 = 


Complete Bookshop .................. 12475 
Computer Reference Library ......... a2 47 
Dictionaries & Languages.......... 4246:77 
SALE! Distant Suns 3.0 ............. 569-95 
Exploring Earth Science .............. 599-95 
Exploring The Solar System ......... 54g95 
SALE! Family Doctor ..........00.0 29) 
laren Gessner eee cee, 52495 


Global Explorer Best Atlas ........ 77192 
Global French, Italian, German ™* __.. 539% 


Grolier Encyclopedia ............... 5149-9 
lain Rad (ome a eer EEE 
Hacker Chronicles 2.0 ................. 559-95 
The Herbalist II 0.000.000.0000... 599-95 
WéW! Home Botanist.................. 479-75 
WMUMAN Od V sence ecco: 70” 
Ineractive Wine Guide .........0...... 5397 
Ineractive Food Guide ................ 439% 
Ineractive Cooking Guide ........... 2597 
J.F.K. Assassination CD............. 589-95 
WHEW! LINUX 4CD....0 549-95 
Linux Slackware 2.3 x2 CD...... 549.95 
Linux Professional x3 CD.......... 492 
WéW! Linux x 5 CD Set ou... 559-95 
NEW! RED Hat Linux ........cceeee 569-75 


Linux Bible /,/00 Book + CD... 559% 
MOSBY ’s Medical Encyclopedia ..... 479% 


WEW!) One World Alftas ............ 2/972 
WEW! One Tribe ....0.cc:cec0scece ese: 2795 
Our Solar System ........ ee 24> 
REW! Orbits .......9gmee.... ame... ag 
Playing With Language *French 
English *Japanese *German ..... $49 
Sound Sensations ..............00 524% 
Small Blue Planet 2.0.0.0... 58995 
Space & Astronomy ..............-0 549-5 


WEW! TeleRom (Yellow & White pages 
Electronic Phone Directory) .. 429” 
TECHNOtOG Siete... ee: 424) 


SALE Virtual Body ..............0.0 569-5 
Websters 1995 Encyclopedia ..... 579% 
HISTORY 
The Anglo Saxons ..........:s0s0008 $795 
Archaelogy-Introductory ........... 589% 
Exploring 4" Architecture ....... 579 
Exploring OF" Cities cypress: 399-95 
Florence Renaissance ..............0. 5Bo" 
WEW! History-Country Music ...... 579 
Michelaneelo..2 2.3.2 we as 
Multimedia World History .......... bh ad 
Story of Civilization by Durante .... 599% 
Total History 3 CD Set! ............ 5199? 
WictaMitissscretec asta seas sere 7 
World War I] Encyclopedia ........ ke aa 


MICROSOFT 


CALL for other Microsoft SALE Prices! 


WINGOWS OS a eee 7139-7 
MS FISHUSIM Sie rreacene- cress 569-5 
MS Wine Guide ..............:::::c26 54972 
IMSsDO 8S etcsroe teen ore 549-95 
WEW! 500 Nations oo... seer 54995 
Microsoft PLUS ..........c0:ccccseceeenees 564-95 
Eencaral9o5:..c. ces neeee eee 755 
Magical School-Body ...............-. 54g95 
RELIGION 
Bible Library?’ 459 
Bibles & Religion .............:ccee S245 
Dead Sea Scrolls «vealed ge Fa 
PheiGospels 2:2... hd 
Logos Bible Software ................. 5695 
Holy Bible ©°"™" Works .......... 397° 
IHustrated Bible 00... eee 569-5 
Multimedia Family Bible ............. 09. 
On-line Bible ...........:ceeccsseeeeees 549-95 
Religions of the World ............... 549-95 
Shareware Heaven - Heaps! ....... A aes 
SHAREWARE 
Windows Tuitertly -Hundred’s Meg's S9G95 
NEW! Night Owls 18.0............... i Nd 
Night Qwlst7. 02.2: 52975 
POWER DOS oasis teaescsvac teense 4 da 
So Much Shareware 5 veces. 519s 
WHEW! So Much Shareware 6 ...... 229% 
Creme of the Crop 8 2CD ........... 54G95 
Creme iitie nO isa 5s2--:..-: 29 


WOW! “BEST OF SIHTAREWARE” 
Huge Collection of 6 CD’s. Greatest 
Shareware set EVER!!! Only ...569% 


Multimedia HAROWARE 


PANASONIC Double Spin ..... 2129-7 
Quad Speed CD-Rom Drives ....*229” 
COMEFONEMCANGS iricccs ss -----cer0r000> a2 9% 
Laserwave 16 Soundcard ......... 3129-5 
Audiowave 16 Sound Card ...... 51295 


We Accept: TELEPHONE ORDERS, COD, Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Mail Orders 
Freight & Handling Generally: °6-*10. Heavier Items CALL. E & OE! Posfal: A.M.D. Box 313, Niddrie, VIC., 3042 








Tel: (03) 9338 6777 or Fax: (03) 9338 7411 


other end of the scale are those tiny 
speakers you can get at any market 
for $10 or $15. Non-powered, they 
plug into the PC’s output and han- 
dle it world’s better than the inter- 
nal PC speaker. 

A step up from there is a pair of 
bookshelf sized powered speakers 
which will usually run from either 
batteries or a power adapter. Rod 
Irving Electronics (1800 335 757) 
has a 30-watt pair of these for 
$79.95 and an 80 watt pair for 
$119. Both sets are magnetically 
shielded — this is important as 
speaker interference can distort 
your monitor’s display as well as 
causing problems on floppy disks 
stored close to them — and have 
volume, bass and treble controls. 
They also have a nice pair of digital 
audio headphones for $29.95 
which come complete with padded 
earpieces. 

Labtec speakers are often bundled 
with sound card kits and whilst the 
basic models are quite OK — giv- 
ing amazingly good sound for their 
small size — I do like their LCS- 
3210 amplified speakers which sell 
for $249. Well specified, and giving 
true 20 watts RMS output, they’re 
fully shielded and have headphone 
and microphone sockets alongside 
the front mounted control knobs. 

A major plus with these is the 
built in 3D Spatializer technology 
which converts incoming sound 
into full three dimensional sound 
for stunning effects from your 
games and programs. (The heart- 
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Electronics shops such as Rod 
Irving, Dick Smith and Tandy are a 
great source for sound add-ons. For 
example, Tandy has two units which 
will sit under your monitor. The 
Tandy MMS-10 Stereo Speaker 
Amplifier (ABOVE) has CD and tape 
inputs, while the MMS-20 Stereo 
Speaker Amplifier (BELOW) adds a 
graphic equaliser. Both units have 


_ two forward facing tweeters and a 


Roland Australia has a range of Stereo Micro Monitors which handle 
music output especially well. Their CS-10 (ABOVE) has front mounted 
controls and headphone socket with line in and out sockets on the back. 
The beefier CS-30 (BELOW) handles 30 watts RMS output. 


downwards facing woofer. 


beat in Doom Its so-o-o realistic as 
are the bird calls on the PGA Tour 
96 golf courses!) Distributed by 
Westan — (03) 9563 6775, fax (03) 
9563 6836 — these are offered as 
‘professional quality audio speak- 
ers for PC or Macintosh’. 

Users with tower cases have 
already found that they need to 
stand the monitor on something to 
give the best view. A good idea is to 
kill two birds with one stone by 


using a specially designed speaker | 


and amplifier unit which sits under 
the monitor. Tandy Electronics 
have two such units in their current 
catalog: the MMS-10 complete 
with CD and tape inputs at 
$149.95 and the MMS-20 which 
also has a graphic equaliser at 
$199.95, These have two forward 
facing tweeters and 
a downwards facing 
woofer and all con- 
trols are on the 
front. 

Roland Australia — 
| (02) 982 8266 — 
have similar units 
which they call 
Stereo Micro 
Monitors and which 
handle music output 
especially well. Their 
CS-10 ($195) has 








front mounted controls and head- 
phone socket with line in and out 
sockets on the back. The more beefy 
CS-30 ($295) handles 30 watts 
RMS output yet is similarly sized. 

Roland also carry an attractive 
range of amplified speakers espe- 
cially aimed at computer music 
lovers, such as the tall and slim 
MA-7 at $395 per pair. These claim 
exceptional bass reflex sounds and 
again have headphone jacks. The 
MA 12 ($349) is a dynamic unit 
with active High and Low Boost 
controls which can be used singly 
or in pairs (as can their MA-20, a 
larger unit with line outs for exter- 
nal audio or tape recorder, and 
which sells for $295). 

In our May 95 issue I reviewed a 
speaker setup especially designed 
for computer sound known as the 
Media Sub. I was most impressed 
with this unit — which sells for 
around $130 — as it’s a ‘sub 
woofer’ which is meant to be used 
in conjunction with your existing 
speakers to bring out the best in the 
very low frequencies. 

Whatever your computer setup 
you do need to investigate the vari- 


ous sound devices to get full value 


from today’s fine multimedia, 
music and games software. It does- 
n’t have to be played loud to be 
good, but I’ve always felt that a 
good quality amplifier and speaker 


| setup sounds much better when 
played at one third or half of its 








capability than does a cheaper unit 


_ that’s operated ‘flat out’. With the 
_ right setup you'll find yourself 


thinking that the voice-over on 
your latest acquisition is coming 
from someone right there in the 
room with you rather than sound- 
ing like a railway announcer down 
the platform. 

Don’t be afraid to ask for a demo 
when you’re shopping for speakers, 


_ amplifiers or headphones and don’t 


say ‘I want to see some speakers’, 
instead, tell them ‘I want to hear 
some speakers.’ Then they’ll know 


you mean business. 









» limage Digital 


Computers By Design 
Phone/Fax : 03 9531-2701 


. 


CYRIX 5 x 86 CPU 100 Mhz 

PC! MOTHERBOARD 3X PCI SLOTS , 2X VL SLOTS , 4X ISA SLOTS 

256K ASYNCHRONOUS CACHE RAM 

AWARD PCI BIOS WITH PLUGnPLAY 

PCI FAST IDE MODE 3 CONTROLLER ON BOARD 

2 X IDE PORTS ( SUPPORT UP TO 4 IDE DEVICES ) 

2 X HIGH SPEED SERIAL PORTS 1 X ENHANCED PARALLEL PORT 

8 MB 72 PIN SIMM RAM (5 YEAR WARRANTY } 

850 Mb WESTERN DIGITAL EIDE Mode 3 10ms (3 YEAR WARRANTY ) 

TEAC 1.44 Mb 3.5" FDD 

1 Mb LEGEND 32PV PCI VIDEO ACCELERATOR ( ARK CHIPSET ) 

15" .28 XGA NA, DIGITAL, F/S GREEN 1024 X 768 

BTC 7939 SOFT TOUCH ENHANCED 101 KEYBOARD 

MICROSOFT 2 BUTTON ERGONOMIC MOUSE 

PROFESSIONAL MINI TOWER CASE WITH 230 WATT P/S (AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS 
CERTIFIED ) SONY CDU76E IDE QUAD SPIN CD-ROM DRIVE 

AUDIOWAVE GREEN PLUG-N-PLAY 16 S/CARD 

8.5W +8.5W STEREO SPEAKERS , TREBLE BOOST , BASS CONTROL ,VOLUME CONTROL 
MICROSOFT CD PACK - INCLUDES , MS-GOLF , MS-ENCARTA 95 , MS-WORKS , 
MS-DANGEROUS CREATURES AND MS SAMPLER CD. 


RRP $ 2790.00 
Dealer Enquires Welcome 
Enquires lo Be Directed Ilo 


Anjela Mercieca Melbourne 03 9531-2701 
Or Paul Anslow Sydney 0414 331258 
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one of the products listed 
here are in the stores yet, 
but the Newsbytes crew 





picked up info over the holidays on 
what the industry insiders — after a | 
brew or six — predict will be hot 


for ‘96. Azure Pluck reports from 
the cocktail circuit ... 


Sacrificial Software: Coming 
soon from JellyFish Software is a 
package so sensible, you’ll kick 
yourself for not having thought of 























The Plug-N-Play version of WinVac — note the nifty 
attachments and enhanced dust bag on this VLB model. 











it first. FLUFF comes on a single | 
diskette for just $19.95, yet when | 


installed, it expands to fill up to 
90% of available hard disk space. 
It doesn’t do anything until that 
fateful day when you try to install 
the latest version of Nerd Invaders, 
but just get the ‘Insufficient Disk 
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Space’ message for your trouble. 
Yet, within milliseconds, FLUFF 
pops up a screen, volunteering to 
sacrifice itself, clear enough space 
to load your new package, plus a 
couple of megabytes to spare. 
Audibie Smileys: You know those 
little character-based faces that are 
meant to show things like ‘I’m jok- 
ing, OK?’ in your e-mail. Well, a 
consortium of companies including 
Microsoft, Netscape, Sunsoft and 
Frito-Lay is rumoured to have gone 
one better with WCML 
(WiseCrack Markup Language). 
All new versions of Web browsers 
such as Netscape will have a core 
of around 500 WCML sound bites 
built-in. Anyone designing a com- 
patible Web page can simply embed 
the appropriate WCML codes to 
have the recipient’s computer play 
the appropriate sounds while dis- 
playing the smiley. Because the 
sounds already are on the comput- 
er, they don’t have to be sent over 
the Net, saving on-line charges. 
WinVac95: Forget your internal 
PC modem or even the TV-on-a- 
Card. New in 1996 will be 
WinVac, a $99 vacuum cleaner on 
a card for PCs. It will come on ISA 
and VESA-LB versions, with full 
Windows ‘95 Plug-N-Play installa- 
tion compatibility. Standard is a 6- 


metre vacuum hose that plugs into 


a DB25 connector on the back of 
the PC. The dust bag is external to 
the PC, hanging from a second 
DB25 connector. 

Aversion Keyboard Therapy: 
Many people have struggled with 
the problem of inappropriate use of 
computers by students. For 
instance, using bad language in 
electronic mail or searching for 
pornography or stinkbomb recipes 
on the Internet. BytesBack is a new 
product for ‘96 that claims to cure 


Hot for ‘ 














| 
| 
: 





this problem. It consists of a 
replacement keyboard (with metal- 
topped keys) and software which 
constantly monitors what is being 
typed. Every time a user-defined 
‘forbidden’ word or phrase is 
typed, the keyboard delivers an 
electric shock to the user, also 
refusing to process the text. 
Wearing gloves to avoid the shock 
won’t work either, as the keys only 
work when they can detect normal 
skin resistance levels. 

Snakes and Ladders:Have you 
ever admired a page of text with a 
nice, sweeping snake of white space 
running through the text, down the 
page over many lines? 

WordPerfect users will be pleased 
to know that version 9.0 of their 
favourite WP product will have a 
hot-key to produce just such a pat- 
tern in your text. Simply hit the 
easily remembered key sequence of 
Ctrl-Alt-F12, Ctri-Alt-Lshft-@, 
Rshft-Lshft-Alt-§ and a window 
pops up asking how many lines of 
snake you want. The program then 
creates the snake by using a combi- 
nation of formatting and auto- 
replacing using the 
thesaurus. In difficult cases, the 
macro may also substitute up to 
10% foreign words in order to get 
the correct spacing. 

Screw Too:.Fastener Pro IV is a 
fastener cataloguing system which 
allows you to keep a detailed 
record of all fasteners in your 
workshop. Screw, nails bolts, nuts 
and washers can all be entered into 
the database, with information 
about gauge, length, material, 
drive-head type and so on. It also 
comes with 250 assorted weekend 
handyman projects. These are 
grouped according to difficulty but 
are only displayed when you own 
the correct fasteners. ¥G 
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Computers don't have to make — 


a* 


you feel like an idiot! Py 

















ou're no idiot, of course. You can balance 
Fyour checkbook, use the TV remote with one 
hand, and even pre-set fhe stations on your 
car stereo. 


But when it comes to computers, your brain 
goes on vacation. 


Don't pack it in! Pick up The Complete Idiot's 
Guide series from QUE! These easy books Pa 
help you make sense of computers andy F a — 
software applications, so you can get your ict IDIOT § Os 


f ing & = ' 
work done and get on with your life! ‘7 IiDIOT O's © ding PCs ] 
” i Io 5 oat x | 






* 
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Buy one 
COMPLETE IDIOT’ 


T wIOT'S iz a PCs co a 
Ty “Tpior’s DOS Asal 
sSUIDE J IDIOTS WordPertect | | 


"§ Word 








for just sions Multimedia I 
ron and get a pt) i tDt 
° - Pocket Reference to the J a oe DOs t es 
” Internet! Be TT IDIOT’S WoraPertec: Il 


While stocks last - = ‘imionr's_ Word = 


COMPLETE IDIOT'S GUIDE titles include: Windows 95, DOS, PC Games, Interne? 
Works, Word, Sound Blaster, Access, Excel, MAC, Office & lofs more! 


MYER 
Available from all @ stores 
GRACE BROS 


=e PRENTICE HALL AUSTRALIA Phone: (02) 9939 1333 Fax: (02) 9905 7934 
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THE HIGH 
PERFORMANCE. 














COME AND SEE ONE OF THE WORLD’ 
GREATEST PERFORMERS 


Marvel at the way they juggle all of your 
programs. Be astounded at how the Caviars 
easily handle all your data intensive applications. 
Be amazed at the tncredible capacity range from: 
640MB to an unbelievable 1,.6GB. 

Talk to vour ee today. 
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Phone now for the name of your nearest Western Digital Caviar Dealer 


r uci New South Wales Queensland South Australia Western Australia 
i below sk. ok oh ith Es oo ER (U2 Cambridge st, 
750 ‘aul Strout Ntrtla 170 Mantagni ft mnt ia 6261 # Boménd Ra Ra. Teuibley 6014 — 
& North Ryde 2114. ~ South Brishane OM » Parkside : Phone (09) 388 1812 
op : Phone (02) 878 HTL Ae | Phone (07) 3816 542 Phone faye 4 2000 bis’ (O09) 388 1813 
i " ~ Fax (02) 878 6: 522 Fay (07) 3816 ae, ees " Fax (08) 373 5556 wr e*., i 
is ia 1, ia h Hoey ‘ : 

MMe ba uired i a Re ol hia , ' i bey 
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